WHITE BEAR UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
January 2012

Vol. LVIII, No. 1

January 1

One Service Only at 11
•

Made of Star Stuff

Peg Guilfoyle

Music from Carol Caouette
Services and Religious Education at 9 and 11 a.m.
Coffee and Conversation at 10:00 in the Social Hall

Giving Voice to the Spirit: Community Singing before each Sunday service
January 8

Make Me A World
•
•
•
•
•

January 15

Victoria Safford

Ceremony of Dedication at 11:00 am for Henry Given
Music from the Choir, directed by Thaxter Cunio, with Carol Caouette, piano
Welcome to our Church : Orientation for newcomers – see inside!
Monthly Writers Group at 12:30 - all welcome.
Second Sunday Potluck Supper – all welcome. – see inside!
From Worst to First

Guest Speaker: Louis King

Louis King is the Director of the Summit Academy OIC vocational training center in Minneapolis, and is the
driving force behind HIRE Minnesota, working for green minority jobs in North Minneapolis, partnering
with Hmong, African American and other communities and with explorer Will Steger on a powerful green
jobs agenda.
•

Music from Special MLK Weekend Vocal Ensemble: Ross Safford, David Heath, Hope
Safford, Peg Guilfoyle, Carol Caouette, Katie Macke, Dick Rogers, Janny Padelford

•
January 22

Special Collection for HIRE Minnesota – “Worst to First” campaign
REFLECTIONS ON COMMON GROUND: from Solitude to Social Contract
Kate Christopher

Steve Harmon Janel Jacobsen

Three artists from within our congregation will reflect on the solitary nature of their lives as artists, and on
the public conversation that their work invites. This service is the sixth in our annual series on spirit and art,
Visible Signs of Inward Grace.
•
January 29

Music from Nicole Warner, mezzo soprano and Mary Duncan, piano
THIS I BELIEVE : Alex Molina and Maggie Dalton

This I Believe is an old tradition in our congregation, when members are invited to share their deepest
beliefs, their passion, principles and cherished questions. Come with open mind and heart - these services
are the most powerful and moving of the entire year.
•
•

Music from Madison Van Ostrand
Special Collection for Habitat for Humanity

Living the Questions
Live the questions...love the questions.

Theme for January: Origin
the practice of creativity
Questions for contemplation and conversation
on your own, around the dinner table, in your journal, with each other
1. Where are you from? Out of the threads of your life – struggle, victories, failure, love, loss, family,
work, place, time – you weave the tapestry of your life. What is important for you to tell in that story?
2. What has changed over the years in the way you tell the story of your own origins? How does the way
you speak of your origins shape who you are?
3. What do you need to be creative for? When in your life are you creative that is not for pay or work?
4. What has shaped your imagination?
5. How do you connect your own origins to the cosmic origin? Is the cosmic origin significant in your
spiritual life?

Quotations
It is the creative potential itself in human beings
that is the image of God. Mary Daly

Originality consists in returning to the origin.
Antonio Gaudi

Imagination is more important than knowledge.
Albert Einstein

The things we fear most in organizations –
fluctuations, disturbances, imbalances – are the
primary sources of creativity. Margaret J. Wheatley

Additional questions, readings and resources may be found at www.whitebearunitiarian.org under Living the Questions.

Monthly Writers Group

2nd Sunday each month 12:30 – 2:30

Facilitator: Judy Mitzuk
People seek continuity between the inner world and the outer…and writing becomes a means to engage that creative
force within and beyond us, the sacred presence that lends us life. - Elizabeth Andrew

Welcome. Come take a journey with us as we explore the monthly themes through reflection, discussion, and
writing. Journey with us as we unpack our inner world to release “the sacred presence that lends us life.” We
will share our work-in-progress with one another and, if you choose, you can submit your piece to Victoria for
possible inclusion in upcoming services. Deadlines for submission will be two weeks before the first Sunday
of the month.
Sign up in the Atrium or the Social Hall, or contact the church: office@whitebearunitarian.org
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From the President

Klay Eckles

Big church or small church? What are we today? In “Days of Yore” this was
a small church with less than a hundred members. In those days, everyone
pitched in, or “it” didn’t happen, whatever “it” was. The staff was the
Minister. It was just a few years ago we were still announcing which letters
of the alphabet would be responsible for dishes after the service. Everyone
spent some time in the kitchen.

Board
Klay Eckles, President
Gloria Ferguson, Vice President
Sara Wolff, Secretary
Phil Williams, Treasurer
Dick Haskett, Past President
Mara Coyle
Nancy Ver Steegh
Dale Anderson
Ron Ofstead
Jocelyn Stein
Maggie Dalton, Youth Rep
Victoria Safford, Minister

With 700 members, we are no longer small…but we aren’t Big either. It still
takes the efforts of our members to make things happen. We now have a
small staff, but they only keep the motor running; the active engagement of
our members and friends is what makes a difference in the church and in the
greater world. The recent Peter Mayer concert was possible only because a
dedicated group of members (THANK YOU - the music and food were
awesome!) stepped up to make it happen. There are dozens of committees, work groups, and programs that
are always looking for help. Your participation is what keeps us vibrant and powerful, creating deep and
uncommon connections. And it is still the key to success in our church.

The Service Auction is coming February 11th! It is a yearly favorite and great way for members to participate
in a multitude of ways. This is a chance for you to contribute to the church and to other members by
providing a service - any service. Clean the gutters, donate a time-share, lead a nature hike, cook a meal,
perform an oil change, host a dinner, donate artwork, a collectable, or another useful item. Consider sharing
your skill or item for the Service Auction. And join us on February 11th to explore and purchase something
special; it is a great gathering of food, music, fun and laughter. Contribute to the church while strengthening
our community. Start planning how you can participate now! (Look for details in the Social Hall).

News from the Assistant Minister Search Committee
The Process Update:
In the weeks after our Congregational Record (CR) was unveiled online, we received multiple inquiries from a diverse
pool of candidates from all over the country. From this initial group, we reviewed their Ministerial Records (MR), made
some preliminary selections and completed packet exchanges with the most promising candidates. For the remainder of
December, the WBUUC Assistant Minister Search Committee reviewed candidate packets and the candidates reviewed
our church packet.
Our Church Packet:
And speaking of our packet, if you haven’t gotten a chance to see it, there is a copy on display in the Social Hall plus it’s
available for download on the WBUUC website. Go under the Assistant Minister Search section and select Come In –
WBUUC Packet. We’re pleased with the positive response the packet has received, many of you commented on "how
well it captured the spirit and character of our church." We are grateful for all the assistance provided to us by the congregation to make this document possible.
What’s in Store for January:
This month, we are inviting our top candidates to telephone interviews and will be beginning to talk with references.
We’re aiming to make an offer to our top candidate by mid-March with the position to start in August.
Stay Connected:
Watch for further updates from our committee in future months via the newsletter, enewsletter,
www.whitebearunitarian.org and facebook. We want you to be informed! And of course, if you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to ask one of our members or send an email to searchcommittee@whitebearunitarian.org.
John Kirwin – Chair, Kathy Sedro, Dick Rogers, Erin Scott, Tim Nelson, Victoria Safford
January 2012
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DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Janet Hanson

January Theme _- Origin, the Practice of Creativity
Throughout the elementary years, we expose children to many different stories of creation, helping them to
understand that there are stories from many cultures. My own favorites pose a view of creation that is closely
connected to our scientific understanding. Two that we use are The Everything Seed and A Spark in the Dark.
Just as we find it important for our children to be exposed to many religious views, we also provide the stories
of many cultures and parts of the world. We teach that people have tried to answer those big questions posed
by religion for a long time – Who are we? Where did we come from? Where are we going?
Shh! Secret Pal Time Again!
Here is a chance to get to know one of our children. We will start our Secret Pal program again in January.
For 5 weeks you can share messages with one of our children and they can try to guess your identity.
Participation is simple. You will be given a pal and asked to leave a message for them each week during the
program. You can exchange information, jokes, riddles, and hints about your identity. We will have an area
designated for mail drop off in the Social Hall. Children who would like to take part can fill out a form, and
adults interested in being a pal fill out a form as well. We will have sign up weeks January 8, 15 and 22 and
start the mail on Jan. 29. You will be notified about your match the week before that weekend. On March
4th we will have a party to reveal those secret pals. Don’t miss this chance to make a connection.
Birthday Bag Assembly Sunday – January 1
January is again a month for us to prepare and deliver birthday bags to children at East Metro Place. In
October our children decorated bags for this purpose and now is the time to put together our donated materials
to create that “party in a bag” for the children with January birthdays. I will have all our materials in the
Social Hall after the service on January 1st and would love some help putting them together. With your
helping hands it shouldn’t take us too long! Thanks to all who supported our last social action initiative –the
mitten tree is full as I speak and my office overflows with your generosity! And we sold all of our handmade
chalices and will send refugee services about $150.00.
New Family Orientation
On January 29th, after each service – at 10:10 and 12:10, we will offer an orientation for families new to our
Religious Education program. Come get a brief overview of our
program, a schedule of Sundays for the year, and an understanding of
This publication is the property of White
our philosophy and goals. We hope to answer all of your questions
Bear Unitarian Universalist Church. Its
while your children get a light lunch next door! Lunch and childcare
purpose is to inform members and friends
in the Ballou Room(1st& 2nd grade room) and the orientation in the
and facilitate fellowship. Ideas expressed
Channing room (David’s office). Though this is designed for new
herein are not necessarily endorsed by the
Board or congregation.
families, any parents who feel they want more information about our
program are welcome to attend!
Copy that is consistent with the mission of
the church is welcome from members and
friends and will be published according to
the newsletter policy.

January Calendar

Send submissions to:

salmon@whitebearunitarian.org
or leave them in the office. Please
provide your name and phone number.
Next Deadline: February 15
Editor/Layout: Carol-Linnea Salmon
Distribution:
Janet Kortuem, Mary
Kurth, Ginger Sykes
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Jan. 1
Jan. 8
Jan. 12
Jan. 29

No RE classes, one service at 11 a.m.
Birthday Bag assembly.
Classes resume. Secret Pal sign up begins.
Religious Growth & Learning Cmtt 7:00 p.m.
Secret Pal program starts
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DIRECTOR OF YOUTH PROGRAMS

Jill Schwendeman

WHAT IF…
UUs from five states came here… We had an experience
that energized and changed us, and we made new human
connections… We wrestled with hard questions and UU
faith… Adults learned from youth; youth from adults…
We claimed our responsibility to carry forward this free
faith… We made a video for UUs across the continent?
This spring, we have a rare opportunity to answer these
questions. It will require the commitment of 7th-12th grade
youth and parents. Play your role. On January 4th, come
prepare ConScience for the PSD conference WBUUC.
RSVP to: youth@whitebearunitarian.org.**

Claiming Your Place For youth in grades 9 and up: Coming of Age! Be with friends. Have fun.
Set personal goals. Includes games with a purpose, ropes course, youth worship, a sumptuous meal,
service to others, sculptor’s studio visit, personal credo, masks, Tai Chi and more. A freewill contribution
of $50 is requested to cover costs. Dress comfortably… Begins January 8th with woodwork and donuts.
Time to Give Kids grow fast, outgrowing clothes several times a year. Clothing available at shelters
often doesn’t include underwear. Here’s my challenge: Block my view! Let’s fill the youth office
window from bottom to top with clothes for children ages 3-16. New items only please - all sizes. This
7th-8th grade project is called Got You Covered. We will bring the items to the Family Services Shelter.
Boston Bound Trip May 19-23 The participant cost is $400 ($650 maximum per family). Forms
and a payment of $175 are due February 12th -- refundable through March 16th. The non-refundable
balance is due April 8th. Contact me for a confidential scholarship request form, due February 1st.
Creativity and Faith Using an intensive group process, this month the youth will explore big themes
for worship. The Coming of Ager class will build – both benches and spirit. In the spring, grades 7-8
will use Richard Kimball’s You, the Creator to delve into how each moment can be a creative act.
Consider: What is creativity? What does it have to do with spirituality? How does it link us together?
JANUARY YOUTH EVENTS
Wed. 4 ConScience Planning Meeting, 6:45-8:00. We invite all parents and youth in grades 7-12.
Sun. 8
Coming of Age Opens, 9:00-10:30. See info above. RSVP to youth@whitebearunitarian.org.
Sun. 8
Got You Covered Opens. Bring new children’s underwear to youth office. Thank you!
Wed. 11 Youth/Adult Committee, 6:00-6:30. All teens/parents invited. Now seeking grade 7-8 youth reps.
Wed. 11 Boston Bound Meeting, 6:45-8:00. All youth who plan to travel and their parents: please attend.
Fri. 20 Overnight to Plan Youth Service, 7:00. Bring sleeping/personal items, breakfast or snack item
(indicate which with RSVP to me), $5 for pizza, and ideas/resources for planning youth worship service.
Wed. 25 Youth Service Planning Meeting, 6:00-8:00. We’ll break for church dinner 6:30-7:00.
** Conference materials/registration online January 20th at www.psduua.org/drupal/annualconference2012
www.whitebearunitarian.org
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Music Notes from Carol Caouette, Assistant to the Director of Music
Singing does not make sense to me without the congregation. The song is not a product. The song exists as a way to get
to the singing. And the singing is not a product. The singing exists to form community. And there isn’t anything higher
than that that I’ve ever experienced — Bernice Johnson Reagon

We’ve been singing together in community for 11 weeks now! Our 10-minute hymn sings before services are
a smashing success. Since the first Sunday of October, we have sung the 26 hymns listed below. All titles are
found in our hymnals but you’ve been singing them by your hearts. Do you own our UUA hymnals? Consider
buying your own copies so you can sing our history and heritage from home!
Peace Like a River
Blessing
We Are a Gentle Angry People
Spirit of Life
Hush
Bright Morning Star
Come, Come Whoever you are
Oh, We Give Thanks
Four Elements Chant
There is More Love Somewhere
Circle Round For Freedom
Come & Go With Me to That Land
There’s a River Flowin’ in My Soul

Find a Stillness
Voice Still and Small
Where Do We Come From?
Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child
Gathered Here
Now Let Us Sing
Gonna Lay Down My Sword and Shield
When Our Heart is In a Holy Place
Dona Nobis Pacem
When the Spirit Says Do
I Know This Rose Will Open
We’re Gonna Sit at the Welcome Table
Meditation on Breathing

AMONG OURSELVES
We are thinking of Roxy Cruz, whose sister has been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer; of Al Hagstrom, who
is undergoing chemotherapy; of Neil Krueger, whose father died in late December; of Deb Krueger, who had
foot surgery early this month; of Janel Jacobsen, whose sister was recently diagnosed with breast cancer; of
Alan Wenker, whose mother died in December; and Dick and Mary Rogers – Dick’s father, Richard L.
Rogers, died on December 17.

BECOMING A MEMBER OF WHITE BEAR UU CHURCH
after the services on Sunday, January 8th
10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
an opportunity to join the congregation by signing the
Membership Book in the Sanctuary after each service
If you’ve been thinking of joining our congregation, now is the time! Membership in this congregation
requires no creedal commitment; the free faith tradition of religious pluralism imposes no uniform
expectation regarding theology, spiritual practice, or belief. Instead, members freely join in covenant with
one another by signing their names in the Membership Book. This is a brief gathering; those present at the
second service are warmly invited to stay for the light lunch that precedes the Orientation at 12:30 p.m.
WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH — Orientation
Sunday, January 8th 12:30—2:00 p.m.
an informational introduction to our programs for newcomers and visitors,
with lunch and childcare provided. All are welcome!
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John Gorka
In C onc ert !
W hite Bear Unit aria n
Univ er sa list C hurc h
Ma ht om edi, MN
Sat ur day , F ebr uary 4, 20 12
7:30 P M
Complim entary sn acks an d
beverages
during in termis sion!
Online ticket sales begin December 18 at 6:00 am at

http://unitarianconcert9.eventbrite.com.
“The preeminent male singer-songwriter of the New Folk
Movement” – Rolling Stone
For over two decades, John Gorka’s keen ear has picked up the stories of those along his
path, folding them into poetry and song. His keen perceptiveness inspires people from all
over the world to share their stories. By involving those tales in his music, he escapes the
trap of introspection that hobbles less gifted singer-songwriters.
John Gorka flies below the pop culture radar with an almost cult-like following that never fails
to fill concerts. Speak with any of his fans and one instantly feels their enthusiasm and
genuine affection. His shy, almost self-effacing stage presence rightfully focuses attention on
the songs. His versatility on guitar and piano keeps his sets musically interesting, while his
rich baritone effortlessly executes his bidding. And he’s never short of the sly comment or
clever joke that invariably ignites his audience.
With his uncanny ability to work every nuance of language, capturing a wide array of topics
and experiences woven into memorable melodies, John Gorka’s career continues to prosper
and to garner ever-increasing attention.

“Listening to John Gorka sing, one can get goose bumps all over.
There are many reasons: fresh lyrics, a stunning emotional
baritone, and his twisted humor.” – New York Times

Building Peace & Unity within the Global Community

Martin Luther King Breakfast
Monday, January 16
7:00 a.m.
“One of the great liabilities of history is that all too many people fail to remain awake
through great periods of social change. Every society has its protectors of status quo and
its fraternities of the indifferent who are notorious for sleeping through revolutions.
Today, our very survival depends on our ability to stay awake, to adjust to new ideas, to
remain vigilant and to face the challenge of change.” -Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Hundreds of MLK Breakfasts take place all over the country every year, as the nation
gathers to consider what of Dr. King’s prophetic dream is ours to carry forward in the
present moment. We are once again honored to host the Annual Northeast Area
Community Breakfast to commemorate the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

On Monday, January 16th, we will open our doors wide to welcome the
wider community to join us in this day of envisioning a brighter future.
Our morning will feature a fabulous hot breakfast with thoughtful, lively table
conversation, music and singing in the sanctuary, local guest speaker from Amicus (see
below) and a live simulcast of the breakfast program at the Minneapolis Convention
Center, featuring keynote speaker Nontombi Naomi Tutu, human rights activist and
daughter of Desmond Tutu. Special musical guests from the simulcast program will be
The Steeles and Walker West Music Academy.
Our local program will feature guest speaker James F. Cannon, Jr. from Amicus.
Amicus partners with inmates, ex-offenders, juvenile offenders and communities to assist
offenders in building successful lives and taking up positive roles in their communities.
Mr. Cannon has been personally affected by the criminal justice system and since that
time, social, racial, and restorative justice have become his life's work. He is a leader in
Take Action Minnesota's Justice for All campaign and the Criminal Justice Media Project
and is a member of Congressman Keith Ellison's Emerging Leaders Round Table.

Tickets on sale at church on Sundays, January 1st and 8th.
$5 per person/children under 12 free
Advance purchase or RSVP appreciated to help us plan the breakfast.
Tickets will be sold at the door.

"Love Is the Spirit..."
Service Auction... coming this February 11th!
Not just our biggest fundraiser, but an evening of fun not to be
missed! Come enjoy delicious food and drink—come hear our
WBUUC Big Band fill the halls with spirited music—and come
marvel at (and bid on!) the collected talents, gifts and services
donated by our church community.
We need you to make this a great event! This is the fun part!
1) Mark your calendars now for Saturday, February 11th, 5:30-9:00 p.m. Childcare will be available
for little ones, or they can enjoy the evening with you. There is nothing quite like watching a slide
trombone! and
2) Please consider what you might donate to our auction, then tell us what it is!
• Fill out a form in the Social Hall before, after and between services.
• Send an email to: Sara.enersen.wolff@gmail.com
• Or mail the form below to: Sara Wolff, 961 Osceola Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55105
Need ideas? Let us know. We'd love to help you think of something.
Past auction donations have included: Paella dinners • a weekend at a cabin • a ride on a boat • a
ski/hike and chili dinner • a trip to the airport • Spanish lessons • night of babysitting • a ride to the
airport • a vacation condo • a customized care package created and delivered • the making of phone
calls • artwork • an encounter with horses • a basket of mending • a Boundary Waters trip • time away •
time together... the possibilities are endless and we are grateful for them all!
This year we’re working on an online auction prior to and during the event. Then, our traditional live
auction will follow, commencing at 7:00 p.m. on the 11th.
Questions?

Call Sara Wolff, 651-491-1229 or Gloria Ferguson, 651-291-0643

Thank you to the wonderful committee who is pulling this together, and thank you to you, for making it
the fun and profitable event that it is. We look forward to celebrating the spirit of love with you this
February 11th!
_______________________________________________________________________
WBUUC Auction Donation Form:
Name: ______________________ Phone(s): ______________________________
Email: ______________________ Address: ______________________________
Item Description: Include dates and any restrictions. Be specific, descriptive, and creative!

Lifespan Spiritual Direction
Retirement: Opportunities for Re-creation and Rejuvenation
January 11 7:30-9:00 p.m.
Kathleen Keating, Pastoral Care Associate, facilitator
Anticipating, or just beginning retirement? Or have you been retired for some time and would like to delve
more deeply into who you are and who you are called to be? This may be the first time in our lives that we are
free to choose work that brings out the best in us and brings our best into the world. Sharing in this session
could give a rich perspective on our journeys in the “third age” of life. We will discuss differences between
working for money, or occupation; contrasted with what we may call our vocation, what we are called to do.
We will consider several opportunities for intellectual and spiritual growth. Sign up in the Atrium or contact
Kathleen Keating at kathleenkeating@comcast.net.
Beginning Conversations about Choices for End of Life
February 1 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Session 1: Beginning the Conversation: Talking with Loved Ones about End-of-Life Care Planning
Rev. Ann Galloway-Egge and Kathleen Keating, facilitators
“Who would speak for you if you couldn’t speak for yourself?” Advance care planning begins with a
conversation with loved ones about your wishes and preferences for care at the end of your life. We often think
this is an issue just for older adults, but it should be considered by anyone over 18 years old. Join WBUUC
members and facilitators to explore ideas about how and when to begin discussing your wishes with loved
ones. This session will help prepare you to write your advance directives. “5 Wishes” advance directive forms
will be available at the class. For more information, contact kathleenkeating@comcast.net
Called to Serve: Stories of Men and Women Confronted by the Vietnam War Draft
Victoria Safford, facilitator
Wednesdays, January 11 and 18
7:00 p.m.
Using Thomas Weiner’s anthology by this title, we invite those who came of age during the Vietnam War to
share their draft-age stories, and all who are interested to attend. What choices confronted you then? What was
your response, and how did it shape your life afterwards? Let us know you’re coming by signing up in the
Atrium or through our website, www.whitebearunitarian.org, and we’ll send reflection questions to you in
advance. The book is available for sale at our church book store; you may also borrow a copy from Victoria.
(Tom Weiner will be the featured speaker at the Prairie Star District Annual Conference, hosted by our
congregation this coming April, on the theme of war and peace.)
Looking for a Men’s Group at WBUUC?
Sunday, January 15 10:15 a.m.
Over the years there have been various kinds of men’s groups here at WBUUC, which have come and gone as
people’s needs and interests have changed. It may be time to gather together again and see what the men of
WBUUC might want at this new moment in time, and see how it might fit in with our Lifespan Spiritual
Development program. Please join us for a short exploratory meeting on Sunday, January 15, 10:15-11:00, in
the Alcove. The direction that we take will be determined by the people who get involved. (You need not be a
member to bring your ideas.) If you can’t make the meeting but want to hear how it went or share your ideas,
let us know that as well (contact Steve Kahn at stevekahn@comcast.net or our Director of Congregational
Life, Doug Federhart at dfederhart@whitebearunitarian.org).
RE Orientation for New Families
Sunday, January 29 after each service
The Religious Growth and Learning Committee would like to invite our new families to an orientation to be
held on Sunday, October 30 after each service. We will provide your children with a light lunch and spend
forty minutes or so giving you information about our program and, most importantly, answering your
questions. Children will be cared for in the first grade classroom and the parent meeting will be held next door,
in the William Ellery Channing room.
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Lifespan Spiritual Direction
Global Climate Speaker Series:
Transit - An Essential System for the Health of the Twin Cities
Weds., January 18 7:30 p.m.
Bill Neuendorf, Director of Policy & Advocacy for Transit for Livable Communities.
Did you know that the Twin Cities highway network provides more lane-miles of highways per capita than Los
Angeles? Despite this, commuter traffic and delays are increasing. Even MnDOT’s engineers admit we cannot
“build” our way out of congestion. The 2030 Plan for Transitways offers a viable solution. Join us to explore
how we all get around today and envision what our region would look like if there were better options for
walking to the store, bicycling to school, and taking the bus or train to work.
Second Monday Book Discussion
Monday, January 9 12:00 noon
facilitated by Dee Smith
In January we’ll discuss Michael Shermer’s The Believing Brain: From Ghosts and Gods to Politics and
Conspiracies—How we Construct Beliefs and Reinforce Them as Truths. Bring a bag lunch and join us for a
lively discussion.
UU Voices
Wednesday, January 25 7:30 p.m.
facilitated by Dee Smith
This month, we’ll talk about Jenkin Lloyd Jones (1843-1918), a pioneering Unitarian minister, missionary,
educator, and journalist, who expanded the ranks of Midwestern Unitarians. A radical theist, he tried to move
Unitarianism away from a Christian focus towards a non-sectarian engagement with world religion. Readings
available in the Social Hall by mid-month.

Visible Signs of Inward Grace Art Exhibit: Common Ground
Share the visible signs of your winter’s inward turning! Be ready to show your artwork in the Sixth Annual
VSIG Art Exhibit. Paint, draw, turn, chip, burn, dye, cast, cut, print, bend or twist. Let’s see what happens
when we practice creativity and show the results to each other!
FIRST, you are invited to the Sixth Annual VSIG Sunday service on January 22nd (see front of the newsletter)
featuring artists Kate Christopher, Steve Harmon and Janel Jacobsen. Reflect on what occurs between the singular creative process and the clamor of the public square.
THEN, share the visible signs of the artist you are by entering your work in the exhibition. See the VSIG
poster in the fellowship hall and pick up an entry form. The deadline for receiving entries is March 12, 2012.
Important Dates:
The Exhibition: March 26-April 30, 2012
Deadline for Entries: March 12
Deadline for Pieces to be at Church: March 18
Opening of Exhibition: March 25
Opening Party: Saturday, March 31, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
For more information, e-mail: Robin Lalor at dolphin54@me.com; Karen Dahl at karenfreyadahl@gmail.com;
or Margery McAlpine at mmcalpine5011@comcast.net

January 2012
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Social Action
Marriage Amendment Campaign
Why Marriage Matters: Presentation by Ralph Wyman, Director and Organizer for MUUSJA
Monday, January 9th 7:00—8:30 p.m.
The long national battle over marriage has come to Minnesota, and in November voters will decide if
discrimination should be written into the state constitution. Come hear Ralph Wyman, Director and Organizer
for the Minnesota UU Social Justice Alliance, present a short, accessible training on how best to talk about
why marriage matters to LGBT Minnesotans – and to us all. We’ll explore ways to move conversations in
helpful directions, and have time to practice together.
A UU since elementary school, Ralph has worked for LGBT rights, as well as the environment and other
issues, for twenty-plus years. The MN UU Social Justice Alliance (www.muusja.org) has been organizing UUs
for marriage equality since 2005. Contact: Jane Bacon (JaneGBacon@msn.com) See WBUUC website for details.
Freedom to Marry Week is Feb. 12-18: Show your support for marriage equality and your opposition to the
proposed amendment by wearing your Standing on the Side of Love t-shirt to church on Sunday, February 12th.
Don’t have your t-shirt yet? Buy one at the SSL table in the Social Hall.

Green Sanctuary Project Highlights
The Leopold Project. The Green Sanctuary Program invites congregations to embark on an exploration of
what it means to live today within a religious community on an imperiled earth. It invites congregations to
strengthen the connection between spiritual practice and Earth consciousness so that we may faithfully observe
the UU Seventh Principle: respect for the interdependent web of existence of which we are a part. As part of its
action plan to attain Green Sanctuary status in Religious Education, WBUUC will initiate a 3-year program
starting in 2012 to understand the interdependent web of existence through the life of Aldo Leopold and his
classic book, The Sand County Almanac . A steering committee will form to select educational activities for
adults, youth and children, and the first meeting will be at 7:00 pm on Wednesday, January 18.
If you have been introduced to The Sand County Almanac and wish to explore its ecological and spiritual
concepts more deeply, or if you wish to share with others the deep significance it now holds for you, contact
Dana Jackson ( danaleep@q.com) or 651-430-0188 to join the steering committee or to find out more about
the Leopold Project.
February 12, 6:30 p.m. at WBUUC: See Green Fire: Aldo Leopold and a Land Ethic for our Time, a
documentary film released in 2011 that highlights Leopold’s extraordinary career and traces how he influenced
the modern environmental movement and continues to inspire people today.
***Seeking Project Leader***
Localvore Eating Education, one of the most popular Green Sanctuary projects, needs a leader for the 2012/13
church year. The project is envisioned to occur during the fourth Wednesday mindful eating community
supper. The project leader does not need to be present each month. Many congregants are excited to learn
about the relationship of local agriculture, environment, social justice and just plain how to cook yearlong with
local foods. Just say yes! and drop us a note at wbgreenteam@gmail.com.
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7:00 a.m.
MLK Breakfast
6:30 Nominations &
Leadership

23
6:30 Belonging &
Community

From Worst to First
Guest Speaker: Louis King

8:50 & 10:50 Giving Voice
10:10 Youth Choir
10:10 Sitting Meditation
10:15 Men’s Group meeting

22 Services and RE at 9 & 11

Reflections from Common Ground:
from Solitude to Social Contract
Kate Christopher, Steve Harmon,
Janel Jacobson

Services and RE at 9 & 11

8:50 & 10:50 Giving Voice
10:10 Youth Choir
10:10 Sitting Meditation
10:00 RE New Family Orientation
12:00 RE New Family Orientation

THIS I BELIEVE:
Alex Molina and Maggie Dalton

29

8:50 & 10:50 Giving Voice
10:10 Youth Choir
10:10 Sitting Meditation

www.whitebearunitarian.org
30

16

12:00 Second
Monday Group
6:00 Belonging &
Community
7:00 Women’s Book
Club
7:00 Marriage
Equality Training

9

15 Services and RE at 9 & 11

8:50 & 10:50 Giving Voice
10:10 Sitting Meditation
10:10 Youth Choir
12:30 Welcome to Our Church
12:30 Writer’s Group
5:00 Potluck Supper

Victoria Safford

Services and RE at 9 & 11

Make Me a World

8

Office Closed

Peg Guilfoyle

Star-stuff

Monday

2

January ‘12

1 One Service Only at 11:00

January 2012

11

31

7:00 Executive
Committee

24

7:00 Shamanic
Drumming

17

6:00 Building
Committee
7:00 PSD Local
Logistics Cmtt

10

7:15 Pledge Cmtt

3

Tuesday

Choir
Supper
ConScience Mtg
Board

6:00 Choir
6:30 Supper
7:00 Board
7:30 Conversations about End
of Life

1

25
6:00 Choir
6:00 Youth Service Planning
6:00 Development Cmtt
6:30 Supper
7:15 UUs Got Talent Mtg
7:30 Worship Committee
7:30 UU Voices

9:30 Pastoral Care
6:00 Choir
6:30 Supper
7:00 Called to Serve
7:00 Financial Oversight
7:00 Green Sanctuary
7:30 Global Climate Speaker

18

6:00 Choir
6:00 Youth/Adult Cmtt
6:45 Boston Bound Mtg
6:30 Supper
7:00 Called to Serve
7:00 Global Climate
Committee
7:30 Retirement class

11

4
6:00
6:30
6:45
7:00

Wednesday

2

26

19

7:00 Religious Growth
and Learning Cmtt

12

5

Thursday

3

27

7:00 Youth
Overnight

20

13

6

Friday

Gorka
Concert

7:30 John

4

9:30 Big Band
Rehearsal

28

21

14

9:30 Big Band
Rehearsal

7

Saturday

WHITE BEAR UNITARIAN
UNIVERSALIST CHURCH

DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY

328 Maple Street
Mahtomedi, MN 55115
Phone: (651) 426-2369
Fax: (651) 426-5107
Email: office@whitebearunitarian.org
www.whitebearunitarian.org
www.facebook.com/WBUUC

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Twin Cities, MN
Permit No. 912

January 2012
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Martin Luther King Day Breakfast
Monday, January 16th
7:00 a.m.
Live simulcast from the Minneapolis Convention Center
Keynote Speaker: Nontombi Naomi Tutu,
daughter of Desmond Tutu

Join us for this inspirational morning!
Tickets on sale at church. More details inside and on the website.

WHITE BEAR UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
February 2012

Vol. LVIII, No. 2
Services and Religious Education at 9 and 11 a.m.
Giving Voice to the Spirit: Community Singing before each Sunday service

February 5

Be Here Now

Victoria Safford

 Music from the Choir, directed by Thaxter Cunio, with Margaret Humphrey, violin
 Coffee and conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall
 Becoming a Member of White Bear UU Church – see page 6 !

February 12

Standing Somewhere






February 19

Victoria Safford

Music from the Choir, directed by Thaxter Cunio, with Carol Caouette, piano
Special Collection for Marriage Equality
Coffee and conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall
Monthly Writers Group at 12:30 - all welcome.
Second Sunday Potluck Supper at 5:00 p.m. – all welcome – see page 6 !

Yesterday, The Tree Was Just a Tree: Encountering Awe

WBUUC Youth

We spend most of our time filtering what we see, and can forget to focus on what's right in front of us.
When we are awakened by awe, there is no going back. Everything is different.
 Music from Rachel Castle, Noah Muth and others
 Coffee and conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall

February 26

Singing for Our Lives with special guest Leslie Ball

Leslie has performed on stages around the country...from the Guthrie Theater - to Carnegie Hall - to a U.S.O.
tour entertaining the troops stationed in Panama and the Caribbean. In 1991 Leslie returned to Minneapolis
and launched BALLS Cabaret, an experimental stage for performers of any discipline or level of experience.
BALLS is currently celebrating its 20th anniversary. It's the longest running weekly midnight cabaret in
history – and was featured in the New York Times as a "must-see" in the Twin Cities. Leslie was honored
with the Hawkinson Peace and Justice Award for her work as an artist and activist. She is also the recipient
of a number of MN Music Academy awards, including best female songwriter. She earned her MFA at New
York University, and her Master of Divinity Degree at United Theological Seminary.
 Special Collection for Area Food Shelves
 Coffee and conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall

Living the Questions
Live the questions...love the questions.

Theme for February: Mortality
the practice of being alive
Questions for contemplation and conversation
on your own, around the dinner table, in your journal, with each other
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

What is death?
Is death the end?
Are there varying degrees of being alive?
Is being awake in the here and now the ultimate form of being alive?
Would you want to live forever if it were a possibility?
When have you felt most alive?
Can you remember when the fact of mortality – your own mortality and that of
other people, other living things – first became real to you?
8. Is it real to you now, the certainty that you will die?
9. What, for you, would be a good death?
Additional questions, readings and resources may be found at
www.whitebearunitiarian.org under Living the Questions.

Monthly Writers Group

2nd Sunday each month 12:30 – 2:30 p,m.

Facilitator: Judy Mitzuk
People seek continuity between the inner world and the outer…and writing becomes a means to engage
that creative force within and beyond us, the sacred presence that lends us life. - Elizabeth Andrew
All are welcome! Come take a journey with us as we explore the monthly themes through reflection,
discussion, and writing. Journey with us as we unpack our inner world to release “the sacred presence that
lends us life.” We will share our work-in-progress with one another and, if you choose, you can submit
your piece to Victoria for possible inclusion in upcoming services. Deadlines for submission will be two
weeks before the first Sunday of the month.
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From the President

Klay Eckles

“Have great hopes and dare to go all out for them. Have great dreams and
dare to live them. Have tremendous expectations and believe in them.”
—Norman Vincent Peale

Board

Klay Eckles, President
Gloria Ferguson, Vice President
Sara Wolff, Secretary
I attended the MLK Breakfast in January, and it spoke volumes about our
Phil Williams, Treasurer
Dick Haskett, Past President
church and what we are all about; this outstanding morning reflected our
Mara Coyle
values and outward vision to perfection. I was proud to be a member of our
Nancy Ver Steegh
church, as we were a shining example to the greater world. A huge,
Dale Anderson
humbling, proud Thank You to all that worked so hard to make us proud, and Ron Ofstead
most importantly, to make a real difference.
Jocelyn Stein
Maggie Dalton, Youth Rep
This extraordinary event could be the ordinary for us. We are on a threshold Victoria Safford, Minister

of becoming a true and powerful engine for good in the world. We started
this journey 7 years ago, when we made the commitment to build a new spiritual home to serve as a nexus.
We did it; we expanded our building, enhancing and enlarging our facility to serve our spiritual needs as well
as the new friends we hoped would come. And they came…You came!
Now we are over 700 members strong and growing. We are vibrant, active and committed to each other and
the greater good. But we knew from the start of the building campaign that we would need one other
ingredient for our success…we knew we would need a minister and staff as committed to the journey as we
are. To achieve our dreams, the church now needs an Assistant Minister to serve those of us that are here
now. No other congregation of comparable size in the UUA is served by a single minister. We need to
increase our staff to meet the expectations and dreams of our growing community.
In mid-March, just as we commence our pledge campaign for next year, our Search Committee will conclude
its interviews with the Assistant Minister candidates, and we will likely invite one of them to join us here.
To fund this new position and to keep our promises as fair employers to our existing staff, our congregation
needs to show an increase in our giving.
We speak our covenant every week. It is reflected back to us in the words and music we hear every Sunday,
in the ways our children are guided and loved, in rites of passage, stands for justice, in small circles for
sharing our stories. In all of this our staff companions and supports us, as we grow, so too must our staff.
In March, you will receive a clear invitation to make a financial contribution in the form of a pledge. I
especially want to encourage our newer members to help us reach our goal; your presence makes us stronger,
and can bring us closer to who we want to be. Whether you recently joined, or are a WBUUC original, I ask
that you help bridge the gap by making a pledge that honors our covenant to each other, to our staff and to our
shared potential as a force for good. I have no doubt that we can achieve our dreams if each of us is generous
according to our means.
“The most important things in life aren’t things.” —Anthony J. D’Angelo

Among Ourselves
We are thinking of the family of Don Gipple,a founding member of our congregation who died in
November, and also the family of Dick Leuben, a longtime member who died in December. Our hearts are
with Stodden Danelius, whose mother died on Christmas Day, and with Jerry and Kirsten Lakso, whose
niece Rosie died in December. Barbara Badger is in hospice care at Good Samaritan in Stillwater; she
welcomes visits from friends.
February 2012
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DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Janet Hanson

February Theme: Mortality, the practice of living
I often have parents ask me to recommend books for children about death. I have a number on my shelf that I
regularly recommend. For younger ones: The Fall of Freddie the Leaf, Badger’s Parting Gifts, The Tenth
Good Thing about Barney, I’ll Always Love You. Many of these deal with death from a natural point of view,
or deal with the loss of a pet- so often a child’s first experience with death. I’ll Always Love You is particularly
good for this. For children who are a bit older I like Annie and the Old One. If you would like to read some
advice about how to talk to children about this subject, I recommend the National Institute of Health for a
paper on the subject (cc.nih.gov/ccc/patient_education/pepubs/childhealth.pdf). In addition, maintaining a
close connection to the natural world will give children ample opportunity to observe the cycle of life and
death.
Secret Pals – Shh!
I hope you are enjoying our Secret Pal program. Remember, if you need to miss one of these Sundays you can
mail to your pal – just see me if you would like help. Keep in touch, and stay secret – the party to reveal
identities is always lots of fun. If you will have to miss the party (March 4) let me know and I will make
arrangements for you to connect and make sure that no one shows up to the party to find no pal!
Social Action Projects
Thanks so much to all of you for your support of all our social action initiatives! We sent quite the impressive
amount of warm winter wear to the school and they are most grateful. Your purchases of hand crafted chalices
at the art sale enabled us to make a donation of $145 to the Refugee services at the Minnesota Council of
Churches. As always, your generous support of birthday bags is much appreciated – I delivered 9 bags for
January birthdays. Our next month to provide bags will be April – so watch for a notice if you would like to
help assemble those. Much thanks to the folks who helped me put the bags for January together – you saved
me lots of time! February 12 will be our next project – helpers are welcome!
RE Open House –Do You Know What’s Happening in Your Church?
Don’t miss the Open House in the RE wing. On February 5th we would like to especially invite members to
visit the classrooms and meet the children. Come and visit immediately following each service. Parents can
have that 10 minutes to visit in the Social Hall and everyone else is
welcome to come and see the kids. They would love to tell you
This publication is the property of White
about what they have been doing this year and are preparing a special
Bear Unitarian Universalist Church. Its
snack for you! Don’t miss this chance to visit.
purpose is to inform members and friends
and facilitate fellowship. Ideas expressed
herein are not necessarily endorsed by the
Board or congregation.
Copy that is consistent with the mission of
the church is welcome from members and
friends and will be published according to
the newsletter policy.

February Calendar

Feb. 5
Feb. 9

Send submissions to:

salmon@whitebearunitarian.org
or leave them in the office. Please
provide your name and phone number.
Next Deadline: March 15
Editor/Layout: Carol-Linnea Salmon
Distribution:
Janet Kortuem, Mary
Kurth, Ginger Sykes
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Feb. 12
Feb. 22
Feb. 26
March 4

www.whitebearunitarian.org

Open House after each service
Religious Growth and Learning
Committee Meeting 7-9 p.m.
Social Action Sunday – Volunteers
needed
6th Grade OWL Orientation 6:30 p.m.
Teacher Training 3-5 p.m.
Secret Pal Party after each service –
Youth Room
February 2012

_________________________________________________________
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH PROGRAMS
Jill Schwendeman
Who Am I Without You? Teens and Grief
No matter how old we are, the death of a loved one takes away someone
who helps us answer the question, Who am I? Grief is a dual process,
never completely finished, in which we both let go of the loved one and
learn how to hold on to them. Key to healthy grieving is the search for a
meaningful way to relate to the person who has been lost – a bridging of
past and future. As one author put it, death ends a life, not a relationship.
Even years later, bereavement work including reflection and a reshaping
of our bond with the deceased can bring spiritual growth and comfort.
Adolescents who lose a mom or dad grieve while also going through
through the normal teen process of seeing how they are both attached to
and separate from their parents. Being connected to the parent is not just
comforting but actually helps the teen grow. A concrete, sensory keepsake
such as a well-worn clothing item may help by evoking the parent’s
presence. The relationship will change over time, including “regrieving”
of the loss. Teens who believe they can control how they interpret the
ongoing relationship may experience a sense of empowerment.
There are no short-cuts. Each grief is unique. To help: maintain stable
routines as possible; validate feelings; address issues that may arise with
self esteem, security, anger, self efficacy, or feeling “different”; offer
information with no rush for answers; and don’t judge how grief “should”
proceed. For more including A Bill of Rights for Grieving Teens, see
The Doughy Center for Grieving Families and Children at doughy.org.
Indebted to: Sharon Leighton (2008). Bereavement therapy with adolescents: Facilitating a process of spiritual growth. Journ. Child &
Adolescent Psych. Nursing, 21 (1); Mary Susillo (2005): Beyond the grave—Adolescent parental loss. Psychoan. Dialogues, 15 (4); &
Carol Thomas (2011). Supporting the grieving adolescent. Prevention Researcher, 18 (3).

YOUTH EVENTS IN FEBRUARY
Wed. 1

Youth Service Meeting, 6:00-8:00. We’ll break for dinner 6:30-7:00.
Scholarhip Request for Boston Bound Due. E-mail or see me for more information.
Sun. 5 Chalice Making. Coming of Age youth at Christopher studio. Arrive by 8:45, return by 11:00.
Wed. 8 Youth/Adult Committee, 6:00-6:30. All youth and parents welcome.
Wed. 8 Youth Service Workshop, 6:45-8:00 for youth in grades 9-12.
Mon. 12 Boston Bound Registration Due with a deposit of $175. Form available in youth office.
Wed. 15 Youth Service Workshop, 6:00-8:00. We’ll break for dinner 6:30-7:00.
Sat. 18 Youth Service Rehearsal, 6:00-9:00, for grades 9-12. Bring $5 for pizza.
Sun. 19 Youth Service at both services. Grades 9-12, arrive by 8:00 a.m. Plan to stay until 12:30.
Wed. 22 Youth Night, 6:00-8:00, including dinner together at 6:30. Come chill out with friends….
Sun. 26 Last Day of Winter RE. Please take time to thank teachers and youth advisors.
Sun. 26 Boston Bound Meeting, 10:15-10:45, for participants and parents. Courtyard room.
Sun. 26 Snow Tubing for grades 7-12. Meet at 12:30, return by 3:45. Pizza and Tubing: $14. Scholarships
available. P-slip and Green Acres waiver (greenacresrec.com) required. RSVP youth@whitebearunitarian.org.
Wed. 29 ConScience Planning Meeting, 6:00-8:00. We’ll break for dinner 6:30-7:00.

** Register now for the spring conference! Go to www.psduua.org/drupal/annualconference2012
www.whitebearunitarian.org
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Music Notes from Thaxter Cunio,

Director of Music

You’re here to become a sort of therapist for the human soul, a spiritual version of a chiropractor,
physical therapist, someone who works with our insides to see if they get things to line up, to see
if we can come into harmony with ourselves and be healthy and happy and well.
— Karl Paulnack, pianist and director at Boston Conservatory, in an address to musicians
In many ways, this is our musical mission at WBUUC. From our congregational singing of hymns to Carol
Caouette's mini hymn sing initiative to the adult choir and featured musicians. We're all in this together to
help each other grow. This, from Michael McGlynn:
"Music wasn’t simply a chance for the congregation to sing together, rather it was a series of sonic sign-posts
angled towards illumination of the underlying spiritual truth of the service."
Syncing music to Victoria's sermons or monthly theme is also our mission to capture those 'sonic sign-posts'
together. Isn't this why we're here? To gain insight, to gain perspective and to help each other?

BECOMING A MEMBER OF WHITE BEAR UU CHURCH
after the services on Sunday, February 5th
10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
an opportunity to join the congregation by signing the
Membership Book in the Sanctuary after each service
If you’ve been thinking of joining our congregation, now is the time! Membership in this congregation
requires no creedal commitment; the free faith tradition of religious pluralism imposes no uniform
expectation regarding theology, spiritual practice, or belief. Instead, members freely join in covenant with
one another by signing their names in the Membership Book. This is a brief gathering; those present at the
second service are warmly invited to stay for the light lunch that precedes the Orientation at 12:30 p.m.
WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH — Orientation
Sunday, February 5th 12:30—2:00 p.m.
an informational introduction to our programs for newcomers and visitors,
with lunch and childcare provided. All are welcome!

Community Meals
Second Sunday Potlucks from 5:00-6:30 p.m.

next potluck February 12

Join friends and friends-you-don’t –yet-know for a relaxed and easy dinner as the weekend closes and the
new week begins. Bring yourself, bring a friend, bring your family, and bring a dish to share! All children
and adults are welcome!

Wednesday Supper every week 6:30 and 7:15 p.m.
Join us in the Social Hall for a community meal hosted by a rotation of volunteer teams. Children, adults,
and youth are all welcome at this mid-week supper for friends and new friends. Do you like to cook or
wash dishes in a friendly, lively kitchen? Contact Doug Federhart to join in!
(dfederhart@whitebearunitarian.org)
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Lifespan Spiritual Direction
WALKING THE TALK: Anti-racism and anti-oppression in our own congregation
An invitation from Victoria Safford
This month we were honored to hear two powerful speakers from the wider community, sharing with us the
inspiring work of two radical organizations: Louis King told us how HIRE is connecting underemployed people
of color to real, sustaining jobs here in Minnesota, where minority unemployment is higher than in any other
state (THE BEST SOCIAL SERVICE PROGRAM IS A JOB! – he said, and we all said, AMEN!); and James
Cannon spoke beautifully about AMICUS, restoring the dignity and workplace potential of ex-offenders. I call
them “radical” because these two agencies cut cleanly to one of the deepest roots of contemporary poverty:
contemporary racism.
This May, we will be honored again, as the Reverend Mark Morrison-Reed joins us for a two days of deep
reflection. A distinguished author and renowned speaker, Mark is one of only a few African American
ministers in the Unitarian Universalist Association. He will lead us in workshops and discussions exploring the
history (and future) of WBUUC and the UUA, and on Sunday, May 6, he will preach at both services.
Two Ways to Be Involved Right Now:
I’m looking for a small group to help me plan Mark’s visit in May, and to brainstorm ways to engage all of us in
these urgent conversations. Time commitment: 3-4 meetings between now and May 5. Contact me (651.426.
2369/ vsafford@whitebearunitarian.org) or leave your name and email on the sign-up sheet in the Atrium.
Plan to attend my March discussion group, Darkening the Doorways, based on Mark’s book by this title. (You
can sign up in the Atrium and purchase the book on Sundays.) We’ll explore the stories of African Americans
within our congregations, a fascinating, mixed record of shameful treatment and proud, faithful resistance. I’ll be
joined by Sara Van Vreede from Augsburg College, a lifelong UU and graduate of our RE and Youth Programs.

Beginning the Discussion: Talking with Loved Ones about Advanced Health Care Directives
Wednesday, February 1 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Session 1: Beginning the Conversation: Talking with Loved Ones about End-of-Life Care Planning
“Who would speak for you if you couldn’t speak for yourself?” Advance care planning begins with a conversation
with loved ones about your wishes and preferences for care at the end of your life. We often think this is an issue
just for older adults, but it should be considered by anyone over 18 years old. Join WBUUC members and
facilitators to explore ideas about how and when to begin discussing your wishes with loved ones. This session will
help prepare you to write your advance directives. “5 Wishes” advance directive forms will be available at the
class. Session 2 will take place on March 14th. For more information, contact kathleenkeating@comcast.net Rev.
Ann Galloway-Egge and Kathleen Keating, facilitators
Bible 101
__________ Tuesdays, February 7-28__ 7:00 p.m.
A basic introduction to the Bible, a book about which many of us know very little. John Buehrens, author of
Understanding the Bible, says, “the influence of the Bible remains pervasive in our culture.” Our language is full of
its words and phrases, ideas and images. This is not an in-depth study but an overview of the history, myths, poems,
and wisdom gathered from many sources over thousands of years. Come with your questions and join a lively
discussion. The book will be available in our bookstore.
Louise Pardee, facilitator
Global Climate Speaker Series_____________________________ Weds., February 15 7:30 p.m.
Fracking and Our Clean Energy Future
Margaret Levin, State Director, Sierra Club North Star Chapter
Drilling for oil and natural gas is contaminating drinking water and treasured landscapes. Please join us to discuss
this issue and Sierra Club’s response, and what solutions are needed to safeguard our communities, hold
corporations accountable, and advance our clean, renewable energy future.
February 2012
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News from the Assistant Minister Search Committee

The Process Update:
With our phone interviews completed and references checked/confirmed, we’ve chosen our top candidates
(from a very impressive pool) and have extended the invitation to further the conversation with us by visiting WBUUC to meet with the Search Committee, and staff. Confidentiality concerns prevent us from introducing them widely, but you can be confident that these individuals are truly a remarkable bunch, all offering different gifts and various theologies, but the one common thread they all share–they are as excited
about us as we are about them!

What’s in Store for February:
We’ll be welcoming our top candidates to WBUUC for face-to-face interviews conducted over weekend
visits to WBUUC and the surrounding community during the month of February and possibly early March
if needed. After these weekend visits are completed, the Search Committee and Victoria will make a final
decision as this is a hired, not a called position. We’re aiming to make an offer by mid-March to our top
candidate with the position to start in August.

Stay Connected:
Watch for further updates from our committee in future months via the newsletter, enewsletter,
www.whitebearunitarian.org and facebook. We want you to be informed! And of course, if you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to ask one of our members or send an email to searchcommittee@whitebearunitarian.org.
John Kirwin – Chair, Kathy Sedro, Dick Rogers, Erin Scott, Tim Nelson, Victoria Safford

Second Monday Book Discussion
facilitated by Dee Smith

Monday, February 13 12:00 noon

For our February meeting on the 12th the 2nd Monday Group will undertake another examination of Michael
Shermer’s The Believing Brain, this time focusing on Part III, Belief in Things Unseen [God, aliens, and conspiracies] and Part IV, Belief in Things Seen [politics and confirmations, geographies, and cosmologies of belief]. Believe us, it’s interesting reading! Come join us.
UU Voices
facilitated by Dee Smith

Wednesday, February 22 7:30 p.m.

On Wednesday, February 22nd, we’ll examine one of writings of another fascinating UU - Olympia Brown.
This Universalist, one of the very earliest of the women ordained as ministers in the United States, she traveled, spoke, and fought for women’s rights in the last half of the 19th century. We’ll meet in our Olympia
Brown room in the RE wing for this discussion! Pick up the reading in the Social Hall and join us.
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Social Action
Energizing Allies to Defeat the Marriage Amendment
Sunday, February 19th 12:30—2:00 p.m. in the Social Hall light snacks will be provided
Presented by Denny SmithParticipants will:
Develop the confidence and competence to effectively communicate the importance of marriage for samesex couples.
Learn how to initiate conversations with others to persuade them to vote “No” on the amendment.
Become energized and motivated to get involved and to help MN be the first state to say “NO” to writing
discrimination into the state constitution.
Denny Smith has worked as a teacher and motivational speaker for years. He retired from teaching in 2010 to
advocate for gay rights and has served as president of the St. Cloud/Central Minnesota PFLAG (Parent, Family
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays).
Sunday, February 12th: Celebrate Freedom to Marry Week by showing your support for marriage equality
and your opposition to the proposed amendment. Wear your Standing on the Side of Love t-shirt to church on
Sunday, February 12th. Don’t have your t-shirt yet? Buy one at the SSL table in the Social Hall. New supplies
are in so WE DO HAVE YOUR SIZE.
Contact: Jane Bacon (JaneGBacon@msn.com) See WBUUC website for details.

Mahtomedi Food Shelf
In 2011, the Mahtomedi Food Shelf served 5064 people, gave out 164,135 lbs of food and served 1354
household. This month, our church donated 125 lb of food. Thank-you! We will be designating our special
collection on February 26th to our area food shelves. With the slow economy, people are really struggling to
make ends meet. The amount of food and money given in March is used to determine what level of assistance
the food shelves receive from the state, so please donate if you are able. We will be setting aside the second
Sunday of each month specifically to remember the food shelves. Local food shelves especially need the
following items: peas, cold cereal, beef stew, ravioli, peanut butter/jelly, rice, tomato products, pasta, helper
meals, tissues, and laundry soap.
Donate Paper Bags for the Food Shelf Students in a 7th grade English class at Mahtomedi Middle
School are collecting paper bags for the food shelf as a community service project. You may drop them off
near the shopping cart in the Social Hall. Thank you!

Green Sanctuary Project Highlights

Community Supported Agriculture

Our church will once again be a drop site for Big River Farm CSA. Big River Farm is run by the Minnesota
Food Association (www.mnfoodassociation.org) a non-profit organization with the mission to support a more
sustainable food system and train new immigrant farmers in organic production of fruits and vegetables. To
sign up or learn more, watch for information in the Social Hall or contact Bud Markhart (612.261.5023/
amarkhar@umn.edu).

February 2012
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Visible Signs of Inward Grace Art Exhibit: Common Ground
March 25-April 29, 2012
It’s February! Let’s review our monthly practices this winter:
December SILENCE: the practice of listening
January ORIGIN: the practice of creativity
February MORTALITY: the practice of being alive
March COVENANT: the practice of walking together
We’ve been invited to be quiet, to listen. We’ve been inspired to create.
NOW, we are asked to consider our material existence, what makes us mortal. What makes me alive in this
life? Creating? Family? Dreams? Metaphors? Structures? Vessels? Images? Creating?
AND YOU ARE INVITED TO share the visible signs of the artist you are by walking together in the 2012
VSIG Art Exhibition in March. See the VSIG poster in the fellowship hall and pick up an entry form. The
deadline for receiving entries is March 15, 2012.
Important Dates:
The Exhibition: March 25-April 29, 2012
Deadline for Entries: March 15
Deadline for Pieces to be at Church: March 18-19
Opening Party: Saturday, March 31, 6:30-8:30pm
For more information, e-mail: Robin Lalor at dolphin54@me.com; Karen Dahl at karenfryadahl@gmail.com;
or Margery McAlpine at mmcalpine5011@comcast.net

U.U’s Got Talent

French Dinner

Saturday, March 3 and Saturday, April 7
(Bringing the Coffee House in the 21st Century)

Saturday, February 25th

We have two great shows coming up and are
recruiting performers from church. We’re looking
for vocals, instrumentals, comedy, poetry, storytelling, magic, juggling, other (surprise us). Solo
or groups (set one up), children, teens, adults.
We’ll feature members, newcomers and friends of
yours who perform with you. Beverages and light
snacks will be provided, with a donation basket to
offset expenses.
For the Saturday, March 3rd performance contact
Roger Alm (651.777.6533/r2alm@comcast.net).
For the Saturday, April 7th performance, contact
Joel Hedland (651.765.4729). To help in other
ways or to provide additional ideas/input, contact
Barb Flo (651.430.1863 /barbflo@comcast.net).

For almost 30 years, this has been a magical
evening when the Social Hall is transformed into
a restaurant known as a la Chapelle de l’Ours
Blanc. On this evening, members and friends
who like to cook treat those who like to eat well
to a French dinner. Our theme this year will be
“Celebrating Julia Child”. Entertainment centers
on lively conversation and singing French songs
around the piano.
Tickets cost $20 and will be sold after services
on February 5th and 12th. (Tickets are limited
and sell out quickly.) If you would like to
participate in the fun, we need servers (contact
Jill Waterhouse 612.339.6011) and kitchen and
clean-up help (contact Dee Smith 651.426.3145
or Ron Holch 651.642.9717).

We know our church is filled with many who
enjoy performing….so SIGN UP and let us enjoy
your talents! Mark your calendars and bring your
family and friends for some mid-winter fun!
10
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10:10 Sitting Meditation
10:10 Youth Choir
10 &12 RE Open House
12:30 Welcome to Our Church

Victoria Safford

Services and RE at 9 & 11

Be Here Now

5

February ‘12

February 2012

Victoria Safford

Leslie Ball

10:10 Youth Choir
10:10 Sitting Meditation
10:15 Boston Bound Mtg
12:30 Snowtubing
3:00 RE Teacher Training

Singing for Our Lives

26 Services and RE at 9 & 11

10:10 Youth Choir
10:10 Sitting Meditation
12:30 Marriage Equality Workshop

11

Special Collection for Food Shelves

6:00 Belonging &
Community

27

6:30 Nominations &
Leadership

19 Services and RE at 9 & 11

Yesterday the Tree was Just a Tree:
Encountering Awe
WBUUC Youth

20

Special Collection for Marriage Equality

12:00 Second
Monday Group

13

6

Monday

6:00 Belonging &
Community
7:00 Women’s Book
Club

RE Social Action Sunday
10:10 Youth Choir
10:10 Sitting Meditation
12:30 Writer’s Group
5:00 Potluck Supper

Standing Somewhere

12 Services and RE at 9 & 11

www.whitebearunitarian.org
7:00 Executive
Committee

28

7:00 Shamanic
Drumming
7:00 East Metro
Marriage Equality

21

6:00 Building
Committee

14

7

Tuesday

6:00 Choir
6:00 ConScience Planning Mtg
6:30 Supper

29

22
6:00 Choir
6:00 Youth Night
6:00 Development Cmtt
6:30 Supper
6:30 6th Grade OWL
Orientation
7:00 Financial Oversight
7:30 Worship Committee
7:30 UU Voices

9:30 Pastoral Care
6:00 Choir
6:00 Youth Service Workshop
6:30 Supper
7:15 Green Sanctuary
7:30 Global Climate Speaker

15

6:00 Choir
6:00 Youth/Adult Cmtt
6:30 Supper
6:45 Youth Service Mtg

1

23

16

7:00 Religious
Growth and
Learning Cmtt

9

2

1
6:00 Choir
6:00 Youth Service Mtg
6:30 Supper
7:00 Board
7:30 Conversations about end
of life
8

Thursday

Wednesday

2

24

17

10

7:30 p.m.

6:00 Cookie
Baking for
Sunday
Mornings

7:00 UUs Got
Talent

3

French Dinner
6:30 p.m.

25
9:30 Big Band
Rehearsal

6:00 Youth
Service
Rehearsal

18

5:30 p.m.

Service
Auction

11

John Gorka
in Concert

4

Saturday

3

Friday
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Two great events in February —
You won’t want to miss either night!

John Gorka in Concert

Service Auction Party

Saturday, February 4th
7:30 p.m.

Saturday, February 11th
5:30 p.m.

Tickets: http://unitarianconcert9.eventbrite.com

Donations accepted through February 5th.

Details at www.whitebearunitarian.org

WHITE BEAR UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
March 2012

Vol. LVIII, No. 3
Services and Religious Education at 9 and 11 a.m.
Giving Voice to the Spirit: Community Singing before each Sunday service
Sunday Morning Sitting Meditation at 10:15 in the Quiet Room

March 4

What Life Are You Invited Into?

David Schwartz

Director of Small Group Ministries
 Music from Christine Killian, soprano and Mary Duncan, piano
 Coffee and conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall
 Becoming a Member of White Bear UU Church – see page 2 inside!
Remember—Daylight Saving Time begins on March 11. Set your clock forward one hour.

March 11

Walk Together





March 18

Victoria Safford

Music from the Choir, directed by Thaxter Cunio, with Carol Caouette, piano
Coffee and conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall
Monthly Writers Group at 12:30 - all welcome.
Second Sunday Potluck Supper at 5:00 p.m. – all welcome !

Foxhole Religion

Victoria Safford

 Music from the Choir, directed by Thaxter Cunio, with Carol Caouette, piano
 Coffee and conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall

March 25

Living by Heart

Victoria Safford

 Music from Crossing Borders with Russell Packard, Salah Fattah and Tim O’Keefe
 Coffee and conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall

Community Meals
Second Sunday Potlucks from 5:00-6:30 p.m.

next potluck March 11

Join friends and friends-you-don’t –yet-know for a relaxed and easy dinner as the weekend closes and the
new week begins. Bring yourself, bring a friend, bring your family, and bring a dish to share! All children
and adults are welcome!

Wednesday Supper every week 6:30 and 7:15 p.m.
Join us in the Social Hall for a community meal hosted by a rotation of volunteer teams. Children, adults,
and youth are all welcome at this mid-week supper for friends and new friends. Do you like to cook or
wash dishes in a friendly, lively kitchen? Contact Doug Federhart to join in!
(dfederhart@whitebearunitarian.org)

Living the Questions
Live the questions...love the questions.

Theme for March: Covenant—the practice of walking together
Questions for contemplation and conversation
on your own, around the dinner table, in your journal, with each other

1.
2.
3.
4.

To what are you faithful? What are you dedicated to keeping alive and thriving?
What makes a covenant different from a promise, a vow, or a contract?
What helps you to sustain your covenants in difficult times?
What is the evidence in your life of your covenants as a Unitarian Universalist?
What do you owe yourself and each other? How are we accountable to each other in
these covenants?
5. What binds you together with everyone in the WBUUC congregation?
See the website for a list of covenants at WBUUC, additional questions, readings and resources.
www.whitebearunitiarian.org under Living the Questions.

Monthly Writers Group

2nd Sunday each month 12:30 – 2:30 p,m.

Facilitator: Judy Mitzuk
All are welcome! Come take a journey with us as we explore the monthly themes through reflection,
discussion, and writing. Journey with us as we unpack our inner world to release “the sacred presence that lends
us life.” We will share our work-in-progress with one another and, if you choose, you can submit your piece to
Victoria for possible inclusion in upcoming services. Deadlines for submission will be two weeks before the
first Sunday of the month.

BECOMING A MEMBER OF WHITE BEAR UU CHURCH
after the services on Sunday, March 4th
10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
an opportunity to join the congregation by signing the
Membership Book in the Sanctuary after each service
If you’ve been thinking of joining our congregation, now is the time! Membership in this congregation
requires no creedal commitment; the free faith tradition of religious pluralism imposes no uniform
expectation regarding theology, spiritual practice, or belief. Instead, members freely join in covenant with
one another by signing their names in the Membership Book. This is a brief gathering; those present at the
second service are warmly invited to stay for the light lunch that precedes the Orientation at 12:30 p.m.
WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH — Orientation
Sunday, March 4th 12:30—2:00 p.m.
an informational introduction to our programs for newcomers and visitors,
with lunch and childcare provided. All are welcome!
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From the President

Klay Eckles
Living our Covenant

This is our great covenant: to dwell together in peace, to seek the truth in love, and to help one another.
We speak the words each week, but living them is what makes them powerful for each of us. It brings us together to
find our spiritual paths and do great things in the world. In the 12 years that we have walked together with our
minister, we have:
‐ grown to a vibrant congregation of over 1000 members, friends, youth and children.
‐ taken a stand for justice by becoming a Welcoming Congregation.
‐ expanded our building‐‐our home‐‐through a challenging, awe‐inspiring process that required the hard work and
generosity of all
‐ turned our focus not only inward to serve our members but also outward to serve the world.
‐ made a commitment to right staffing in tandem with our building expansion
Think for a moment about our transformation. Over 12 years, our church community has tripled in size. We moved
from one service to two. We host many more rites of passage because there are many more of us. But we haven’t
just gotten bigger. We’ve gotten better. We’ve broadened and deepened programs for the care and growth of our
spirits and, at the same time, expanded services to the broader community. But there is still only one Victoria. And
that is the heart of this pledge drive.
As we go forward, we continue in the tradition of radical hospitality to all. More members and friends bring new
possibilities and vitality, and greater possibilities call for additional support from our staff. We have spoken with other
congregations our size, and we are the only church our size that has but one minister. WBUUC is committed to
offering fair wages and benefits to our staff along with a culture that values work–life balance.
It is clear that we need a second minister. We have been on this threshold for over 2 years, and a year ago you, the
congregation, spoke and the message was‐‐ it is time we take another bold and deliberate step. In mid‐March we will
make an offer to an outstanding Assistant Minister candidate. This is bold. This is right‐‐for our staff, for our dreams,
and for our spirits. Now we need to live our covenant: we need our pledge drive to succeed.
A Clear and Reasonable Goal
The board has proposed a pledge goal of $750,000 – roughly 14 percent more than last year. Here’s why:
‐ New Assistant Minister beginning August, 2012
‐ Very modest adjustments and step increases in other salaries and benefits
‐ Inflationary increases to maintain current programming and service levels

10%
2%
2%

Funding for the new position and modest adjustments for other staff keeps us from falling further behind comparably
sized UU churches.
An Open Invitation
Once again, we are poised on a new threshold, requiring a commitment from each and every member and friend: we
need each of you to make your best possible pledge, to be generous according to your means. Whether you have
recently joined this congregation, or are a WBUUC original, we ask that you make a pledge that honors our covenant
to each other, to our staff and to our shared potential as a force for good.
Your gift can transform this place. More important, the pledge you make will transform you and together we
transform the world. If we are each generous according to our means, we will achieve our dreams! ‐ Klay Eckles
March 2012
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DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Janet Hanson

Covenant: The Practice of Walking Together
On February 5th, we held an open house and invited members to visit ourReligious Education classes to see
what the children have been doing. In my announcement that morning, I reminded members of the solemn
words we speak at child dedications – we promise to help families raise their children. My goal is to see more
members taking advantage of volunteer opportunities. Enrolling children in our program is another promise—
a covenant. Our program does rest on the shoulders of its volunteers. When we register children, we do ask
families to indicate how they will help – and the expectation – the covenant, is that all will help in some way.
It might be short term, such as helping with groups of children as an assistant in class or working with a group
on a Social Action Sunday (a one hour commitment). Becoming part of a team that plans for children’s
activities or social action projects is another (once a month or 3-4 times a year) way to help. Of course, our
teaching teams, a very vital part of the program, are a more involved way contribute—though still just a nine
Sunday pledge. I do see all of these as opportunities to walk together and be part of the community we are
creating here. Covenant is a sacred word, a promise we make to one another of how we will treat one another
and help one another.
March is the start of our final trimester. A new group of teachers is ready to start and you will be welcoming
back to Sunday services the group who just finished. Please do honor the service they have done for us. They
are: at 9:00 a.m: Bob Hanson, Nikki Vang, Anne Dahlstrom, Becky Biederman, Karlyn Peterson, Jim
VanOstrand, Christina Mastro, James Walch, Scott Fischer, Tom Koperski, Vanesha Morey, Karlin Hofelman,
Becky Schultz. At 11:00 a.m: Jane Rosenberger, Jennie Stow, Tamara Tinkham, Laura Bandt, Becky Schultz,
Nikki Vang, Steve Harmon, Tom Hauwiller, Andrea Hanson, Sara Hesseltine, Barbara Skoglund. Shake their
hands, give them a pat on the back, thank them, because they are an important part of our community!
Thanks to all of our secret pals – don’t forget that the mystery ends with our parties after each service on
March 4th. Find out who has been leaving mail for you at the party.
Our spring Social Action Sunday will be on March 18th for children, when we will have a special focus on
helping the animal shelter. Pet lovers – helpers will be needed at 9:00 and 11:00! Parents - help by making
sure your children understand that their teachers will not be there but
will return the very next week.
This publication is the property of White
Bear Unitarian Universalist Church. Its
purpose is to inform members and friends
and facilitate fellowship. Ideas expressed
herein are not necessarily endorsed by the
Board or congregation.
Copy that is consistent with the mission of
the church is welcome from members and
friends and will be published according to
the newsletter policy.

March Calendar

March 4

Send submissions to:

salmon@whitebearunitarian.org
or leave them in the office. Please
provide your name and phone number.
Next Deadline: March 15
Editor/Layout: Carol-Linnea Salmon
Distribution:
Janet Kortuem, Mary
Kurth, Ginger Sykes
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March 8
March 11
March 18
March 25
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Spring trimester begins
Secret Pal party after each service in the
Youth Room
Religious Growth and Learning
Committee Meeting 7-9 p.m.
Classes at 9 and 11
Social Action Sunday
Classes at 9 and 11

March 2012

________________________________________________________
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH PROGRAMS
Jill Schwendeman
Earlybird Registration Closes March 14th for the Prairie Star District
spring conference! Register now at www.psduua.org/drupal/annual conference2012
for reduced room and registration rates. See details there about ConScience youth
events and our promo video! What’s up: workshops, games, postcard project,
opening mixer, video interviews, networking, youth-led worship, WWUUD
bracelets, a look at moral decision-making, congregational banner parade, big
speakers, youth from all over the district. It’s time! Get in your registration today.

Poverty Simulation Our plan for Sunday, March 18th has been revised. Grades 7-8 will take part in a
simulation, stepping into the shoes of a low-income family to try their hand at budgeting. We will not be travelling
off-site for the Food Blitz. Instead, please bring dry or canned goods throughout the month of March for the local
food shelf. Class times will be extended on March 18th – see details below.
Creativity + Commitment + Courage = A Place of our Choosing
Most teens can’t choose their family or school. We work hard to make the youth
program, though, a place for teen choice and mutual covenant. The questions we
ask call the teens to be their highest selves and claim responsibility for the youth
community they create: How shall we be, together? Who do we want to be?
Rules are one thing, but what is the spirit of our covenant with one another?
WBUUC youth do incredible projects – but any end product matters far less than
our process: Were we kind? Did each person find here a place of safety?
Covenant requires maturity, courage, and skills even some adults never master.
If there is a breach of covenant, something that weakens or disregards the group
or any member, we begin with questions that are useful for UUs of any age: How
will we handle difficult matters while being both honest and caring with one
another? What can we do to reestablish trust? How can we respond that will deepen connection and mutuality?
Save the Date for Our Spring Family Forum: Monday, April 30, 6:30 p.m.

Resilience Techniques for Physical, Emotional, & Spiritual Well-Being
With Dr. Nimi Singh of the University of MN School of Medicine.
How do we overcome stress and live well? Leave this forum feeling better than when you came.
We will learn simple, powerful tools for being well, in both good times and bad.
RSVP by April 27th: youth@whitebearunitarian.org or 651-426-2369.
Childcare only with RSVP by April 27th. Leave names and ages of children needing care.

Sun. 4
Wed. 7
Thur. 8
Sun. 11

Sun. 11
Wed. 14
Sun. 18

YOUTH EVENTS IN MARCH
First Day of Spring RE Term for grades 7-8 at 9:00 and 11:00.
ConScience Planning Meeting, 6:00-8:00, with a break for dinner 6:30-6:45.
Boston Bound Balance Due to the youth office.
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS: Set your clock forward one hour!

Sculptor’s Studio Visit by Coming of Age. Leave at 8:45 & return at 10:30.
ConScience Planning Meeting, 6:00-8:00, with a break for dinner 6:30-6:45.
Poverty Simulation for grades 7-8 with extended class times: 8:45-10:30 & 10:45-12:30.
Games Night for Grades 7-12, 6:45-8:00. Come for dinner at 6:30, then have fun with friends.
Youth/Adult Committee Meeting, 6:45-8:00.

Wed. 21
Wed. 28
Looking Ahead: Monday April 9th – Deadline for 9/11 Scholarship application. See church website for a form.

www.whitebearunitarian.org
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Music Notes from Thaxter Cunio,

Director of Music

GATHERED HERE: WBUUC CD Release Concert
Saturday, March 24th 7:00 p.m.
Save the date and plan to attend!
A long list of talented and beloved WBUUC members—young and old—are featured on White Bear UU’s first ever
music CD, recorded and produced over the past few months. There are about 16 tracks on this compilation plus a
bonus, a DVD photo slideshow of performers for computer viewing.

Betty Jo Perlich
Lisa Borg
Mark Kotz
Mary Duncan
Julia Ryan-Holch
Tim Cheesebrow
Men in Black
Murray Olyphant
Skyler and Soren Heise Schwendeman

Carol Caouette
Joe and Roxy Cruz
Ann and Bill Bushnell
Steve Goranson
David Heath
Peter Mayer
Russell Dedrick & Polly Meyerding-Dedrick
Nanc MacLeslie

This year, our annual music concert will be hosted as always by resident emcee, Steve Goranson, and will feature
most of the musicians on the cd. You’ll hear live and in person some of the fabulous songs they recorded for this
project.
Gathered Here goes on sale the evening of the concert
and will be available for purchase on the WBUUC website in the near future!
All proceeds from sales will go into the general fund.

Gathered Here: WBUUC CD Release Concert! Saturday, March 24, 2012 7:00 p.m.
Save the date and plan to attend! A long list of talented and beloved WBUU members—past and present,
young and old—are featured on White Bear UU’s first ever music CD, produced over the past few months.
There are 16 tracks, 25 performers, and a special DVD photo slideshow for computer viewing. And…there a
couple of surprises too! Our concert will be hosted by resident emcee, Steve Goranson, and will feature most
of the musicians on the cd. You’ll hear live and in-person some of the fabulous songs they recorded for this
project. Gathered Here goes on sale for $15 the evening of the concert and the CD will be available for purchase on the WBUUC website! All proceeds from sales will go into the church’s general fund.
Gathered Here is a long-held dream finally come true. The Board approved the project proposal last year, after
careful planning with input from the Worship Committee, Development Committee, music staff and minister.
The hardest decision, of course, was narrowing the list of marvelous musicians to include: our church abounds
in talent and enthusiasm! Mindful that no one disc could hold all the performances we’d like to include, we
asked our music staff to make “a musical snapshot in time,” choosing selections from new and long-time (very
long-time!) members, solo performers and ensembles, from a variety of genres. All of the players on this CD
have been heard here in concert, or on Sunday mornings, or at coffee houses or other events and all are wonderful musicians: some are professional and many are avocational. We hope that this will be the first of many
artistic productions representing the creative talent of our community. - Victoria Safford
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.WALKING

THE TALK:

Anti-racism and anti-oppression in our own congregation
An Invitation
Last month we were honored as two powerful speakers shared with us the inspiring work of two radical
organizations: Louis King told us how HIRE/MN is connecting underemployed people of color to real, sustainable
jobs here in Minnesota; and James Cannon spoke beautifully about AMICUS, restoring the dignity and workplace
potential of ex-offenders. I call them “radical” because these two agencies cut cleanly to one of the deepest roots of
contemporary poverty: contemporary racism.
This spring, in May, we will be honored again, as the Reverend Mark Morrison-Reed joins us for two days of deep
reflection. A distinguished author and renowned speaker, Mark has written extensively of his experience as an
African American minister in the Unitarian Universalist Association. He will lead us in workshops and discussions
exploring the history and future of White Bear UU Church and the UUA, and on Sunday, May 6, he will preach at
both services.
Ways to Be Involved Right Now:
I’m gathering a small group to help me plan Mark’s visit in May, and to brainstorm ways to engage all of us in these
urgent conversations. Time commitment: 3 meetings between now and May 5. Contact me or leave your name and
email on the sign-up sheet in the Atrium. OUR FIRST MEETING: Sunday, March 11 at noon. I’ll bring lunch!
Plan to attend the March class, Darkening the Doorways, based Mark’s book by this title. (You can sign up, and
purchase the book, in the Atrium, or call or email the church office.) We’ll explore the stories of African Americans
within our congregations, a fascinating, mixed record of shameful treatment and proud, faithful resistance. I’ll be
joined by Sara Van Vreede from Augsburg College, a lifelong UU and graduate of our RE and Youth Programs.
Consider befriending an incarcerated offender through the AMICUS program. Training is provided; the time
commitment is 3-4 hours per month for one year. I am hoping we can gather 5 volunteers from our congregation, and
5 from the congregations who shared the MLK Breakfast with us. Contact me if you’re interested, and I will schedule
a training here when we have 5+ folks signed up. [Learn more about the Amicus One to One program here:
www.amicususa.org. Placements are often at the prison in Stillwater. MEN are especially needed!
A strong group represented WBUUC at HIRE/MN’s launch of its “Worst to First” Campaign on February 21. To
learn more about this project and how our church can help transform Minnesota’s “economic apartheid,” contact me,
and check out HIRE’s website: www.hiremn.org.
Consider attending the JUSTICE GENERAL ASSEMBLY of the Unitarian Universalist Association in June, when
our denomination will gather on our nation’s troubled border, and stand on the side of immigration reform.
Scholarship money is available; contact Ann Frisch afrisch09@gmail.com or Ron Ofstead deviceadvisors@msn.com.
Many of you told me you were deeply moved by last month’s inspiring speakers. Let’s walk that talk together.
– Victoria vsafford@whitebearunitarian.org; 651.426.2369

UU YOUNG ADULTS
For some time, we’ve been hoping to gather a group of UU young adults - people past high school, from 18-30
years old, with some connection to our congregation, or who are friends of those with a connection here. We don’t
know yet what form(s) this group might take – dinners, games, outings, conversations, on-line communities,
campus-based gatherings, service projects – the possibilities are many!
Some of you have asked about this- enough so that the job description for the new Assistant Minister we’re seeking
has “young adult ministry” as a main focus. But that new person won’t be here till next year, and we’d love to see
what interest there is now. I invite you to join me for a first conversation on Sunday, March 18 at 12:30 pm, here
at church, to explore what might be possible. I’ll bring food, drinks and a commitment to help you launch whatever
you’d like to begin. If you can’t come on March 18, but would like to stay in the loop, let me know! - Victoria
Safford, 651.426.2369 vsafford@whitebearunitarian.org
March 2012

www.whitebearunitarian.org

7

The Process Update:
The long, exciting journey this congregation embarked
on when it authorized our search for a new Assistant
Minister is now nearing its destination! We have just
completed the last of our face-to-face weekend
interviews. These deep conversations were both
compelling and engaging – all the candidates reaffirmed
for us that our UU faith is “in good hands,” no matter where these outstanding individuals end up.
The candidates expressed their excitement for the future of WBUUC – noting that our church is a vibrant place
and moving in a very positive d-irection. They were struck by the upbeat energy of the materials we presented,
and for that we thank all of you for your contributions over these past months. The interviews, questionnaires,
post-it note responses, photos, and comments – all allowed us to present WBUUC in an accurate light. We so
appreciate your assistance on this journey.

What’s in Store for March:
The Search Committee and Victoria will make an offer mid-month to our top candidate. Our hope is that they
will accept, and that we'll stand before you at a Sunday service later this month to name our newest companion
in the faith journey we are taking together.
Stay Connected:
Watch for further updates from our committee in future months via the newsletter, enewsletter,
www.whitebearunitarian.org and facebook. We want you to be informed! And of course, if you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to ask one of our members or send an email to
searchcommittee@whitebearunitarian.org.
John Kirwin – Chair, Kathy Sedro, Dick Rogers, Erin Scott, Tim Nelson, Victoria Safford

Volunteers needed for the Prairie Star District Conference
Our church is the local host for the Prairie Star District Annual Conference and we need your help.
You don’t have to sign your life away! This is a one-time deal.

 Before the conference we need help with phoning and some office tasks.
 During the conference we need Hospitality volunteers who will be responsible for helping conference
attendees with registration, settling in, and finding what they need in the hotel. If you are outgoing, have
good energy, and are mobile, this will be a great opportunity to meet people and welcome them.|
All volunteers will be rewarded with a discount of $55.00 on the registration fee. Early registration ends
March 14 and the discount will not apply after that date. Details are at the table in the Atrium or contact
Roger Upham (rupham@comcast.net).

Among Ourselves
We send sympathy to Jean Rozinka, whose mother died in February, and to Steve Goransen, whose brother
died in February. Barbara Badger is in hospice care at Good Samaritan in Stillwater; she welcomes visits
from friends. Congratulations to Tim and Jenn Cheesebrow, and big brother Finn on the birth of baby
Dylan Riley!
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Social Action
Marriage Amendment Campaign
Contact: Jane Bacon (JaneGBacon@msn.com) See WBUUC website for details.

Defeat the Marriage Amendment: How to Host a Marriage Equality House Party Training
Not sure how to start a conversation about your opposition to the proposed marriage amendment? Hosting a
“house party” makes it easy with a specially prepared DVD that provides information about the amendment.
The DVD guides you and your guests in discussion about why marriage matters to same-sex couples and their
families.
At this session, you will learn how to host a “party” by participating in one. Even if your circles include folks
that are already against the amendment, you will find this session valuable to better articulate your support for
marriage equality and build momentum for defeat of the proposed amendment. Snacks included as well as a
Host Guide and DVD for a nominal charge of $1!

 Wednesday, March 7, 7:30-9 pm, Parker Room
 Monday, March 12, 7- 8:30 pm, Youth Room
 Sunday, March 25, 12:30 - 2 pm, Parker Room
Minnesotans United is the umbrella organization for the campaign to defeat the marriage amendment. To contribute
funds or to volunteer directly with them, go to www.mnunited.org.

Immigration Issues
The Social Action Coordinating Committee is seeking a member/attender who will work on immigration/racism
issues here at church in the coming year. The Social Action Committee has $1500 to help defray expenses for one
or more persons to be delegates to the UUA General Assembly in Phoenix, June 20-24. Priority will be given to
someone who might not otherwise be able to afford it. Contact Ann Frisch afrisch09@gmail.com or Ron Ofstead
deviceadvisors@msn.com.

9/11 Scholarship
Good news from the 9/11 scholarship committee! An additional generous gift in 2011 allows us to continue to offer this
scholarship. The scholarship is a memorial to those who died on September 11th and is also a vehicle to create hope
through support of our youth in their ambition and efforts to develop a more peaceful and just world.
Many people in our congregation may not be aware that, in addition to the initial scholarship of $2,500, the committee
has dedicated another $750 to $1500 each year to each prior recipient as they continue their undergraduate education.
The young people we continue to support have gratefully appreciated the yearly contributions.
We are calling for applicants for our scholarship in the amount of $2,500. You can find the application online at our
website, www.whitebearunitarian.org., and informational fliers in the church office. Eligible applicants are students in
our congregation, other Twin City UU churches, and students at Mahtomedi High School who will graduate in the 201112 school year. The deadline for application submission is 5:00 pm on April 9, 2012.

WBUUC Reads Sand County Almanac
The beautiful prose and ecological wisdom in Sand County Almanac is best experienced by hearing it read aloud. Join
members of the WBUUC community after the 11:00 a.m. service on Sunday, March 25 in the Ralph Waldo Emerson
alcove to listen to the most memorable passages from Aldo Leopold’s classic book while we share a light lunch. Then
we’ll read to each other in small groups (convened in our woods if weather allows), and gather afterwards for discussion
of the readings. This is the second special event sponsored by the WBUUC Green Sanctuary Committee to develop
understanding and spiritual awareness of the UU Seventh Principle. On February 12, about 65 people attended the
screening and discussion of the new documentary Green Fire: Aldo Leopold and an Ethic for Our Time.
March 2012
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Visible Signs of Inward Grace Art Exhibit: Common Ground
March 25—April 29, 2012
Itʼs March, and members and friends are invited to practice walking together by entering artwork in the annual
VSIG Art Exhibition. It is not a juried show. There is no age limit for entrants. One need not have formal artistic
credentials. It is a great opportunity to share our visions on common ground. The deadline for receiving entry
forms is March 15, 2012. See the VSIG poster in the Social Hall to pick up a form or the church website.
Important Dates:
The Exhibition: March 25-April 29, 2012
Deadline for Entries: March 15
Deadline for Pieces to be at Church: March 18-19
Opening Party: Saturday, March 31, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

For more information, e-mail:Robin Lalor/dolphin54@me.com; Karen Dahl/karenfreyadahl@
gmail.com; or Margery McAlpine/ mmcalpine5011@comcast.net

Opening Party for Visible Signs of Inward Grace Art Exhibit 2012: Muse on Common Ground|
Saturday, March 31, 6:30 – 8:30
Look, see, share. This year our party is one week after the show hangs! There will be good food, wine and soft
drinks. Greet others who want to see our separate visions all together in one place, when they create a new space,
voice and insight from their disparate mysteries. Letʼs share our signs of inward grace on common ground and be
inspired.

U.U’s Got Talent
two great shows upcoming!

Artability Art Show Reception

Saturday, March 3 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 7 7:00 p.m.

All are invited to a reception between services on
Sunday, March 11th to celebrate the "People
Incorporate - Artability" show currently on display in
the Atrium and Hallway Galleries.

Sunday, March 11

(Bringing the Coffee House in the 21st Century)
We have two great shows coming up! Join us for a
fun mid-winter night of UU talent on Saturday,
March 3rd at 7:00 p.m. Bring your friends and
family! Beverages and light snacks will be
provided, with a donation basket to offset
expenses.
For our April 7th evening, we are recruiting
performers —vocalists, instrumentalists, comedians,
poets, story-tellers magicians, jugglers, other (surprise
us). Contact Joel Hedland (651.765.4729).
To help in other ways or to provide additional ideas/
input, contact Barb Flo (651.430.1863 /
barbflo@comcast.net).

People Incorporated is a nonprofit organization that
promotes and secures independence for people with
mental illnesses and other brain disorders. People
Incorporated hosts the Artability art show each
October to celebrate artists who use creativity in their
journey towards mental health. The WBUUC show
features eleven artists whose work has been acclaimed
in recent Artability shows. Gail Harbeck has been an
active visual artist in Minneapolis for over a decade.
Harbeck has pieces in several permanent collections
including Westminster Presbyterian Church, Hennepin
County Medical Center, People Incorporated, People
in Community Support, and Medtronic. Steve Accola
was the recipient of a prestigious Jerome Foundation
Fellowship. Mahtomedi native Mike Conroy has
artwork (originals and prints) in galleries throughout
the Twin Cities. Many of the artists are expected to be
in attendance at the reception.
The show runs through March 18.
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11 Services and RE at 9 & 11

10:10 Sitting Meditation
10:10 Youth Choir
10:10 Men’s Group Meeting
10:10 &12:10 Secret Pal Party
12:30 Welcome to Our Church

What Life Are You Invited Into?
David Schwartz

4

Services and RE at 9 & 11

March ‘12

March 2012
12

5

Monday

Victoria Safford

Victoria Safford

10:10 Youth Choir
10:10 Sitting Meditation
12:15 Sands County Almanac
12:30 Marriage Amendment House
Party Training

Living by Heart

25 Services and RE at 9 & 11

10:10 Youth Choir
10:10 Sitting Meditation
12:30 Young Adults Gathering

RE Social Action Sunday

Foxhole Religion

18 Services and RE at 9 & 11

26

6:30 Nominations &
Leadership

19

12:00 Second Monday
Group
Walk Together
Victoria Safford
7:00 Women’s Book
10:10 Youth Choir
Club
10:10 Sitting Meditation
7:00 Marriage
10:10 Artist Reception
Amendment House
12:00 Walking the Talk meeting
Party Training
12:30 Writer’s Group
7:00 Keystone XL Tar
5:00 Potluck Supper
Sands Pipeline: Should
it be Built?

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS

www.whitebearunitarian.org
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7:00 Executive
Committee

27

7:00 Darkening our
Doorways

7:00 Shamanic
Drumming

10:00 Men’s Group

20

7:00 Darkening our
Doorways

6:00 Building & Ops
Committee

13

7:00 Men’s Group
7:00 Darkening our
Doorways

6

Tuesday

9

8

April Newsletter
Deadline

Deadline for VSIG
Entries

15

6:00 Choir
6:00 Development Cmtt
6:30 Supper
6:45 Youth/Adult
Committee
7:30 UU Voices
7:30 Belonging and
Community
7:30 Worship Committee

28

29

22
21
9:30 Pastoral Care
6:00 Choir
6:30 Supper
6:45 Youth Games Night
7:00 Financial Oversight
7:15 Green Sanctuary
7:30 Global Climate Speaker

6:00 Choir
6:00 ConScience Planning
6:30 Supper
7:30 Beginning the
Discussion
7:30 Belonging and
Community

14

30

23

16

2

Friday

1

Thursday

7:00 Religious
6:00 Choir
Growth and
6:00 ConScience Planning M
Learning Cmtt
6:30 Supper
7:30 Marriage Amendment
House Party Training

7

Wednesday

VSIG Opening
Party
6:30—8:30 p.m.

31

CD Release
Concert
7:00

Gathered Here:

24

17

9:30 Big Band
Rehearsal

10

UUs Got Talent
7:00 p.m.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

LESSONS FROM WAR AND PEACE:

STORIES OF HOPE, FAITH AND COURAGE
Prairie Star District Annual Conference, April 13-15, 2012
Wars and rumors of wars are so much a part of our lives that we often fail to
consider the true costs of conflicts and their aftermath. The PSD Annual
Conference takes up this difficult subject this year.
Two challenging speakers will present the theme for the weekend. Reverend Jim
Eller, who has spent many years working on issues of reconciliation, will present
the keynote speech, “The Glory of Courage and the Joy of Reconciliation.” The Judy Memorial Lecture
by Thomas Weiner is entitled “The Toll War Takes on All Who Are Called to Serve.”
Other highlights of the conference are workshops led by some of the best UU talent in our area,
ConScience youth program, a HUUtenanny on Saturday evening and Sunday morning worship led by
Victoria Safford with Leon Dunkley and Kaitlin Muth. Don’t miss this opportunity to share thoughtful,
conversation and fellowship with fellow UUs from our eight-state area.
Our church is hosting this event at the Double Tree Hilton in Bloomington and we need many volunteers.
Volunteers receive a discount if registered by March 14th—see page 8 inside for details.
Details and registration online at www.psduua.org/AnnualConference2012 or follow the link at
www.whitebearunitarian.org.

Living Our Covenant: Pledge Campaign 2012
Our congregation’s annual operating budget is funded primarily through the generous
contributions of current members and friends. A smaller portion derives from rentals and
from annual fundraisers like the Auction Party and our concert series - but our primary source
of income is the Pledge Campaign. The budget supports:
Programming
Worship and Music, Arts, Religious Education for Children and Youth, Social Justice and
Public Witness, Small Group Ministries and classes for adults
Administration
Building maintenance, Insurance and Mortgage, Communications and Technology,
Compensation and Benefits for our Minister and Staff
For a congregation of our size and vitality, our operating budget of $780,000 (with a pledge
goal of $750,000) is prudent and lean. This year, it requires an annual average contribution of
$2,200. We know, of course, that some households cannot give this amount, and others can
give much more. Our annual gifts range in size from $50/year to $35,000/year, and every
year, it all works out. We strive for equal generosity, not equal gifts.

Keeping Our Covenant: how to participate
Each household will receive a Pledge Packet in the mail, with a summary budget, giving
guidelines and a pledge card.


If you have not received a packet, you may pick one up at church or contact Anna
Gehres for a paper or e-copy. businessassistant@whitebearunitarian.org;
651.426.2369



Determine the amount your household will contribute. Payments begin July 1 for FY
2012-2013.



Return your pledge card by mail or in person, or make your pledge online (see link on
our website starting 3/11/12: www.whitebearunitarian.org) before March 31, 2012.
Pledging is confidential.



With questions or suggestions, contact

Pledge Campaign Co-chair Alan Wenker wenkerae@gmail.com
Pledge Campaign Co-chair Kate Booth kmbooth13@gmail.com
Our Board President, Klay Eckles klayeckles@msn.com
Our Minister, Victoria Safford vsafford@whitebearunitarian.org

Thank you! Kate Booth and Alan Wenker, 2012 Campaign Co-chairs
______________________________________________________________________

LIVING OUR COVENANT
This is our great covenant:
to dwell together in peace, to seek the truth in love, and to help one another.

MEET YOUR 2012 PLEDGE COMMITTEE!
Alan Wenker, Co-Chair
The word covenant can mean different things to different people. I think the Unitarian meaning of
covenant is essentially living by the Golden Rule. I hope my meager efforts while on this earth somehow
make the world a better place, even if only at the margins. At the moment I live my covenant by
volunteering at church on the pledge committee and at my daughter's school by serving on the school
board.
Kate Booth, Co-Chair
One definition of covenant is an agreement between people. My covenant is between me and me. The
tenets of Unitarian Universalism validate my conviction to “affirm and promote” my most ardent belief: the
inherent worth and dignity of every person.
I live this covenant by “living with my eyes wide open.” I try to appreciate the joy and the struggles of
others. I believe the simplest interaction is mutually beneficial. Lucky I am to have a profession that
allows me to be intimately involved in the lives of others. I seek opportunities to work and volunteer with
people whose lives are very different from mine. These opportunities strengthen my resolve to live the
Xhosa people of Africa’s philosophy of Ubuntu.
Susan Miles
My UU covenant is a sincere commitment to practice the 7 principles at every chance. I confess to
having favorites!
I attempt to live this covenant by receiving the gifts of wisdom and kindness from our community,
reflecting on and internalizing them, and paying them forward by trying to treat others with dignity and
love, even under the most trying of circumstances. Every day I have to remind myself of my own inherent
self worth so that I affirmatively give back to those whose lives I touch. I am blessed with the opportunity
to guide troubled people, including colleagues and constituents, through troubled times and strive to do
so with a gentle and settled spirit.
Alan Gaschott
In our church we define covenant twice every Sunday “to dwell together in peace, to seek the truth in
love, and to help one another.” This awe-inspiring definition is no easy task to live up to, day in and day
out. I try every day to respect those around me, to demonstrate my love for my family and friends through
actions not words, and help when I can to the best of my ability and resources.
Jeanne Laqua
I try to live our promise to help one another by speaking out against injustice, and by giving my time and
talent to support the work of those with a larger voice.
Brian Naegeli
As Wikipedia explains it, “a covenant is a solemn agreement to engage in or refrain from a specified
action.” My covenant is a promise led by my heart and soul; a promise to be fair, giving, open and always
welcoming and kind. To recognize the inherent beauty of diversity and the freedom of thoughts and ideas
that is provided because of it. My promise, my covenant is to try to fully understand without prejudice,
with pure optimism, and that to truly understand someone or something is an enlightening and exciting
lifelong journey.

WHITE BEAR UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
April 2012

Vol. LVIII, No. 4
Services and Religious Education at 9 and 11 a.m.
Giving Voice to the Spirit: Community Singing before each Sunday service
Coffee and conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall

April 1

This I Believe: Mary Duncan and Tim Cheesebrow

“This I Believe” is a long-held tradition here, an opportunity to hear directly from the hearts and minds of our fellow
members. For many, these are the most important and moving Sundays of the year.

 Music from Devin Jones
 Becoming a Member of White Bear UU Church – see pages 2 and 6!

April 8

Good as New

Victoria Safford

 Music from the Choir, directed by Thaxter Cunio, with Carol Caouette, piano
 No Monthly Writers Group today
 No Second Sunday Potluck Supper today

April 15

Taxes for a Civilized Society: Are We Getting What We Pay For?
Guest Speaker: Laura Kalambokidis

Dr. Laura Kalambokidis is on the faculty of the Department of Applied Economics at the University of Minnesota,
where she teaches about the economics of the public sector and researches a range of state and federal tax policy issues.
She engages community audiences on such topics as the role of government, and building public value with government
and non-profit programs. Laura has attended WBUUC since 2000, and is a former member of the church board.

 Music from The Hannah Sacred Ensemble
Unitarian Universalist Prairie Star District Annual Conference April 13-15 - see page 3!
Sunday Worship led by Victoria Safford

with Leon Dunkley and Kaitlin Muth, and music from the WBUUC Choir, Thaxter Cunio and Carol Caouette

April 22

Caring for Creation
DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER FOR EARTH DAY: Scott Russell Sanders

What does it mean to see ourselves as belonging to the Creation? What can we learn from the story of Noah and the
ark? What wisdom is bound up in the idea of the Sabbath? What do the teachings of Jesus and the Buddha reveal about
the relative importance of material and spiritual riches? What are the religious grounds for an ethic of ecological
stewardship? Scott Russell Sanders is the author of twenty books of fiction and nonfiction. He is a Distinguished
Professor Emeritus of English at Indiana University, where he taught from 1971 to 2009.

 Music from Carol Caouette

April 29

A Preferential Option
 Music from Nanc MacLeslie

Victoria Safford

Living the Questions
Live the questions...love the questions.

Theme for April: Salvation—the practice of healing
Questions for contemplation and conversation
on your own, around the dinner table, in your journal, with each other

1. What is saving your life right now?
2. What have you been saved from?
3. What do you find in life that helps you heal? What keeps you from doing the things
that heal you?
4. What do salvation and healing mean to you? When in your life have you felt
grounded and whole? In what times and places and relations have you experienced
salvation?
See the website for readings and resources—www.whitebearunitarian.org under Living the Questions.

Walking Together: Membership in White Bear UU Church
Mondays: April 9, 16, 23 and 30

7:00-9:00 pm

Facilitated by the Minister, Director of Congregational Life and Membership Team
A four-part in-depth series offered each fall and spring. For those who’ve recently joined the congregation or
who want to explore UU history, theology and practice more deeply; or for those who are already members
yet interested in a refresher course – all welcome!
 April 9: A Free and Loving Faith – mission, authority, creed, UU history, theology
 April 16: A Holy Place – a guided tour through the history (and future!) of
White Bear UU Church
 April 23: Beloved Community — Small Group Ministries, Lifespan Spiritual Development,
a culture of service
 April 30: Our Great Covenant --social justice and public witness, membership, time and talent,
financial support
To register, contact Doug Federhart at 651.426.2369 or dfederhart@whitebearunitarian.org.

Among Ourselves
We send sympathy to Jenny Hengelfelt, whose father died in March, to Faith Basten, whose husband died in
March, and to Scott Strehlow, whose father died in March. Jill Heaberlin is recovering at home from surgery.
Congratulations to Jacqueline Vaughan and Nicholas Martino, married here on January 21!
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From the President

Klay Eckles

Living Our Covenant: Pledge Campaign 2012
We all “come into this place” from many different paths, but together we
share, explore and live similar ideals about how to treat others, the earth, and
explore the sacred. This special, unique place exists only because we see the
value and choose to support it. I invite you and urge you to participate in any
way you can, in our community, committees, focus groups and activities.
And of course we need to keep the lights on, and be fair to our staff. We do
this by contributing to the pledge campaign. This year is so important: as I
write we are moving toward the final steps in hiring a new Assistant Minister!
This will have dramatic and noticeable benefits, adding additional capacity
for programming, and of extreme importance, will reduce the workload on
our staff—stretched beyond what is reasonable or fair.

Board
Klay Eckles, President
Gloria Ferguson, Vice President
Sara Wolff, Secretary
Phil Williams, Treasurer
Dick Haskett, Past President
Mara Coyle
Nancy Ver Steegh
Dale Anderson
Ron Ofstead
Jocelyn Stein
Maggie Dalton, Youth Rep
Victoria Safford, Minister

We need each of you to make your best possible pledge, to be generous according to your means, honoring our
covenant to each other, to our staff, and to our shared potential as a force for good. Your gift can transform
this place. More important, the pledge you make will transform you and together we transform the world.
Please take the time to fill out a pledge card and mail it in, or use the online option on our website. If we don’t
hear from you, it’s extra effort for our hard working volunteer pledge committee, who will need to spend time
tracking down all those that haven’t responded to ensure we don’t miss anyone. Thank you to all who have
already pledged.
Prairie Star Conference We are just a few weeks away from the annual district conference, a “not to be
missed” UU extravaganza, featuring Thaxter Cunio, Carol Caouette, Victoria Safford, excellent youth
programs, workshops and more. It’s right here in Bloomington April 13-15. See the information below and
learn more on our web site under “EVENTS”.

LESSONS FROM WAR AND PEACE:

STORIES OF HOPE, FAITH AND COURAGE
Prairie Star District Annual Conference, April 13-15, 2012
Wars and rumors of wars are so much a part of our lives that we often fail to
consider the true costs of conflicts and their aftermath. The PSD Annual Conference
takes up this difficult subject this year.
Two challenging speakers will present the theme for the weekend. Reverend Jim
Eller, who has spent many years working on issues of reconciliation, will present the
keynote speech, “The Glory of Courage and the Joy of Reconciliation.” The Judy Memorial Lecture by
Thomas Weiner is entitled “The Toll War Takes on All Who Are Called to Serve.”
Other highlights of the conference are workshops led by some of the best UU talent in our area, ConScience
youth program, a HUUtenanny on Saturday evening and Sunday morning worship led by Victoria Safford
with Leon Dunkley and Kaitlin Muth. Don’t miss this opportunity to share thoughtful, conversation and
fellowship with fellow UUs from our eight-state area.
Details and registration online at www.psduua.org/AnnualConference2012 or follow the link at
www.whitebearunitarian.org under Events.
April 2012

www.whitebearunitarian.org

3

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Janet Hanson

Salvation — The Practice of Healing
This month we are asked to think about what heals us and keeps us whole. When the Religious Growth and
Learning Committee and I talked about this and its relationship to families and children, we thought of the
things children tend to keep close – what helps them feel safe. A blanket or stuffed toy, something from their
home, or the arms and caresses of a loving parent – all seem to be what gives children salvation of sorts. As
children get older it seems that the company and relationships of peers becomes more important. Right now,
our 6th graders are engaged in our OWL program using a book called It’s Perfectly Normal. For older youth
and teens the salvation—healing—often comes from the sharing that takes place with peers. This sharing helps
them to realize that they are not alone—that others are dealing with or have dealt with similar issues and
questions. The value of our OWL curriculum is not mainly in the factual information but in the sharing and
questioning that takes place in the group.
Summer RE
During April, we will be asking for registrations for our summer program. This summer we will offer nursery
care for up to age three, and classes for older children. Our youngest group – preschool and kindergarten –
will be in a class called Story Time. This will be based on children’s books and activities that connect to the
stories, and use stories that relate to our Unitarian Universalist principles. Older children will again be World
Travelers. Our response to this curriculum was so positive that we thought we would try it again this summer.
So if you have visited a place you would like to share with the children just let me know and I will schedule a
Sunday for you. There are 12 summer Sundays, so I am looking for 12 people who would like to get to know
our 1-6th graders. Parents sometimes ask if summer registrations should be based on grade levels from this
current year or from September grade levels. I recommend using the current church year grade rather than the
upcoming September grade. If you have questions regarding a three year old, contact me and we will decide
what will work best for your child. Summer registration will be online this year.
Visiting Sunday
In order to get ready for registration for fall, we are offering those who might be thinking about teaching a
group of children the opportunity to visit a class for the purpose of
observation. If you think you might like to try teaching and would
This publication is the property of White
like an opportunity to visit for an entire class period, see me. I will
Bear Unitarian Universalist Church. Its
connect you with a group for a visit. Visiting Sunday will be on
purpose is to inform members and friends
April 29.
and facilitate fellowship. Ideas expressed
herein are not necessarily endorsed by the
Board or congregation.

Copy that is consistent with the mission of
the church is welcome from members and
friends and will be published according to
the newsletter policy.
Send submissions to:

salmon@whitebearunitarian.org
or leave them in the office. Please
provide your name and phone number.
Next Deadline: April 15
Editor/Layout: Carol-Linnea Salmon
Distribution:
Janet Kortuem, Mary
Kurth, Ginger Sykes
4

April Calendar

April 1
April 8

Regular children’s classes
Easter Multigenerational Service; no
classes. Nursery care provided.
April 13-15 Prairie Star District Conference
April 15
Regular children’s classes
April 22
Regular children’s classes
April 29
Regular children’s classes and
Visiting Sunday
www.whitebearunitarian.org
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DIRECTOR OF YOUTH PROGRAMS
Jill Schwendeman
ConScience Arrives
The spring conference is April 13th-15th!
You can still register online at psduua.org.
See info on youth events flier and a promo video there.
Lots of youth are coming. We’ll have a blast.
Don’t miss out!

“B” Sale for Boston Bound On Sunday, April 1st
purchase baked goods & hand-knit beanie hats.
Help us close fundraising for our May UU identity trip.

Spring Family Forum: Monday, April 30, 6:30 p.m.

Resilience Techniques
for Physical, Emotional, and Spiritual Well-Being
Dr. Nimi Singh, U. MN School of Medicine – returning by popular demand
How do we overcome stress and live well? Learn simple, powerful tools for being well in both
good times & bad. We hope you will leave this forum feeling better than when you arrived.
All adults and youth welcome. RSVP: youth@whitebearunitarian.org or 651-426-2369.
Childcare is available only with RSVP by April 27th. Leave names, ages of children needing care.

How Do UUs See Salvation? Here’s one UU view: “We can offer real liberation from fear, and a fall into love.
We can offer a theology that recognizes our interdependence with each other and with the larger community of life, in
which salvation is collective and involves healing this world. We can embody this theology by doing what we do best:
gathering together, and listening to each other’s stories. Singing songs, speaking words that matter and making life
and art that give us hope and courage. Let’s help each other imagine what might come next. Then, show up to help.” Rev. Mark Skrabacz. What is salvation to you? From what do you need deliverance? What heals you?
YOUTH EVENTS IN APRIL
1

Boston Bound Meeting, 10:15-10:45 – for all participants and their parents.
Boston Bound “B” Sale after each service.
4 ConScience Planning Meeting, 6:00-8:00 with a break for dinner. Freewill donations accepted for dinner.
11 ConScience Planning Meeting, 6:00-8:00 with a break for dinner. Freewill donations accepted for dinner.
8 Easter. No Classes or Groups. Attend intergenerational service with your family.
Final Boston Bound payment due.
9 9/11 Scholarship Deadline. For Mahtomedi students and Twin Cities UU seniors. See website for a form.
13-15 PSD Conference and ConScience Youth Events Please attend the conference!
For those not attending, there will be a joint 7-12th grade group in the youth room at 9:00 and 11:00.
25 Youth/Adult Committee Meeting, 6:00-6:30.
25 Boston Bound Meeting, 6:45-8:15 – for all participants and their parents.
29 Camp St. Croix Trip by Coming of Age. Arrive by 8:15/Return 3:00. Waiver required – website youth page.
30 Family Forum on Resilience with Dr. Nimi Singh! See notice above.
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From the Minister

Victoria Safford

Holy Week is not a moment marked on most Unitarian Universalist calendars, and yet our hearts still beat to
ancient, sacred rhythms. In story and song, with candle-lit prayers on one night, a ritual feast on another, and
glad celebration on Sunday morning, we will mark the turning of the year with old traditions reinvented, tuned
to a fresh reverence for old, abiding mysteries: the resurrection of the tender land after winter’s dying, the
sacred dance of sorrow and new hope, the miracle (is there any other word?) of restoration when it seems that
all is lost. On Thursday evening, April 5, THE CIRCLE OF LAMENTS will weave the beautiful threads of the
ancient Maundy Thursday rite together with the Buddhist practice of tonglen and the wisdom way of the
labyrinth path. On Friday, April 6, our PASSOVER SEDER will revisit universal themes of slavery and
liberation, memory and hope; and on Sunday morning, April 8, we’ll sing the lovely Easter hymns and other
joyful music. Come join us – for lo, the winter is past. - Victoria

THE CIRCLE OF LAMENTS
Thursday, April 5 at 7:30 p.m.
This evening service calls us to face the sorrows and struggles that weigh us down. Held each year on the
evening before Good Friday, the service borrows elements from Buddhist, Christian and other ancient
practices to create a uniquely UU experience. As evening shadows darken in the sanctuary, we sit together in a
circle and acknowledge the sufferings that are common to us all, whether these are personal difficulties or
concerns for our wider world. The service uses poetry and song, candlelight and music, silence and shared
stories to restore life’s balance. Instead of tuning out life’s many challenges, we seek to tune into them by
opening our hearts with understanding and compassion. As the service concludes, all are invited for a
meditative walk through our labyrinth.
THE PASSOVER SEDER
Friday, April 6 at 6:00 p.m.
May all who are hungry come and eat! The Passover Seder is a ritual meal celebrating freedom, retelling the
Jewish Exodus story, and recommitting each of us to the cause of freedom. At the meal, special foods are
eaten, special words are spoken, and special songs are sung. Join us in this family Seder. Tickets will be sold
in advance for $1 each to cover the cost of the ritual foods, like charoses and matzos, as well as all the grape
juice (and so we know how many people are coming)! The main meal itself will be potluck. For more
information contact Steve Kahn (stevekahn@comcast.net).

BECOMING A MEMBER OF WHITE BEAR UU CHURCH
after the services on Sunday, April 1st
10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
an opportunity to join the congregation by signing the
Membership Book in the Sanctuary after each service
If you’ve been thinking of joining our congregation, now is the time! Membership in this congregation
requires no creedal commitment; the free faith tradition of religious pluralism imposes no uniform
expectation regarding theology, spiritual practice, or belief. Instead, members freely join in covenant with
one another by signing their names in the Membership Book. This is a brief gathering; those present at the
second service are warmly invited to stay for the light lunch that precedes the Orientation at 12:30 p.m.
WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH — Orientation
Sunday, April 1st 12:30—2:00 p.m.
an informational introduction to our programs for newcomers and visitors,
with lunch and childcare provided. All are welcome!
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Music Notes from Thaxter Cunio,

Director of Music

Musical variety is the spice of life at WBUUC.
Check out the assortment of guest and featured musicians for the month of April:
April 1st - Devin Jones After studying at MacPhail Center for Music under Thaxter Cunio and at the University of Wisconsin – Eau Claire under Dr. Kathryn Proctor-Duax, Dr. Jessica Riley, and Dr. Mark Mowry, Baritone Devin Jones keeps music close to his heart. He has performed throughout the Twin Cities, in Brazil, Argentina, Germany, Czech Republic, Poland, as well as at the world famous John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts in Washington D.C.
April 15th - The Hannah Sacred Ensemble is an independent, liturgical choir. They believe sacred music is
powerful and uplifting. They share a passion for creating community through music, and strive to convey
God’s grace, love, and light by sharing their gifts with you and with each other.
April 29th - Nanc MacLeslie likes to sing and do yoga (not always at the same time) surrounded by her family
and lots of animals near Marine-On-St.-Croix. She is in a rock band called The Midwest and also performs
with Lori Gordon and Mary Duncan in Copecetic Productions.

Lifespan Spiritual Direction
Walking the Talk — see back page
Do People Really Understand What the Bible Means?

Weds., April 11 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Facilitated by Louis Asher In order to truly understand the Bible one needs understand the lives and times of
the people who wrote it, including the colloquial phrases, politics, family life, architecture, etc. We shall
begin with some basic information regarding the origins and construction of the Old and New Testaments and
then proceed to explore Biblical symbolism as well as various surprising and interesting ways that the Bible
has been interpreted. This will be done through a thought-provoking and yet humorous approach. Join in the
learning and fun.

Second Monday Book Discussion

Monday, April 9

12:00 noon

facilitated by Dee Smith The book selected for our April discussion is Bill Clinton’s Back to Work; Why We
Need Smart Government for a Strong Economy. Clinton counters the anti-government bloc’s criticism of
efforts to recover from the recession. Read it if you can get a copy; otherwise there will be a short reading on
the Adult Ed table in the Social Hall.

UU Voices

Wednesday, April 25

7:30 p.m.

facilitated by Dee Smith In April we will focus William Channing Gannett, a Unitarian minister who spent a
number of years at Unity Church in St Paul and many more working with Jenkin Lloyd Jones on the Western
Conference in Chicago. After three decades of conflict over a creedal statement that the more orthodox
Unitarians from the East wanted, he drew up the compromise non-creedal statement that was accepted by both
the eastern and midwestern leaders. This important decision opened the way for many elements that energized
Unitarian thought in the 20th century. Reading selections available on the Adult Ed table in the Social Hall.
April 2012
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Social Action
Defeat the Marriage Amendment Campaign
Contact: Jane Bacon (JaneGBacon@msn.com) See WBUUC website for details.

URGENT! We need your voice!
If the vote on the marriage amendment were tomorrow the polls show that it would pass, just as it has
passed in all 29 states it has been proposed in prior to ours, and the Minnesota state constitution would
include the words “only a union of one man and one woman shall be valid or recognized as a marriage in
Minnesota”. We need to get the word out that this amendment helps no one and hurts many!
Help us achieve our goal of 3,000 conversations! Talk to your friends, neighbors, co-workers, and family
and let your voice be heard! Report the number of conversations you have to us, the Marriage Amendment
Task Force, at our table in the social hall on Sundays or go to our website and enter your conversation
numbers on our conversation counter (https://sites.google.com/site/wbuucmatf/).
For each person you talk to we will add a paper link to our Chain of Love and together we can watch our
individual actions grow into a community wide effort as our chain grows to over 3,000 links.
If you are not sure how to start a conversation about marriage equality then sign up for one of our Talk
Trainings and get some great tips and inspiration. See our Standing on the Side of Love table in the social
hall to sign up for trainings, report conversations, and purchase t-shirts and buttons and remember to Vote
No in November!
Minnesotans United For All Families is the umbrella organization for the campaign to defeat the marriage
amendment. To contribute funds or to volunteer directly with them, go to www.mnunited.org.

Green Sanctuary Certification
Our application for candidacy as a UUA Green Sanctuary was submitted in February (a copy is posted on the
website). The application summarizes the tremendous efforts already ongoing, including the in-depth energy
audit and model, and presents these proposed actions to start in the next three years:
The Leopold Project: the Seventh Principal and why we want to be green
Sanctuary Air Flow and Heat Efficiency Management
Composting Program
Rainwater Reuse System
Greening Purchasing Decision-making System
Wednesday Night Mindful Eating Supper
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) Buying Group
Sunday Environmental Justice Offering
Localvore Eating Education
Phenology Board
Where Does Our Waste Go – lectures on the social injustice living next to our nation’s dumping grounds
High Risk Areas Service Trips Program
Community Tire Pressure Check
The projects provide a ‘CAN DO’ church volunteer opportunity – no meetings – just getting down to making a
difference at church. Proposed projects are at different stages of start-up, some already going on, and while led
by different church members/teams, will be strongly supported by the Green Team. To pitch in on a project of
interest to you, please email wbgreenteam@gmail.com and we will get you connected.
8
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Special Collection for Nonviolent Peaceforce on April 8
On Sunday, April 8th, our special collection will be designated to the
NonViolent Peaceforce (NP). Based on the work of Hindu Mahatma Gandhi,
Muslim Abdul Gaffar Khan and women and men around the world, NP
provides unarmed civilian peacekeeping in areas of serious armed conflict in
the world on invitation from deeply-rooted local human rights groups. The
focus is on reducing violence and providing safe spaces for civilians to do the work of peacemaking. Beyond
protecting civilians, NP seeks to change the way the world does the business of peacekeeping, moving us from
armed to unarmed and nonpartisan peacekeeping.
In Mindanao Philippines, both armed parties asked for NP to be on the civilian component of the International
Monitoring Team, a testament to the non partisanship of peacekeepers. In South Sudan, NP was invited to
protect children in schools, many of whom have lost parents in the decades long conflict between north and
south. NP is working to keep children and parents together when one or both has been transported to a
hospital for care of injuries resulting from tribal warfare in Jonglei and protecting students and teachers who
have fled into South Sudan from Sudan. And, NP has already been very successful in protecting civilians
while they mediate long-standing conflicts between cattle keepers and farmers. NP is creating women
peacekeeper teams to deal with violent assaults. In South Caucasus, new teams are working to protect human
rights defenders from Abkhazia and South Ossetia and Georgia as people dare to bring together parties frozen
in conflict. More stories about NP are on the web http://www.nonviolentpeaceforce.org.
Look for the information table at church on Sundays, April 1 and April 8. For more information, contact Ann
Frisch, chair of the peace committee of the Social Action Coordinating Committee / afrisch09@gmail.com.

From the Global Climate Change Committee
Global Climate Change Speaker

Wednesday, April 18th at 7:30 p.m.

Met Council Green/Energy Saving Initiatives

Sandy Rummel, Metropolitan Council

From green rooftops and streambank restoration to hybrid buses and cleaner-burning fuels, the Metropolitan
Council is committed to fostering a healthy environment, reducing energy use, and implementing sustainable
solutions. Sandy Rummel -- Metropolitan Council member, former State Senator, and area resident -- will
share with us the Council’s sustainability activities and her interest in issues related to water, energy and the
environment.

Earth Sunday April 22 Letter Writing
The Global Climate Change Committee will have letter writing materials (including sample letters) in the
Social Hall between and after the services on April 22. Hand written letters to state or federal policy makers
are a very effective means of communication. We provide the materials and the stamp and you write the letter.

Results of Keystone XL Pipeline Debate
The question, should the Keystone XL pipeline be built, was discussed on March 12 with 33 people in
attendance. The debate was sponsored by the Global Climate Change committee. Elizabeth Kahn described her
experience as a pipeline protester in Washington, DC, in the fall of 2011. Kirk Cobb presented a lot of facts
and figures on our energy use and voiced his support for the pipeline. Louis Asher presented the case against
building the pipeline. 27 people participated in a poll before and after the debate. Before the debate there were
2 YES votes, 16 NO votes and 9 undecided votes. After the debate there were 2 YES votes, 23 NO votes and 2
undecided. The audience asked many good questions and added greatly to the discussion.
April 2012
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UU Young Adults

Biking Buddies Planning Meeting

We’re here! A small group of UU young met in
March to begin imagining ways to connect through
dinners, games, outings, conversations, on-line
communities, campus-based gatherings, service
projects – the possibilities are many! For those who
could not make it, we are planning to meet again.
Mark your calendars for April 1st and 22nd from 6
to 8pm. On April 1st we will have a potluck and we
will be playing games to break the ice and have a
short reading or two. We will also be planning for a
"Young Adult Camping Retreat" sometime this
summer. We are a group open to any and all from
18-32. Join us online at our new Facebook page.
http://www.facebook.com/WBUUC.Young.Adults
And SHARE US WITH YOUR FRIENDS! We are
open and welcoming to all from 18-32, and they
need not have a connection to our church. - Josh
Young youn0469@comcast.net

Wednesday, April 4

7:00 p.m.

Everyone interested in bicycling with the Biking
Buddies is invited to attend the planning meeting
on Wednesday April 4. The meeting will start
with an open discussion of any ideas or concerns
and then create the ride schedule for May to
October. We offer weekday rides, which start at
6:30 p.m., carrying your own dinner, which is
eaten at a rest stop. Weekend rides are usually
from 20 to 45 miles long. The first weekend trip
is to Itasca State Park over Memorial weekend
(see article below). Members of all ages make
up the WBUUC Biking Buddies, and families
with children are welcome. FFI: Contact Doug
Van Vreede 651.426.2459 or dougvv@msn.com,
even if you cannot attend the meeting, but would
still like to ride.

Memorial Day Weekend
at Itasca State Park

Men's Groups
Open to all interested men, no signup required, new
members always welcome. One group meets during
the day and one in the evening. Questions? Steve
Kahn at stevekahn@comcast.net or Doug Federhart
at dfederhart@whitebearunitarian.org.
Tuesday, April 3, 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, April 17 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, April 17 10:00 a.m.
On April 3rd at 7:00 p.m. we’ll discuss this question—
“Tell us about the church(es) of your childhood—
whether UU or not. What did you like, or not like—what
mattered to you? Is there anything you miss?”

Staying Connected
Do you receive our weekly electronic newsletter?
If not, you can opt-in via the website, or send an
email to office@whitebearunitarian.org.
Friend us on Facebook!
http://www.facebook.com/WBUUC

For many years, members of the WBUUC have
ventured north over Memorial Day weekend to
enjoy the natural setting of Itasca State Park.
There are opportunities to bike in the park and on
trails in the surrounding areas, hike, bird watch,
fish, attend a park ranger program or just relax
and read a good book. Lodging is provided at
the Mississippi Headwaters Hostel, located
inside the park. The hostel sleeps 31 in rooms
with 4 – 6 bunks; the cost of is about $25 per
night per person. We share in the cost and
preparation of meals so the cost of food for the
weekend is minimal (usually about $25 per
person). To reserve your bunk, Linda Douglas
must receive your $50 per person deposit by
April 13. Your deposit is refundable up until
April 13. After that, if you cancel, your deposit is
refundable only if we can fill your spot. Linda’s
address is: 3650 47th Ave S, Minneapolis, MN
55406. Contact Linda Douglas (612.701.8239 /
ladliee@comcast.net).

http://www.facebook.com/WBUUC.Young.Adults
Pick up the Sunday Announcement pages or read
them online at www.whitebearunitarian.org.
Watch for exciting changes to our communications
coming soon!
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Services and RE at 9 & 11

Victoria Safford

10:10 Sitting Meditation
No Youth Choir
No Writer’s Group
No Potluck Supper tonight

Good As New

8 Services and RE at 9 & 11

10:10 Sitting Meditation
10:10 Youth Choir
10:15 Boston Bound Meeting
12:30 Welcome to Our Church
6:00 Young Adult Potluck

THIS I BELIEVE: Mary Duncan and Tim
Cheesebrow

1

April ‘12

April 2012
7:00 Walking Together

Taxes for a Civilized Society
Guest Speaker Laura Kalambokidis

8:15 Coming of Age Camp St. Croix
10:10 Youth Choir
10:10 Sitting Meditation

Victoria Safford

29 Services and RE at 9 & 11

10:10 Youth Choir
10:10 Sitting Meditation
6:00 Young Adult Potluck

RE Social Action Sunday

7:00 Walking Together

6:30 Family Forum

30

Caring for Creation
7:00 Walking Together
Earth Day Speaker:
Scott Russell Sanders

22 Services and RE at 9 & 11

May Newsletter Deadline
23

16

10:10 Youth Choir
10:10 Sitting Meditation

7:00 Men’s Group

3

Tuesday

7:00 Executive
Committee

1

7:00 Executive Cmtt

24

7:00 Men’s Group

7:00 Shamanic
Drumming

10:00 Men’s Group

17

9
10
9-11 Scholarship
Deadline 5 p.m.
6:00 Building and Ops
12:00 Second Monday
7:00 EMME
6:00 Belonging and
Community
7:00 Women’s Book Club
7:00 Walking Together

2

Monday

15 Services and RE at 9 & 11
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6:00 p.m.
Passover
Seder

13

7:30 Circle of
Laments

12

6:00 Choir
6:30 Supper

2

25
6:00 Choir
6:00 Youth/Adult Cmtt
6:00 Development Cmtt
6:30 Supper
6:45 Boston Bound Mtg
7:30 Worship Cmtt
7:30 UU Voices

3

26

4
7:00
Reading/
Book Signing
Mark
MorrisonReed

27

20

6

5

7:00 Religious
Growth and
Learning Cmtt

Friday

Thursday

18
19
9:30 Pastoral Care
6:00 Choir
6:30 Supper
7:00 Financial Oversight
7:15 Green Sanctuary
7:30 Global Climate Speaker

6:00 Choir
6:00 ConScience Planning
6:30 Supper

11

6:00 Choir
6:00 ConScience Planning
6:30 Supper
7:00 Board
7:00 PSD Meeting
7:00 Biking Buddies Mtg

4

Wednesday

5
9:30 a.m.
The Perversity
of Diversity
Workshop with
Mark MorrisonReed

28

21

9:30 Big Band
Rehearsal

14

UUs Got Talent
7:00 p.m.

7
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

WALKING THE TALK
Our work to be an anti-racist, anti-oppressive, multiculturally-committed congregation
continues! One small group is exploring opportunities for prison ministry and volunteer
visitation through AMICUS; another is working to establish a strong partnership with
HIRE/Minnesota, advocating racial equity in hiring practices throughout the state.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR for the visit to our church May 4-6th of
the Reverend Mark Morrison-Reed!

An outstanding preacher and Unitarian Universalist leader, Mark is the author of many
books, including his memoir, In Between: Memoirs of an Integration Baby, and
Darkening the Doorways, on the experience of people of color in UU congregations.
FRIDAY, May 4 at 7:00 p.m.

Reading/Book-signing with Mark’s latest volume,

Voices from the Margins

SATURDAY, May 5 at 9:30 a.m.

“The Perversity of Diversity” workshop open to all

SUNDAY, May 6 at 9 and 11 a.m.

“Dragged into Heaven Kicking and Screaming”

WHITE BEAR UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
May 2012

Vol. LVIII, No. 5
Giving Voice to the Spirit: Community Singing before each Sunday service

May 6

Dragged into Heaven Kicking and Screaming
Guest Minister: the Reverend Mark Morrison-Reed
 Music from the Choir, directed by Thaxter Cunio, with Carol Caouette, piano
 Coffee and Conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall
 Becoming a Member of White Bear UU Church – see inside!

May 13

Now and Then







Victoria Safford

Music from the Choir, directed by Thaxter Cunio, with Carol Caouette, piano
Reading of the 1870 Mother’s Day Proclamation
9:00 a.m. Ceremony of Dedication for Maya Stasel
Coffee and Conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall
No Monthly Writers Group today
No Second Sunday Potluck Supper today

Sunday, May 20
Name, Hand, and Heart
9:00 a.m. only
Luke Stevens-Royer and Victoria Safford
Music from Mary Duncan, piano
Our new Assistant Minister, Luke Stevens-Royer, joins Victoria in the pulpit this morning. Although he
does not begin his work with us until August, you’ll have an opportunity to meet Luke now, and share your
hopes and dreams for our future together!

10:15 a.m.
The Annual Meeting of White Bear Unitarian Universalist Church
convenes in the Sanctuary immediately following the 9:00 a.m. service. Hear the highlights of the year reported
by President Klay Eckles and Victoria Safford; honor the commitment of dedicated lay leaders with your
presence and the power of your vote as they stand for elected office; own the vision and mission of our
congregation by affirming the budget and program it empowers for the coming year. All are welcome and
encouraged to take part in the Annual Meeting. If you are a member of our church, please make every effort
to attend and establish the required quorum. With 725 members, we will need 145 just to open the Meeting!

Nursery and childcare will be available – lots to do and a snack to share!
(And don’t miss the special Mad Science program at 9:00 a.m. —see page 4 for details!)

May 27

All Alone Together
 Music from Carol Caouette and Jill Schwendeman, piano
 Coffee and Conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall

Victoria Safford

Living the Questions
Live the questions...love the questions.

Theme for May: Expectation—the practice of living on the threshold
Questions for contemplation and conversation
on your own, around the dinner table, in your journal, with each other

1. What are the moments in your life that have been on a threshold? What thresholds
have you crossed over and where have they led you?
2. What threshold are you on right now?
3. What is the joy that comes with expectation? What is the shadow side of
expectation?
4. Are no expectations good? Are high expectations good?
5. How do your expectations of others differ from your expectations of yourself?
6. What does it feel like to live on the threshold?
How much of human life is lost in waiting.

To travel hopefully is a better thing than to arrive.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Robert Louis Stevenson

See the website for readings and resources—www.whitebearunitarian.org under Living the Questions.

BECOMING A MEMBER OF WHITE BEAR UU CHURCH
after the services on Sunday, May 6th
10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
an opportunity to join the congregation by signing the
Membership Book in the Sanctuary after each service
If you’ve been thinking of joining our congregation, now is the time! Membership in this congregation
requires no creedal commitment; the free faith tradition of religious pluralism imposes no uniform
expectation regarding theology, spiritual practice, or belief. Instead, members freely join in covenant with
one another by signing their names in the Membership Book. This is a brief gathering; those present at the
second service are warmly invited to stay for the light lunch that precedes the Orientation at 12:30 p.m.
WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH — Orientation
Sunday, May 6th 12:30—2:00 p.m.
an informational introduction to our programs for newcomers and visitors,
with lunch and childcare provided. All are welcome!
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From the President

Klay Eckles

As we conclude the annual pledge campaign (thank you to everyone that
contributed!)—it can only be seen as a culmination of a series of successes
that we have experienced this year. We have our Assistant Minister, Luke
Stevens-Royer, who will energize and enhance our staff starting at the end of
the summer. Thanks to a Search Committee that went the extra hundred miles
to get us there. We have the finances to fund our new staff position, brought
about by an outstanding effort by our Pledge committee…A huge thank you
to all of them! We just completed hosting the annual Prairie Star District
Conference; the accolades continue to pour in from the numerous attendees
from around the district. Roger Upham, the rest of the committee and all our
many volunteers that brought this unique experience to the district have set a
new standard of excellence for the conference for future hosts. And most
importantly, our Sunday mornings continue to bring deeply moving services
both from our staff, church members, and guest speakers.

Board
Klay Eckles, President
Gloria Ferguson, Vice President
Sara Wolff, Secretary
Phil Williams, Treasurer
Dick Haskett, Past President
Mara Coyle
Nancy Ver Steegh
Dale Anderson
Ron Ofstead
Jocelyn Stein
Maggie Dalton, Youth Rep
Victoria Safford, Minister

This month on May 20th we will hold our annual meeting right after the 9 a.m. service (one service only on
this Sunday). This is an important meeting and I strongly urge you all to attend. It is an opportunity to share in
our successes, set our goals and budget for the coming year, and re-establish the bond we have toward one
another. I promise to keep it succinct and as always, I will endeavor to provide a wildly entertaining
experience, as only a city engineer can do! This is our only all member meeting; we need you to join us.
Coffee, fantastic desserts and child care are all provided.
If you haven’t pledged yet, you are overdue. Late pledges are better than no pledges, but our budget planning
is severely hampered by late pledges. Get ‘em in folks!
Annual Meeting
Sunday, May 20 at 10:15 a.m.
following the 9:00 a.m. service (no 11:00 a.m. service today!)
The meeting will include approval of the 2012-13 Operating Budget, election of new members to the
Board and Nominations and Leadership Development Committee, and special recognitions of
extraordinary service. Come celebrate together!

News from the Assistant Minister Search Committee
Luke Stevens-Royer, our new Assistant Minister, will join Victoria on May 20th for the 9:00 am service
(no 11:00 am service that day) with our Annual Meeting to follow.
There’s been some question as to what Luke’s role at WBUUC will be…great question! Two key focuses of
the Assistant Minister position are Membership and Small Group Ministry, including Lifespan Spiritual Development and Wellspring. In addition, Luke will assist Victoria in ministry, worship and church celebrations.
Other aspects of his position may include pastoral care and/or social justice activities. And, since this is a new
position, it will be very exciting to see Luke bring his talents to the position and help to further define his role!
Please watch for more details in the months ahead about celebrating with Luke in a ceremony of ordination
and installation, as he joins our vibrant community in August. And of course, if you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to ask one of our members or send an email to searchcommittee@whitebearunitarian.org.
John Kirwin – Chair, Kathy Sedro, Dick Rogers, Erin Scott, Tim Nelson, Victoria Safford
May 2012
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DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Janet Hanson

May Theme Expectation: The Practice of Living on the Threshold
How do we keep expectations under control, keep them from causing deep disappointment? As parents we all
experience the challenge of letting our children enjoy that exciting feeling of anticipation, or the experience of
being on the edge or threshold of something new, exciting and scary. Finding the balance needed is different
for each of us and requires time and effort on the part of parents to aid children in navigating these waters. For
teachers, in navigating the many thresholds of learning the challenge is always to search for the balance of
challenge and possibility – enough challenge to stretch students with the possibility of success. It is what
makes teaching such an art.
Summer Program
I hope you have looked at your summer schedules and thought about our summer program for children.
Registration forms are on the website, and the poster to sign up for taking our world travelers on a journey
with you is in the Social Hall. You can bring items from your travels, pictures to share, food to try, games or
songs or a new language. Any of these will engage the children (Gr. 1-6) for the 45 minutes of class. Do
remember we have just one service in the summer at 9:30 a.m. I hope that by the time you read this we will
have all 12 Sundays fully staffed.
May is Fall Registration Month
May is the month to sign up for next fall. On the sixth of May we will have our special Sundae Sunday.
Religious Growth and Learning Committee members will be on hand to make you an ice cream sundae, and
we will be registering folks for the fall. All registrations are on line, but we will have some computers
available for you to complete your registration that day if you like. Our volunteer teacher poster will be
available in the Social Hall, so don’t miss your chance to get that desirable time and co-teacher set for next
year! My goal remains – have a full complement of teachers in place by the end of May.
Coming Attractions
May 6 and 13 will be our final two class sessions for teachers, but our two service Sundays and program for
children continues through June 10. On May 20th we will have a special treat at our 9 a.m. service. Mad
Science will be coming to present a program –the Mystery of Chemistry – for our preschool through 6th grade
classes. I hope you will come- I’m told it is an engaging show. Following the 9 a.m. service we will have our
Annual Meeting – starting at about 10:15. Nursery and childcare will
be available – lots to do and a snack to share! May 27th will be a
This publication is the property of White
Social Action Sunday – we will make bracelets to sell for 50
Bear Unitarian Universalist Church. Its
Lanterns. On June 3rd , the 9 a.m. service will have nursery and
purpose is to inform members and friends
childcare and at 11 a.m. we will have a multigenerational service with
and facilitate fellowship. Ideas expressed
a special celebration of our children and youth programs. On June
herein are not necessarily endorsed by the
10th, we’ll have a visit with our very own naturalist, Paul Smithson.
Board or congregation.
He will bring a raptor from the Warner Nature Center to show the
Copy that is consistent with the mission of
children. For many of these Sundays we are in need of helpers – see
the church is welcome from members and
the Social Hall table to sign up.
friends and will be published according to
the newsletter policy.
Send submissions to:

salmon@whitebearunitarian.org
or leave them in the office. Please
provide your name and phone number.
Next Deadline:

May 15

Editor/Layout: Carol-Linnea Salmon
Distribution:
Janet Kortuem, Mary
Kurth, Ginger Sykes
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May Calendar
May 6
May 13
May 20

May 27

Classes
Classes
9am- Mad Science Program for Prek-6th
10:15 Annual Meeting
Nursery and Childcare provided
Social Action Sunday – Volunteers Needed

www.whitebearunitarian.org
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DIRECTOR OF YOUTH PROGRAMS

Jill Schwendeman

Boston: Time to GO. Twenty-three youth and adults
will leave for our UU identity trip on April 19th. We are
grateful to each of you who ate spaghetti, bought a mug or
book or cookies or other items, made a pledge to the
church, or helped in other ways. The April sale brought in
$1,100, which closed out our fundraising for this trip.
Starting on May 19th, find the link to a trip blog on the
youth page of the newsletter.
Annual Meeting and Youth Movie At 10:15 on
May 20th, teens grades 7-12 are invited attend the
congregation’s annual meeting. If you prefer, come to the
youth room to view a social action movie.
Congratulations & thank you 49 youth & 32 adults who
were part of ConScience. Pictured here: worship team.

Good Work, grades 7-8! You collected 295 clothing
items for children at the Family Services Shelter, plus two
bags of groceries for our local food shelf. Your gifts really matter for families having a tough time.
UU Youth Leadership School Want to become a leader in the UU faith community? Youth ages 14-18:
Hone your skills in leadership, worship, and religious values/heritage in Beloit July 15th-21st. See a summary,
registration materials, and scholarship information at mwls.org/youth. The deadline is June 1st.
Urban Justice Camp The Unity Center for Youth Leadership, affiliated with First Universalist in
Minneapolis, seeks youth 15-18 “who have a passion for justice and want to turn that passion into change.”
This summer: Urban Justice Camp July 9th through 12th, 9:00-3:00. Other programs in May include:
** Unity After Dark: Food, Fun and a Little Bit o’ Justice.
Fri., May 25th, 7:00-11:00.
** Retreat: Teens & Homelessness: Why Do You Care? What Can You Do? Sat., May 5th, 10:00-4:00.
** Coffee House: Spoken Word Performances by and For Teens.
Fri., May 18th, 7:00-10:00.
Unity is also seeking three interns: media, organization outreach, and assistant camp director. Find more
information at unityleadership.org or contact Mr. Jamie Glover at 612-259-8268.
Expectation: Living on the Threshold Unitarian Universalism is a living faith. Each generation applies
UU principles anew. Abolition, religious freedom, the right of conscience, environmentalism, peace, justice,
overturning racism, spirituality for human connection … these are a few answers we’ve found. What is calling
you? What does your faith look forward to? To what future do you use your gifts and passion?
YOUTH EVENTS IN MAY
Wed. 2

Boston Bound Meeting, 6:45-8:00. David Schwartz presenting on UU history and Boston!
Have dinner with us first. A freewill donation is requested for the meal.
Wed. 9
Youth/Adult Committee, 6:45-8:00. Church dinner is at 6:30.
Sun. 13
Last Regular RE Class/Youth Group. Please take time to say thank you to your teachers/advisors.
Wed. 16
Boston Bound Meeting, 6:00-8:00 with a break for dinner at 6:30.
Sa. 19-Wed. 23 Boston Bound Trip. Check the website youth page for a link to our blog site.
Sun. 20
Annual Meeting, 10:15. Film for Grades 7-12 together in the youth room at 9:00 and 10:30.
Sun. 27
Memorial Day Weekend, with a Film for grades 7-12 together at 9:00 & 11:00.
Hold These Dates: June 1st: Closing Youth Program Potluck. June 3rd: RE Sunday.

May 2012
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Among Ourselves
We are holding in our hearts these members and friends: Laurie Kigner, whose brother-in-law died in April;
Jaqueline Zita and Marge Kelly, mourning the death of Jacqueline’s father and Marge’s husband, James V.
Kelly; Mali LaLonde, whose father died in March; Pat Young, whose husband Tom died in April; Michelle
Mucha and Chris Fleisher, welcoming their new baby daughter, Grayson; Deb Krueger, recovering from the
latest of many foot surgeries.

An Invitation to Wellspring 2012—13
Over this last year, a small group has been piloting Wellspring, an intensive program of spiritual deepening for
UUs. On May 6th, you’re invited to join some of them at a Wellspring introduction to learn more about the
program and whether it’s a good fit for you next year!
Wellspring is different from the monthly Sharing Circles because of its intensity. It begins with a day-long
retreat in September, followed by two-hour meetings scheduled two or three times a month from September
through May. Participants plan on time for daily spiritual practice, a monthly meeting with a spiritual director,
and time for reading the assignments and reflecting on them (approximately 4-6 hours per month).
Wellspring is centered on five core components: spiritual practice – commitment to regular, intentional
practice; spiritual direction – self-reflection with a guide; Unitarian Universalist history and theology –
reading, listening, reflecting; small group – participation in a community of seekers; and faith in action –
living what we are called to do in the world.
You’re invited to learn more! On Sunday May 6th, from 12:30-1:30, we’ll have an information session and
Q&A about Wellspring with some of this year’s participants. Email dschwartz@whitebearunitarian.org if you
are interested in attending or have other questions about Wellspring.

Sharing Circles Registration for 2012—13 Starts in May!
Amidst the blizzard of the world – of too much work and too little time, too many
things and too little depth – Sharing Circles are a place to authentically and fully
connect with each other. It is a place to tell your whole story, to witness the stories
of others, and to live into the questions of our faith together. It is a place to be
present and engaged with whole heart and mind and self; to practice deep listening;
to be who you really are.
These small groups of 8-10 adults, along with a trained facilitator, gather once a
month October-June to reflect through conversation and deep listening how the
month’s theme touches their own lives. Shared readings, quotes, poetry and
questions focus the conversation. Sharing Circles aren’t self-help groups – they are
a place where we can arrive without mask or veil, to share authentically who we
are and who we are called to be.

Circles meet the
First Week of the Month
Monday 10-Noon
Monday 7-9 p.m.
Tuesday 10-Noon
Tuesday 7-9 p.m.
Wednesday 4-6 p.m.
Wednesday 7-9 p.m.
(childcare for grade-school
kids is available for this time)
Thursday 7-9 p.m.
Sunday 12:30-2:30 p.m.

Participants this year have said that the Sharing Circles are a powerful experience:
a place in this growing church to get to know others deeply; a space to reflect and
speak from your heart; a place to be companioned as we live the questions.
Sign up starts Sunday May 6th – in person and online!
6
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Music Notes from Thaxter Cunio,

Director of Music

With the past, I have nothing to do; nor with the future. I live now. ~ Ralph Waldo Emerson
Music as the ever-present now: In a book called Wholeness & the Implicate Order (1980), David Bohm
posits that music makes time's passage audible and therefore gives us a direct experience of reality - it is
essentially the forward motion of an ever-present now.
I always like to include poetry for the May newsletter. Below are a couple of poems for your present
moment perusal.
A Song On the End of the World
by Czeslaw Milosz translated by Anthony Milosz
On the day the world ends
A bee circles a clover,
A fisherman mends a glimmering net.
Happy porpoises jump in the sea,
By the rainspout young sparrows are playing
And the snake is gold-skinned as it should always be.
On the day the world ends
Women walk through the fields under their
umbrellas,
A drunkard grows sleepy at the edge of a lawn,
Vegetable peddlers shout in the street
And a yellow-sailed boat comes nearer the island,
The voice of a violin lasts in the air
And leads into a starry night.
And those who expected lightning and thunder
Are disappointed.
And those who expected signs and archangels'
trumps
Do not believe it is happening now.
As long as the sun and the moon are above,
As long as the bumblebee visits a rose,
As long as rosy infants are born
No one believes it is happening now.
Only a white-haired old man, who would be a
prophet
Yet is not a prophet, for he's much too busy,
Repeats while he binds his tomatoes:
No other end of the world will there be,
No other end of the world will there be.


Horace in 65 B.C.E. wrote:
Scale back your long hopes
to a short period. While we
speak, time is envious and
is running away from us.
Seize the day, trusting
little in the future.

gatheredhere
a WBUUC compilation CD
This 16‐track CD features music by
current and past members of WBUUC.
Performers range in age from 13 to
80+. The CD features professional
and avocational musicians alike,
including our own Peter Mayer!
Musical genres range from bluegrass
to classical to jazz to doo‐wop/pop!

Online sales coming soon!
CDs may be purchased on
Sundays from the church
bookstore.
Or send a check for $18 with
your mailing address to:
White Bear UU Church
328 Maple Street
Mahtomedi, MN 55115
Please make checks to WBUUC
with CD in the memo line.
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Defeating the Marriage Amendment
Contact: Jane Bacon (JaneGBacon@msn.com) See WBUUC website for details.

Minnesotans United for All Families announces goal of 1,000,000 conversations!
WBUUC has set a goal of making 3,000 of those conversations start here in our neck of the woods. If you
want to help defeat this amendment the single most important action you can take is to engage your friends,
relatives, neighbors, co-workers, acquaintances, and complete strangers in conversations about why marriage
matters. Not sure how to do that with confidence?
Come to our conversations squared events. Within 30 minutes you will learn and practice the essentials in a
fun and relaxed atmosphere and take home a copy of our talking tips handout, a DVD that you can watch and
pass along to others, and a boat load of confidence knowing that you can make a difference in trying to defeat
the marriage amendment.
Don’t forget to report the number of conversations you are having to us each week at our table in the Social
Hall. We are now over 125 links on our chain of love and we need you to help us get all the way to 3,000. If
each person at WBUUC has 10 conversations that would be 7,000 and if each of those conversations led to
other conversations think of the ripple effect that would have!

Conversations squared
Learn to speak with confidence about defeating the marriage amendment
Sunday, May 6th 10:15-10:45
Sunday, June 3rd 10:15-10:45
Location: The Courtyard Room (Between the Kitchen & the youth room)
Signing up in advance at our table in the Social Hall is recommended, but not required!
Minnesotans United For All Families is the umbrella organization for the campaign to defeat the marriage amendment.
To contribute funds or to volunteer directly with them, go to www.mnunited.org.

Staying Connected
Do you receive our weekly electronic newsletter?
If not, you can opt-in via the website, or send an
email to office@whitebearunitarian.org.
Friend us on Facebook!
http://www.facebook.com/WBUUC

http://www.facebook.com/WBUUC.Young.Adults
Pick up the Sunday Announcement pages or
read them online at www.whitebearunitarian.org.
Watch for exciting changes to our communications
coming soon!
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Grounds and Building Work Day
Saturday May 12th

9:00 -1:00

The Land Stewardship and Building/Operations
Committees are joining forces for a Work Day.
We’ll begin at 9, wrap up at 1-ish. Snacks/beverage
provided. Many hands make light work – join us!
Landscaping, yard work, planting, building repair
and maintenance, spring cleaning – no experience
required! Bring tools, gloves and a smile. Rain date
May 19. Info? Contact the office 651.426.2369 /
officeassistant@whitebearunitarian.org or Ralph
651.214.5466 / dovetailcarpentry@comcast.net.
www.whitebearunitarian.org
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From the Global Climate Change Committee
Connect the Dots
A storm spawned 122+ tornadoes across the central plains U.S. on April 14. It's not your imagination, extreme
weather events are happening more frequently: record breaking heat waves in Russia, wildfires in Australia,
disastrous flooding in Thailand, Pakistan, Queensland and Vermont. Warm air holds more water vapor. Every
time we pick up the newspaper and read about another record breaking natural disaster, it becomes
increasingly clear that climate change is not a future problem—it’s happening right now. It’s time to connect
the dots between climate change and extreme weather. It’s time to decrease fossil fuel consumption and reduce
carbon emissions. Connect the Dots is a project of 350.org and allies to clearly draw the connection between
extreme weather and climate change. Climate Impacts Day on May 5th will bring together thousands of
communities to take action to highlight the dramatic climate change impacts we are witnessing around the
world. See www.climatedots.org

Global Climate Change Speaker

Wednesday, May 16 at 7:30 p.m.

Solar Power for Your Home: Is It Time to Take the Leap?
Bob Wilmers, member White Bear Unitarian Universalist Church
Do you like the idea of generating your own electricity and reducing your carbon footprint, but are not sure if
solar is “Ready for Primetime”? Recent advances in solar panel technology have improved performance and
reduced costs. Tax credits, grants and rebates are making going green easier than ever. With what is happening
on Wall Street, solar may be a better investment than the stock market. Find out how a member of our church
made the decision to take the leap and the real world results. Bob Wilmers has over 35 years experience in
electronics and broadcast industry. He’s also a sun worshiper, and wants to spread the good news about solar
energy.

Community Supported Agriculture
From the Green Sanctuary Program
Now that is it spring, it is time to consider gardening, or perhaps purchasing, some healthy veggies from Big
River Farms Community Supported Agriculture. For 18 weeks from mid June to mid October, you will
receive enough to feed 2-4 adults or even share with someone else. Deliveries are made on Tuesdays at
church. $575 will bring you great food and help support the training of immigrant farmers. Sign up in Social

Multicultural Leadership School for Youth and Young Adults of Color
The Multicultural Leadership School (MLS) is a training designed specifically for UU Youth and Young
Adults of Color. The goal of the training is to equip participants to be leaders in their UU congregation or
district. This is an amazing opportunity to network, gain skills, and caucus with other UU Youth and Young
Adults of Color. The session will be held July 27-31 at the UUA in Boston.
For more information contact the Rev. Monica Cummings at mcummings@uua.org.
Applications: http://www.uua.org/re/youth/identity-based/color/158493.shtml

May 2012
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WALK THE TALK
our journey toward anti-racism, anti-oppression and multiculturalism for the 21st century
___________________________________________________________________

HIRE MN: The Best Social Service Program is a JOB!
Louis King, founder of HIRE MN, spoke to us on Martin Luther King Sunday, challenging us and inspiring us to
learn more about racial inequity in hiring practices - one of the chief causes of poverty in Minnesota. HIRE MN is
a coalition of organizations and activists who work to ensure that investments in job creation lift people out of
poverty and reduce racial disparities in hiring and income. The coalition was founded in 2008 by Louis King with a
focus on ensuring that publicly funded projects meet hiring goals for women and people of color. See
http://hiremn.org/ for more information about the organization.
As part of the WBUUC Walk the Talk effort promoting racial justice, a small work group, including Mary Sturm,
Bridget Smith, Victoria Safford, and Terry Bernhardt met with Avi Viswanathan (HIRE MN Coalition Organizer)
and Ralph Wyman (Director of the Minnesota Unitarian Universalist Social Justice Alliance) in April to discuss
action steps for our congregation:


Support HIRE MN public awareness and lobbying efforts at state agencies, the legislature and the
governor’s office.



Encourage local units of government (cities, counties) to adopt the Sullivan Principles – making
commitments to train and hire minority workers.



Work with our area’s representatives to the Met Council to encourage active support for racial justice
hiring and training in Met funded and sponsored projects.
Tuesday, May 8, 6:30 PM at WBUUC - Planning Meeting
If you have an interest in this important and “boots on the ground” project, please join us!




AMICUS ONE to ONE Prison Visitation Program
Many of us were inspired at the MLK Breakfast in January by the beautiful presentation from AMICUS staffer
James Canon on the powerful effect of companionship for incarcerated people. “Amicus” is Latin for “friend.” Now
we’re ready to take the next step.
AMICUS’ One to One Program provides motivated inmates with a positive and affirming relationship with a
trained volunteer. Through visits and friendship, volunteers help offenders feel cared about, develop trust and
gain a new outlook. Volunteers of the same sex are matched with inmates at the Minnesota correctional facilities
(MCF) at Stillwater, Oak Park Heights, Lino Lakes and Shakopee. Most opportunities involve a minimum of
monthly contact and a one-year commitment to the relationship. AMICUS is a Minnesota not-for-profit
organization with over 44 years of experience in improving public safety by helping inmates and ex-offenders
through positive relationship-building, restorative justice practices and individualized transition services.
http://amicususa.org/index.html
On Monday, May 21st from 5:30 - 8:30 pm,
AMICUS is hosting a training at our church, open to all interested in exploring the possibility of becoming a prison
visitor. Please contact Terry Bernhardt at tbernhardt1@comcast.net or 651-226-6546 if you would like to register.

WALK THE TALK
our journey toward anti-racism, anti-oppression and multiculturalism for the 21st century

 IMMIGRATION 
___________________________________________________________________

Conversations with Friends: Minnesota Detained Immigrant Visitor Project
Conversations with Friends is a local interfaith group that visits immigrant detainees who are held at Ramsey
County Jail in St. Paul. On the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month from 7-8 pm, volunteers visit with detainees,
sharing in compassionate conversation and support as these people are held in detention --- sometimes for
hours, and sometimes for many, many months. Volunteering is a way to support these individuals during a difficult
time, and a small way to work towards better understanding the situation for undocumented immigrants in our
community and nation. These detainees are allowed little or no contact with family members, so volunteers are
essential in maintaining compassionate human contact. If you are interested in learning more, please contact
Berit Engstrom beritanna@gmail.com or (651) 303-1161.

Learn more at an information session with Berit Engstrom on Wednesday, May 30th at 7:30 p.m.



UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2012 - PHOENIX, ARIZONA!
June 20-24, 2012
“It felt like we were part of a living faith - it gave me energy to keep going in my own community.”
- GA attendee in 2011
General Assembly is more than the annual business meeting of the Association. The myriad of programs,
worship events, witness and service opportunities, and exhibits not only provide a rich experience to the
thousands of UUs who attend each year, they also give participants a renewed sense of energy, up-to-date
information, inspiration, and innovative ideas to take back to their congregations and communities. The votes that
GA delegates cast have a huge impact on Unitarian Universalism. They determine our elected leaders, amend
the bylaws and rules that govern our Association, and shape the justice work that we do as a movement.
Delegates to the 2010 and 2011 General Assemblies have directed that the 2012 GA in Phoenix will be a special
“Justice GA,” a gathering with multiple ways of engaging in justice work standing side by side with people on the
border in Arizona, the state with the most repressive immigration laws in the nation. We will partner with
communities in Arizona in worship and witness to bring attention to the injustices and human rights abuses they
face. Our work will allow all participants to witness in ways that reflect our commitment to justice, equity and
compassion for all. We will do hands-on work with our community partners in a variety of settings, and include
multigenerational teams and accessible venues. Whether you choose to witness for one hour, make signs for
people to carry, or spend a day at a project, there will be opportunities for everyone. We will leave General
Assembly grounded in our faith, energized for justice and with resources to bring this work home to our
congregations.

Consider joining a White Bear UU delegation to the 2012 General Assembly
and standing on the side of immigration reform!
Contact Victoria Safford to learn more: vsafford@whitebearunitarian.org; 651.426.2369
Scholarship money is available.
contact Ann Frisch afrisch09@gmail.com or Ron Ofstead deviceadvisors@msn.com.
Learn more: www.uua.org/ga

WBUUC Concert Series presents

Opera on a Schtick
Saturday, May 19
7:00 p.m.
Center City Opera Company presents some
of the finest voices on the Twin Cities opera
scene performing a tongue-in-cheek recital,
subjecting familiar operatic arias (Nessun
Dorma, Old Man River) to the humor of host
Lori Gordon, who can't tell Puccini from
Polenta. This light-hearted collection of
exquisitely performed arias will delight not
only fans of opera but also their reluctant dates
who might wonder, "Who are these people and why
are they singing so loud?" Opera buffs will get to
sing along to "Va pensiero," the emotion-filled
chorus of the slaves from Verdi's "Nabucco."
Tickets $10, $15, $20 available at http://unitarianconcert10.eventbrite.com
and at the door.
Visit the company at http://www.centercityoperacompany.com.

Lori Powell Gordon,
Writer and Humorist

10

John deCausemaker,
Tenor

Kristin Morant,
Coloratura

www.facebook.com/WBUUC

Don Moyer,
Bass/Baritone,
Producer

Judith Melander
Contralto

www.whitebearunitarian.org
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10:10 Youth Choir
10:10 Sitting Meditation

Victoria Safford

Services and RE at 9 & 11

All Alone Together

27

with nursery and childcare

Annual Meeting at 10:15 a.m.

28

5:30 AMICUS Training
Name, Hand, and Heart
6:30 Nominations and
Victoria Safford Leadership

20

One Service Only at 9:00

10:10 Youth Choir
10:10 Sitting Meditation
No Writer’s Group
No Second Sunday Potluck Supper
21

12:00 Second Monday
7:00 Women’s Book Club
7:00 Global Climate Cmtt

Now and Then

Victoria Safford

14

7

Monday

13 Services and RE at 9 & 11

Dragged into Heaven Kicking and
Screaming
Guest Minister: the Rev.
Mark Morrison-Reed
10:10 Youth Choir
10:10 Sitting Meditation
10:15 Conversations Squared
(Marriage Amendment)
RE Sundae Sunday
12:30 Welcome to Our Church
12:30 Wellspring Info. Session

Services and RE at 9 & 11

May ‘12

May 2012
6:00 Choir
6:30 Supper
6:45 Boston Bound Mtg

7:00 Men’s Group

7:00 Executive Cmtt

29

22

7:00 Shamanic
Drumming

12:00 Men’s Group
(note time change)

15

6:00 Building and Ops

6:30 HIRE MN
Planning Meeting

7:00 Religious
Growth and
Learning Cmtt

10

3

Thursday

6:00 Choir
6:30 Supper
Info. Session: Conversations
with Friends—MN Detained
Immigrants Visitor Project

30

23
6:00 Choir
6:00 Development Cmtt
6:30 Supper
7:00 Financial Oversight
7:30 Belonging and
Community
7:30 Worship Cmtt
7:30 UU Voices

31

24

16
17
9:30 Pastoral Care
6:00 Choir
6:00 Boston Bound Mtg
6:30 Supper
7:15 Green Sanctuary
7:30 Global Climate Speaker

6:00 Choir
6:30 Supper
6:45 Youth/Adult Cmtt
7:30 Belonging and
Community

9

2

1

8

Wednesday

Tuesday

Closing Youth
Program Potluck

1

25

18

11

Voices from the
Margins
Book Reading
and Signing

7:00 Mark
Morrison-Reed

4

Friday

2

26

7:00 Opera
on a Schtick

19
9:30 Big Band
Rehearsal

9:00 –1:00
Buildng and
Grounds
Work Day

12

9:30- - 2:30
The Perversity of
Diversity
Workshop
with Mark
Morrison-Reed

5

Saturday
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Reverend Mark Morrison-Reed
May 4 - 6th
An outstanding preacher and Unitarian Universalist leader,
Mark is the author of many books, including his memoir, In
Between: Memoirs of an Integration Baby, and Darkening
the Doorways, on the experience of people of color in UU
congregations.
Join us to imagine together our multi-cultural future.
FRIDAY, May 4 at 7:00 p.m. Reading/Book-signing with
Mark’s latest volume, Voices from the Margins
SATURDAY, May 5 at 9:30 a.m.
“The Perversity of Diversity” workshop open to all
SUNDAY, May 6 at 9 and 11 a.m.
“Dragged into Heaven Kicking and Screaming”
Lunch and childcare provided; please sign up in the Atrium or email Victoria
(vsafford@whitebearunitarian.org) so we’ll know to expect you.

WHITE BEAR UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
June 2012

June 3

Vol. LVIII, No. 6

9 a.m. Wellspring Journeys: Diving Deep
David Schwartz, Director of Small Group Ministries
 Music from the Choir, directed by Thaxter Cunio, with Carol Caouette, piano
 Coffee and Conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall
 No RE classes: childcare and nursery care available

11 a.m.

Faith Stories: A Celebration of Religious Education

 Music from the Northern Lights Youth Choir
 No RE classes—Multigenerational Service
 Becoming a Member of White Bear UU Church – see inside!

June 10

Instructions in Heresy

Victoria Safford

 Music from the Choir, directed by Thaxter Cunio, with Carol Caouette, piano
 Coffee and Conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall
 Flower Communion
We close the regular church year with the FLOWER COMMUNION - Come celebrate
this Unitarian Universalist tradition by bringing flowers to share in our common
bouquet - a stem from your garden or from the store, showy weeds from the roadside,
anything in bloom!
 Celebration of New Members
We’ll recognize the newest members of our congregation - please join us!
 At 10:00 am, join us between the services for a farewell celebration for Doug
Federhart, who will be leaving us in July to pursue his calling to ministry in the
United Church of Christ.

Summer Sundays Begin!
Join us at 9:30 am for one service only with programs for children (pre-K through 6th grade) concurrent.

June 17

A Pivotal Moment

Laura Smidzik. preaching, with music from David Heath

Some people call this the "Minnesota marriage moment." Unitarian Universalists and a broad group of people of faith
began organizing the day the anti-marriage amendment was put on the ballot. We can make history by taking a stand
against using our constitution to define what loving relationships can have legal recognition. The summer is ripe with
opportunities to show up, speak up and engage in building a beloved community where all are welcome.

June 24

A God as Big As Lake Superior
David Kraemer, preaching, with music from Tim Cheesebrow

Seminarian, kayaker and erstwhile journalist David Kraemer shares a humanistic, naturalistic view of theology as it
has developed over his time at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities. The imagery for this service was built,
in part, on his experience on the lake.

Living the Questions
Live the questions...love the questions.

Theme for June: Freedom—the practice of choosing
Questions for contemplation and conversation
on your own, around the dinner table, in your journal, with each other

1. What sets you free? What enslaves you?
2. What have you been freed from?
3. Will there always be people that are freer than others?
4. “Heresy” is derived from the Greek word for “choice” What are the heresies that
shape your life?
5. What are the things that you are not free to choose? Has the horizon of choice
gotten smaller or larger over time?
Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not for
themselves. Abraham Lincoln
Do we not find freedom along the guiding lines of
discipline? Yehudi Menuhin
Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where
there is no path and leave a trail.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Freedom is not given to us by anyone; we have to
cultivate it ourselves. It is a daily practice.
Thich Nhat Hanh
Between stimulus and response there is a space. In that
space is the power to choose our response. In our
response lies our growth and our freedom.
Viktor Frankl

See the website for readings and resources—click here: Living the Questions.

Among Ourselves
Toni Delacorte is recovering at home from surgery in April on her back; Bonnie Koziol is healing from hand
surgery in May. Annearle Klein is caring for her father who had surgery in Iowa, and her father’s partner,
recovering from a broken foot. Our hearts go out in sympathy to the friends and family of Andi Guy, who died
in May. We welcome with gladness Ruth James Coulter, born May 9 to Sara and James Coulter!
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From the President

Klay Eckles

I’m happy to report that WBUUC is strong, solvent, and increasingly influential
in the greater world. This year has been a year of growth in membership and in
wisdom. We saw 76 new members sign our membership book…and we are
coming to understand the difference we can make in the greater world as a church
of this size. In an effort to define how the Board could make a positive and
measurable difference in our church, the Board placed six goals before it for the
2012 church year. Let me share these goals and how we did.
1. Promote radical hospitality and a culture of service.
 We re-invigorated the Belonging and Community committees. Changing
some of the committee structures to better represent their functions.
 Also we continued to consciously have Board Members as Welcomers each
Sunday to demonstrate the culture of service, put a face on the Board, and
even add some fun.

Board
Klay Eckles, President
Gloria Ferguson, Vice President
Sara Wolff, Secretary
Phil Williams, Treasurer
Dick Haskett, Past President
Mara Coyle
Nancy Ver Steegh
Dale Anderson
Ron Ofstead
Jocelyn Stein
Maggie Dalton, Youth Rep
Victoria Safford, Minister

2. Convey appreciation to committee leaders, encourage the involvement of members and friends, and support
succession planning for key roles.
 The Board has focused on setting policy and governance, then letting the committees do their work.

 We are working to structure the committees to take the pressure off the lone chair, and spread the experience and
wisdom.
3. Identify and evaluate potential outreach efforts and promote WBUUC as a spiritual home and a force for good in the
greater community.
 This is abundantly evident in many of the great programs we have seen this year—all driven by you.










Project home—providing a safe and welcoming place to spend the night for dozens of families
Hosting the Prairie Star Conference—a new standard of excellence.
Ongoing and increasing leadership on opposing the Marriage Amendment.
New Orleans Service trip
Wellspring and Sharing Circles with over 120 participants
Outreach with our music events (thank you Jerry Yanz and company)
Outreach with our potential budding satellite congregation via video link
THE GREEN SANCTUARY team completed a very lengthy application for status as a “Green Sanctuary
Congregation” and now is working with the UUA to get official status.

4. Cast a vision to inspire and guide the work of all financial development teams.
 The Endowment Committee was reestablished; they are exploring options for assisting members who wish to
make a significant and lasting positive impact on the church thru specific gifts or estate planning.
 Service Auction engaged technology to aid in success. And it was a great success this year…well over $20,000
raised.
 The Concert Series! It provided great outreach, and also yielded financially important revenues to the church.

 Another team captured our hearts with their industry, humor and dedication and brought us to another financial
goal. Thank you Pledge Team.
President’s column continued on page 6
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DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Janet Hanson

Freedom – the Practice of Choosing
How do you talk to your children about freedom? We have so many historical stories about freedom, and
stories are an excellent way to present a concept to children. Take your children to our Seder – it presents an
interactive story that is all about freedom. Here at church we use a curriculum for mid-elementary children
about the civil rights movement in our country – one that tells the story of the struggle of civil rights and the
on-going work involved there. Mark Morrison-Reed’s recent visit has put anti-oppression work before us in
an important way. Our youth use a curriculum, Making Allies, Making Friends, which deals with the subject
of freedom and our teens have a long involvement with Peace Jam – highlighting the struggle for freedom in
many parts of the world. Our current Standing on the Side of Love initiative gives every family the
opportunity to talk about that freedom and our General Assembly for the Unitarian Universalist Association
focus this year on immigration is another opportunity for thought and discussion. The importance of freedom
and the many ways we work to insure it are with us every day in many ways.
Registration time!
We need to know who to expect for our summer program for children – so if you have not yet registered for
summer Sundays please do so now. The form is on line and can be accessed through our web site. Summer
Sundays have just one service at 9:30 and we want to be ready to greet your children and make sure they enjoy
our summer program.
Fall registration is just as important as we contemplate our groups and recruit our teachers. We ask families to
register each year – it keeps our information current by recording changes in your family, and is absolutely
critical to our plans regarding numbers of classes and teachers. Don’t delay – register for fall today!
June Happenings!
June 3rd will be another two service Sunday. At 9:00 we offer nursery and childcare for those wishing to
attend this service. At 11am we will have our yearly celebration of our program for children and youth. This
will be the final performance of the year for our youth choir, and we
This publication is the property of White
will recognize our 9-11 scholarship recipient, and our graduating
Bear Unitarian Universalist Church. Its
seniors as well as other passages. We also like to do some special
purpose is to inform members and friends
and facilitate fellowship. Ideas expressed
recognition of our teachers. On June 10th we will have our resident
herein are not necessarily endorsed by the
naturalist, Paul Smithson at each service with a special visitor from
Board or congregation.
the Warner Nature Center- don’t miss your chance to learn all about
Copy that is consistent with the mission of
the raptor he will bring.
the church is welcome from members and
friends and will be published according to
the newsletter policy.
Send submissions to:

salmon@whitebearunitarian.org
or leave them in the office. Please
provide your name and phone number.
Next Deadline:

9am
11am

June 10
June 17

9am
11am
9:30am

June 24

9:30am

June 15

Editor/Layout: Carol-Linnea Salmon
Distribution:
Janet Kortuem, Mary
Kurth, Ginger Sykes
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DIRECTOR OF YOUTH PROGRAMS

Jill Schwendeman

The Boston Bound Youth had a wonderful trip! See pictures and
notes on the blog at bostonboundtrip2012.blogspot.com. Here’s one of Eli.
June Theme: Freedom -- The Practice of Choosing Boston’s
Freedom Trail, made of red bricks and paint, marks historical sites. Over
and over as our youth and advisors walked it in May, we were reminded of
the key role UU ancestors and ideas played in the revolution. With
freedom as both philosophy and goal, we can be part of today’s struggles:
GLTBQ rights, poverty, immigration, and others. What freedoms do you
and your family enjoy? Which are restricted for you? How is freedom
spiritual in nature? What choices are you making about freedom?
UU Youth Leadership School Want to become a leader in the UU
faith community? Youth ages 14-18: Hone your skills in leadership,
worship, and religious values/heritage in Beloit July 15th-21st. See
mwls.org/youth.
Justice General Assembly Registration is still open for the UUA
General Assembly in Phoenix June 20-24th. Learn more at
http://www.uua.org/ga/2012/index.shtml.
Urban Justice Camp The Unity Center for Youth Leadership, affiliated with First Universalist in
Minneapolis, seeks youth 15-18 “who have a passion for justice and want to turn that passion into change.”
This summer: Urban Justice Camp July 9th-12th. Find information at unityleadership.org.
Mugs and Bracelets There are a few youth program mugs and friendship bracelets for Boston Bound,
and several hand knit hats including a matching set for a mom and newborn. We also have Bands for Arms
bracelets made from retired military uniforms, purchased in support of military service members and
families. To purchase any of these items, stop by the youth program office.
JUNE YOUTH EVENTS
Friday, June 1st Potluck for Youth and Families, 6:30-8:00 rain or shine. E-mail
youth@whitebearunitarian.org with the number coming and what food item you will contribute.
Sunday, June 3rd Religious Education Sunday. Coming of Age will meet at 9:00 for their last meeting,
and both sections of grades 7-8 (9:00 and 11:00) meet at 9:00 for a closing celebration. No RE at 11:00.
Please attend worship at 11:00. We will recognize: 7th graders entering the youth program; 9th graders
entering the senior high group; Coming of Age youth; graduates; and 9/11 award recipient/s.
Wednesday, June 6th Boston Bound Meeting, 6:45. Bring your mementos and a thumb drive with your
photos for the video Paul Molina is making. We will have donuts and reminisce about the trip.
Sunday, June 10th Games Day at 9:00 and 11:00. No classes/groups meet. Youth in grades 7-12:
Come to the courtyard room to play games (usually Apples to Apples or Spoons) and have rootbeer floats.

www.whitebearunitarian.org
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President’s Column cont’d from page 3
5. Continue the drive for successful and appreciated staff.
 We investigated the compensation packages in other UU churches our size, to see where we need to be so we are
competitive and fair to our staff; and we have made some adjustments to that end, and will continue to do so
 Our Search committee did an outstanding job putting together a search that ensured we get THE best new assistant
minister!
6. Continue evolution of policy-based governance.
 We now have a Committee Charter for almost every committee, which contains a mission statement along with
defined goals for each committee.

I want to conclude the president’s report by saying that the Board and the Staff can not do the bulk of the work
of this church. It is done by you. And so I ask that you continue to give yourself to the church. I took a big
daunting step to hold this position…I’ve been paid back 10 fold in friends, and personal growth. Thank you for
putting your faith in me. Thank you for trusting your Board with this sacred, precious thing we call WBUUC.
We are a force for good in so many ways…and we just keep getting better.

WBUUC Seeks New Tenant
At the beginning of June, WBUUC will say goodbye to Woodland Montessori School, which has been our
tenant for many years at the end of the RE wing. We have had a school here for almost as long as the RE wing
has existed, and we will begin to look for a new renter. While our budget relies mostly on pledges, rental
income is also a significant component of our budget. In addition, we are committed to opening our space to
the wider community. With so much beautiful and functional space in our church, we want these classrooms
to be in use more than once or twice a week. Our new tenant might be a school again, or it could be an
agency, an individual looking for office space, etc. We are very open to options. Please contact Anna Gehres,
Operations Administrator, in the church office if you know someone who might be interested in renting
(office@whitebearunitarian.org, 651-426-2369). In addition, at some point we might form a small group to
work together in the search. Please let Anna know if you are interested in participating in such a group.

Staying Connected
Change your email address or phone number? Please contact the office so we can update your information
in our database!
Do you receive our weekly electronic newsletter? If not, you can opt-in via the website, or send an email
to office@whitebearunitarian.org.
Friend us on Facebook!
http://www.facebook.com/WBUUC

http://www.facebook.com/WBUUC.Young.Adults
Pick up the Sunday Announcement pages or read them online at www.whitebearunitarian.org.
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Staffing Transitions
With love and gratitude, we bid farewell this summer to two familiar faces: In June, David Schwartz
completes his part-time appointment with us as Director of Small Group Ministries. David and his wife, Teri,
are seeking a co-ministry in a Unitarian Universalist setting. Doug Federhart, our Director of Congregational
Life since 2005, will complete his work here in July as he pursues new ministry in the United Church of Christ,
the tradition into which he was ordained last year. In his seven years with us, Doug has welcomed new
members, companioned leadership teams in the areas of hospitality, membership, and nominations, managed
production of our photo directories, and anchored our Wednesday night dinners. Doug helped design our
Welcome Center and has brought a deeply welcoming presence to that space on Sunday mornings, and to all
our spaces all week long. He’s brought us unexpected gifts of music, laughter, beautiful recipes, and bottles
from the bottle dump; he’s introduced us to Mrs. Cowbeach and other significant ecclesiastical figures. He’s
brought to his work here a large and generous heart. We’ll honor Doug with cake and celebration at Coffee
Hour on June 10 - please come!

News From the Assistant Minister Search Committee
You may notice some building changes underway at WBUUC. The Parker Room next to Victoria’s office is
being converted into two more offices, one for Luke Stevens-Royer, our new Assistant Minister, and one to be
used by future interns at WBUUC. The addition of these offices will provide the necessary spaces to help our
growing congregation’s needs. The potential to divide this room into offices was part of the expansion design.
As we all prepare to welcome Luke to WBUUC in August, we wanted to reiterate what his role at our church
will be. Two key focuses of the Assistant Minister position are Membership and Small Group Ministry, including Lifespan Spiritual Development and Wellspring. In addition, Luke will assist Victoria in ministry, worship
and church celebrations. Other aspects of his position may include pastoral care and/or social justice activities.
And, since this is a new position, it will be very exciting to see Luke bring his talents to the position and help
to further define his role at WBUUC!
And a special thanks…
We are concluding our duties as your Assistant Minister Search Committee this month, but wanted to deeply
thank all of you for entrusting us with this very important task and for your assistance on our journey. We are
sincerely grateful.
John Kirwin – Chair, Kathy Sedro, Dick Rogers, Erin Scott, Tim Nelson, Victoria Safford

June 2012
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Music Notes from Thaxter Cunio,

Director of Music

Today, like every other day, we wake up empty
and frightened. Don't open the door to the study
and begin reading. Take down a musical instrument.
Let the beauty we love be what we do.
There are hundreds of ways to kneel and kiss the ground.
Rumi (Persian poet 1207-1273)

We love what we do and there were hundreds of
musical expressions of it this past church year. Let's
hear it for music!
Our choir supplied great choral works for 18
Sundays plus December 24 services.
Wonderful staff pianists, Carol Caouette and Mary
Duncan, accompanying us and collaborating with
our guest and featured musicians.
Guest musicians – Barley Jacks, Leslie Ball,
Christine Killian, Russell Packard's Crossing
Borders, Devin Jones, Hannah Sacred Ensemble
Featured Musicians – Sara Wolff, Madison Van
Ostrand, Julia Ryan-Holch, David Heath, Tim
Cheesebrow, Lisa Borg, Maia Dedrick, Roxy Cruz,
Nicole Warner, Margaret Humphrey, Nanc
MacLeslie, WBUUC Vocal Ensemble, Polly
Meyerding Dedrick, Dick Rogers, Mary Duncan,
Carol Caouette and Jill Schwendeman
Two “U.U’s Got Talent” shows featuring 15
different entertainment groups /
individuals. Several were heard for the first time.
Gathered Here CD Release & Concert, Saturday,
March 24th. The CD features: Betty Jo Perlich, Lisa
Borg, Mark Kotz, Mary Duncan, Julia Ryan-Holch,
Tim Cheesebrow, Men in Black, Murray Olyphant,
Skyler and Soren Heise Schwendeman, Carol
Caouette, Joe and Roxy Cruz, Ann and Bill
Bushnell, Steve Goranson, David Heath, Peter
Mayer, Russell Dedrick and Polly MeyerdingDedrick, Nanc MacLeslie

gatheredhere
a WBUUC compilation CD
This 16‐track CD features music by
current and past members of WBUUC.
Performers range in age from 13 to
80+. The CD features professional and
avocational
musicians
alike,
including our own Peter Mayer!
Musical genres range from bluegrass
to classical to jazz to doo‐wop/pop!
Send a check for $18 with
your mailing address to:
White Bear UU Church
328 Maple Street
Mahtomedi, MN 55115
Please make checks to WBUUC
with CD in the memo line.
Watch for online sales this summer!

Sincere thanks to ALL musicians!
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An Invitation to Wellspring 2012—13
Over this last year, a small group has piloted a program called Wellspring – an intensive program of spiritual
deepening for UUs. Wellspring has some similarities with Sharing Circles but differs in its intensity. It begins
with a day-long retreat in September, followed by two-hour meetings scheduled two or three times a month
from September through May. Participants plan on time for daily spiritual practice, a monthly meeting with a
spiritual director, and time for reading the assignments and reflecting on them (approximately 4-6 hours per
month).
Wellspring is centered on five core components: spiritual practice – commitment to regular, intentional
practice; spiritual direction – self-reflection with a guide; Unitarian Universalist history and theology –
reading, listening, reflecting; small group – participation in a community of seekers; and faith in action – living
what we are called to do in the world.
Wellspring is different because of the time required and the commitment to a daily spiritual practice. It focuses
on understanding the roots of our faith and the transformations in Unitarian Universalist thought, as well as our
own beliefs. The readings cover a multitude of topics including history, transcendentalism, process theology,
humanism, and the crises of life. Together we learn, listen, practice, and speak about how our faith sustains us
and what it calls us to do in the world.
In the 2012-2013 church year, the Wellspring program will expand to several circles. If it’s a fit for you and
you are ready to take on the commitment requires, you are invited to join! If you are interested in learning
more, please contact David Schwartz, Director of Small Group Ministry, at
dschwartz@whitebearunitarian.org.

Sharing Circles Registration for 2012—13
Amidst the blizzard of the world – of too much work and too little time, too many
things and too little depth – Sharing Circles are a place to authentically and fully
connect with each other. It is a place to tell your whole story, to witness the stories
of others, and to live into the questions of our faith together. It is a place to be
present and engaged with whole heart and mind and self; to practice deep
listening; to be who you really are.

Circles meet the
First Week of the Month

These small groups of 8-10 adults, along with a trained facilitator, gather once a
month October-June to reflect through conversation and deep listening how the
month’s theme touches their own lives. Shared readings, quotes, poetry and
questions focus the conversation. Sharing Circles aren’t self-help groups – they
are a place where we can arrive without mask or veil, to share authentically who
we are and who we are called to be.

Tuesday 10-Noon
Tuesday 7-9pm

Participants this year have said that the Sharing Circles are a powerful experience:
a place in this growing church to get to know others deeply; a space to reflect and
speak from your heart; a place to be companioned as we live the questions.

Sunday 12:30-2:30pm
Monday 10-Noon
Monday 7-9pm

Wednesday 4-6pm
Wednesday 7-9pm
(childcare for gradeschool kids is available
for this time)
Thursday 7-9pm

Sign up at the table in the Atrium or on the website!
June 2012
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Standing on the Side of Love
For more information, go to WBUUC home page, click on Standing on Side of Love icon, then MATF.
Or contact Jane Bacon (JaneGBacon@msn.com)

Northern Washington County Votes NO!

Minnesotans United Launch Party at WBUUC
Sunday, June 10th

2:00—4:30 p.m.

Learn what it will take for MN to vote NO in November. Speakers & community
break-outs. Snacks and socializing. Child care available.
Minnesotans United for All Families is the umbrella organization for the campaign to defeat the marriage amendment. To
contribute funds or to volunteer directly with them, go to www.mnunited.org.

Pride Parade, Sunday, June 24th in Mpls. Each year WBUUC members march in
the Twin Cities Pride Parade to support the LGBT community. Wear your Standing on the
Side of Love t-shirt to show your support for efforts to DEFEAT the marriage amendment.
Please sign up (in Social Hall), or contact Jenny Raymond (jr108055@gmail.com) so we
can arrange carpools and make sure you know where to gather at the parade site. SSL tshirts for sale in Social Hall, or contact Jane Bacon (JaneGBacon@msn.com).

Green Sanctuary Program
In early April, WBUUC's application for candidacy into the Green Sanctuary Program was
accepted! Thanks to all who helped in offering ideas for projects, to those leading projects and
all those future helping hands that will make our plan a reality. Watch for more information!

Second Monday Group
The 2nd Monday Group will meet in June to discuss The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, the story of a
woman whose DNA became the base for an important medical treatment of an illness that had previously
eluded cures. Read it (we’ll have excerpts available in the Social Hall) and join us for enjoyable conversation.

Men’s Programming
Fall Retreat: Please visit our table in the Social Hall on Sundays, June 10th and 17th for the latest on the
planning for the fall retreat.

Men's Groups:
Open to all interested men, no signup required, new members always welcome. Questions? Steve Kahn at
stevekahn@comcast.net or Doug Federhart at dfederhart@whitebearunitarian.org.
Tuesday, June 12, 7:00 p.m. (Courtyard Room)
Tuesday, June 19, 12:00 noon (Courtyard Room)
10
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Services and RE at 9 & 11

9 a.m. Wellspring Journeys
David Schwartz

3

June ‘12

June 2012
11

4

Monday

10:00 Farewell Celebration for
Doug Federhart

Flower Communion
New Member Welcome

www.whitebearunitarian.org

One Service Only at 9:30

Pride Parade

A God as Big As Lake Superior
David Kraemer

24

2:00 Minnesotans United Launch
Party to Defeat the Marriage
Amendment in Washington County

Laura Smidzik

One Service Only at 9:30

A Pivotal Moment

17

10:10 Sitting Meditation

25

7:00 Big Band Rehearsal

18

Instructions in Heresy
12:00 Second Monday
Victoria Safford 7:00 Women’s Book Club

10 Services and RE at 9 & 11

10:10 Sitting Meditation
10:15 Conversations Squared
(Marriage Amendment)
12:30 Welcome to Our Church

11 a.m. Faith Stories: Celebration
of Religious Education

www.facebook.com/WBUUC
6:00 Deve;opment

26

7:00 Shamanic
Drumming

12:00 Men’s Group

19

6:00 Building and Ops
7:00 Men’s Group

12

5

Tuesday

27

9:30 Pastoral Care
7:00 Financial Oversight

20

13

28

21

14

7

6
6:00 Choir
No Supper
6:45 Boston Bound Mtg
7:00 Board Meeting

Thursday

Wednesday

29

22

15

8

30

23

16

9

2

1
6:00
Youth Potluck

Saturday

Friday
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Upcoming Sundays
Sunday, June 10 at 9 and 11
Instructions in Heresy Victoria Safford preaching, with music from the Choir
Flower Communion
We close the regular church year with the FLOWER COMMUNION - Come celebrate this Unitarian
Universalist tradition by bringing flowers to share in our common bouquet - a stem from your
garden or from the store, showy weeds from the roadside, anything in bloom!
Celebration of New Members
We’ll recognize the newest members of our congregation - please join us!

At 10:00 am, join us for a farewell celebration for Doug Federhart, who will be leaving us in July to
pursue his calling to ministry in the United Church of Christ.

Sunday, June 17 Summer Schedule Begins!
One service at 9:30 with programs for children (pre-K through 6th grade) concurrent.

A Pivotal Moment

Laura Smidzik. preaching, with music from David Heath

White Bear Unitarian Universalist Church
SUMMER SERVICES 2012 at 9:30 a.m.
We revert to a more summery pace, with one Sunday service led by members and guest speakers.
Programming is available for babies and children through grade 6. Please register online at
www.whitebearunitarian.org.

June 17

A Pivotal Moment

Laura Smidzik

Music from David Heath
Some people call this the "Minnesota marriage moment." Unitarian Universalists and a broad group of people of faith
began organizing the day the anti-marriage amendment was put on the ballot. We can make history by taking a stand
against using our constitution to define which loving relationships can have legal recognition. The summer is ripe with
opportunities to show up, speak up and engage in building a beloved community where all are welcome. Laura Smidzik
just completed her second year as a student at United Theological Seminary and will be the ministerial intern at First
Universalist Church in Minneapolis next year

June 24

A God as Big as Lake Superior

David Kraemer

Music from Tim Cheesebrow
Seminarian, kayaker and erstwhile journalist David Kraemer shares a humanistic, naturalistic view of theology as it has
developed over his time at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities. The imagery for this service was built, in
part, on his experience on the lake.

July 1

A Soldier Among Us

Alec Timmerman

Music from Joe and Roxy Cruz
How do the values of a soldier fit the UU principles, and how do the UU principles guide a soldier’s heart? Alec
Timmerman is a member of WBUUC who served in Iraq from 2004-05.

July 8

A Deeper Hope

Rev. Kristin Maier

Music from Maple Street Ramblers
As humans, we have many hopes for ourselves and those we care about. Sometimes the things we may wish for are
precarious or even impossible. In such times, is there a different, deeper kind of hope we might choose? Rev. Kristin
Maier is Minister of the UU Fellowship of Northfield and a former ministerial intern at WBUUC.

July 15

Choosing Our Stories

Jim Foti

Music from Doug Federhart and Stuart Holland
Throughout the narrative of our lives, we are told stories about the universe and ourselves. How do we decide which
stories to believe? Jim Foti is a ministerial intern at Unity Church-Unitarian in St. Paul and a master of divinity student
at Meadville Lombard Theological School in Chicago.

July 22

Remembering Reverence

Rev. Karen Hering

Music from Dan Zeddies
Twentieth century humanitarian Albert Schweitzer described the cornerstone of his ethical system with the phrase,
“Reverence for Life” which he said calls us into spiritual relationship with the universe. What might “Reverence for Life”
mean today and how can we awaken it and accept its invitation into more connected and reverent living? Rev. Karen
Hering is Consulting Literary Minister at Unity Church Unitarian and a member of WBUUC.

July 29

People, Inc.

Jill West

Music from Mary Duncan
People Incorporated Mental Health Services is a Twin Cities-based nonprofit with a mission of promoting and securing
independence for people with mental illness by providing help to avoid hospitalization and institutionalization and live
hopeful, meaningful lives in the community. Jill West is the COO of People, Inc.

August 5

A Structure Made of Choices

Rev. Kelli Clement

Music from Ann Zimmerman
We choose thousands of times a day, from what to wear, eat, do, to whom to see, avoid, embrace, to when to rise, bathe,
sleep. Who knows better than we what choices we ought make about the small and the large decisions in our lives? These
choices add up to the structure of our lives. In this sermon, we will explore what it means to be moral decision makers,
the ability to choose love and compassion over fear and cynicism, and why I say I am pro-choice because of my faith, and
not in spite of it. Rev. Kelli Clement is the Board Co-Chair of the Minnesota Religious Coalition for Reproductive
Choice and a former ministerial intern at WBUUC.

August 12

Hymn Sing

An Old-Fashioned Camp Meeting Hymn Sing! Join us on the front lawn for a morning of readings and a cappella singing
led by Carol Caouette and friends. Bring a blanket or lawn chair.

August 19

Silence

Berit Engstrom

Music from The Hacklewrappers
Exploring what silence allows us to feel and imagine, as individuals, and as a culture. At the same time, evaluating how
silence holds back the voices and imagination of certain individuals and cultures from being heard. Berit Engstrom is a
member of WBUUC. A recent college graduate, her studies focused on immigration issues and migrant rights. This
summer, she will lead a 45-day canoe trip in Nunavut Canada with six young women.

August 26

Thank You, Summer Days

Luke Stevens-Royer

Music from Polly Meyerding-Dedrick and Russell Dedrick
As the summer winds fade, the dog days lighten their load, we bid farewell to that summer pace, grateful for what it
teaches us. And we begin to prepare; to prepare for the coming energy of the fall, the coming excitement of programs and
activities. How might we continue the threads of summer pace in our heart so that we might find balance for the coming
church-year flurry? Luke Stevens-Royer is the new Assistant Minister at WBUUC.

September 2

Listening for Our Life’s Work

Julie Neraas

Music from Ellis
Now a days, we don't listen to discern our life's work just once, when we're young, we must listen again and again across
the life span for where to spend our creative energies and how to meet financial necessity. Julie Neraas is an Associate
Professor in a graduate program at Hamline University, where she has taught since 1991. An ordained Presbyterian
clergywoman, she is a spiritual director, frequent speaker and retreat leader.

____________________________________________________
Sunday, September 9, 2012
SUNDAY SERVICES AND RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

White Bear Unitarian Universalist Church
September 2012
Sunday Services and Religious Education classes at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Coffee and Conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall
——————————————————————————————

September 9

Roots Hold Us Close
Music from the Adult Choir, directed by Thaxter Cunio with Carol Caouette, piano


Special Collection to support Project Home

Water Communion
Our fall cycle begins with this celebration of the living earth. Please bring a small amount of water from

your
summer travels, a wild source nearby, or from your kitchen faucet.


September 13

Sacred Space and Ordinary Time
Music from special guest Timothy Frantzich and pianist Mary Duncan


Dedication of our 2012-13 Religious Education teachers



At 11:00 a.m.: Ceremony of Dedication for the Coulter family

September 23

Lay Down Your Sack of Grievances
Music from the Adult Choir, directed by Thaxter Cunio with Carol Caouette, piano


September 30

At 11:00 a.m: Ceremony of Dedication for the Nupen family

The Reverend Luke Stevens-Royer, Assistant Minister, preaching!
Music from Carol Caouette, Julia Ryan-Holch and David Heath

October 7

Good and Evil
Music from the Adult Choir, directed by Thaxter Cunio with Carol Caouette, piano


First Sunday Welcome: Orientation for newcomers — see inside!
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
4:00 p.m. in the courtyard
All creatures great and small are welcome as we celebrate the lives
we share with non-human companions.

Readers and wranglers are needed! Contact Victoria vsafford@whitebearunitarian.org

Living the Questions
Have patience with everything unresolved in your heart and to try to love the questions themselves as if they
were locked rooms or books written in a very foreign language… Go into yourself and see how deep the place
is from which your life flows.
- from Rainer Maria Rilke, Letters to a Young Poet
As Unitarian Universalists, we have chosen a free faith that calls us to grow our souls and serve the world, and
to do this in community. Over the course of the coming year, in the words and music of Sunday services, in
small groups and discussion circles, and in personal reflection and practice, we will engage together a series of
spiritual themes and theological concepts – one each month through the cycle of the year.
Themes for 2012-2013
September

RENEWAL: the practice of returning

October

GOOD AND EVIL: the practice of discernment

November

FAITH AND DOUBT: the practice of knowing without knowing

December

WONDER: the practice of staying awake

January

JUSTICE: the practice of creating the common good

February

WEALTH: the practice of discovering abundance

March

HOME: the practice of being here now

April

RESISTANCE: the practice of fortitude

May

TRANSFORMATION: the practice of embracing evolution

June

JOY: the practice of choosing happiness

Questions for reflection for adults, and recommended resources for children and families, will be offered each
month on the Living the Questions page at www.whitebearunitarian.org/.
Sharing Circles, small study/reflection groups of adults, open to all, will convene each month for discussion of
the themes. Contact Luke Stevens-Royer (lstevens-royer@whitebearunitarian.org/651.426.2369) to join a
group (starting in October), meeting on weekdays in the daytime or evening, or on Sunday afternoons.
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From the President

Gloria Ferguson

It was especially fun last Sunday to be the summer service host. It was the
first time I got to say “our ministers”—meaning two, count ‘em TWO—
ministers would resume regular services in September. As our church has
grown --and continues to grow--we are grateful to all who made it possible
for us to create and fill this much needed position.
Thanks, too, to those whose energies have stayed strong all summer long—
those working to defeat the Constitutional amendment limiting marriage,,
those preparing for Project Home, our worship committee whose planning
gave us wonderful summer services, our development committee, and our
staff. On these projects and so many more, we are fortunate to have many
members and friends, old and new, serving with grace and generosity of
spirit.

Gloria Ferguson, President
Gavin Wilkinson, Vice President
Kathy Sedro, Secretary
Phil Williams, Treasurer
Klay Eckles, Past President
Mara Coyle
Nancy Ver Steegh
Dale Anderson
Ron Ofstead

In the coming church year, we will continue to look at the opportunities and Jane Harper
challenges posed by our growth, location, technology, financial and human
Rachel Castle, Youth Rep
resources, and social environment. Our role as Board members will be to
Victoria Safford, Ex-Officio
guide next steps with clear vision, goals and policies, while entrusting our
larger community with the freedom to creatively and effectively take the
actions needed to move us forward. Together, we carry forward the cherished legacy of our faith as we grow
our souls, open our doors and hearts to the new, and heal our world.
This is the mission of our faith: To teach the fragile art of hospitality;
To revere both the critical mind and the generous heart;
To prove that diversity need not mean divisiveness;
And to witness to all that we must hold the whole world in our hands.—Wm. F. Schulz

Welcome to Our Church
Sunday, October 7 12:30—2:00 p.m.
An informal welcome session for visitors and newcomers offering a brief introduction to Unitarian
Universalism, our congregation and programs. A light lunch and childcare are provided; no registration
|required – all are welcome! A Welcome session is offered the first Sunday of the month.

Walking Together: Membership in White Bear UU Church
Thursdays: November 1,8,15, and 29 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. (skipping Thanksgiving week)
Offered by the Ministers and Belonging and Community Team

A four-part in-depth series offered each fall and spring. For those who are considering membership, or
who’ve recently joined the congregation, or those who want to explore UU history, theology and practice
more deeply, or those who are already members yet interested in a refresher course – all welcome! Register
on line at www.whitebearunitarian.org, or in person at church, or by phone at 651.426.2369.
September 2012
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DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Janet Hanson

September theme: Renewal – the Practice of Returning
Summer can and should be a time of renewal – time for all of us to regain our strength, resolve and get us
ready to begin again – anew. Every fall our children re-enter the school doors and begin again with a new
teacher – sometimes with new classmates. It is a chance to start again – to change some attitudes and
perceptions or reinvigorate a quest, accept a new challenge. Maybe you are starting a sport for the first time or
taking lessons on a new instrument, or continuing with lessons on a familiar one. It is a time for a family
discussion – what will be new this year, or just different? Maybe it is a time to renew your commitment to
one another or to some special family time set aside each day or week. What about your life here at church –
what will you renew, continue or start?
As we start double services again on September 9th we will be welcoming a new nursery coordinator to
WBUUC. Elizabeth Gravley will be in charge of the nursery and we are pleased to welcome her aboard. She
has extensive experience with babies and toddlers and early childhood education classes and training. She
spent last year with Woodland Montessori School as assistant and lead teacher, so she knows our building and
many of our families. We will be expanding nursery hours to provide childcare for some of our Wellspring
groups and Sharing Circles, as well as First Sunday Welcome classes and other special events. Please join me
in a warm welcome for Elizabeth. She will be assisted by our usual teens, Britney Goetz-Smith and Ingrid
Kjeldahl.
There will be a new arrangement of classrooms this year- moving our older elementary aged children to the
end rooms and placing our preschool and kindergarten groups to the end closer to the nursery. 7th and 8th
graders were moved to the garden room next to the kitchen to allow for the conversion of the Theodore Parker
room into offices for our music department and our new Assistant Minister, Luke Stevens-Royer. We have
made every effort to make the end rooms (formerly rented by the Montessori school) into comfortable spaces
for adult meetings. Check out the new arrangements! During September we will be hosting our Project Home
guests in the RE wing – I do hope you have signed up to help with this important project! If the beginning of
September finds you a little behind, or not yet registered - just go online (www.whitebearunitarian.org) and do
it now!
This publication is the property of White Bear
Unitarian Universalist Church. Its purpose is to
inform members and friends and facilitate
fellowship. Ideas expressed herein are not
necessarily endorsed by the Board or
congregation.
Copy that is consistent with the mission of the
church is welcome from members and friends
and will be published according to the newsletter
policy.
Send submissions to:
salmon@whitebearunitarian.org
or leave them in the office. Please provide your
name and phone number.
Next Deadline:
Editor/Layout:
Distribution:
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September
Sept. 9
Sept. 16
Sept. 23
Sept. 30

Opening Sunday — Services at 9 & 11 Intergenerational
(No RE classes for children or youth)
First Sunday of Religious Education classes at 9&11
RE Classes at 9 & 11
Birthday Bag assembly for October birthdays (after each
service in the Social Hall—volunteer helpers needed!)

Coming in October: Watch for more information !
Oct. 3
Oct. 14
Oct. 27

All ages skating party
Social Action Sunday-Birthday Bags for East Metro Place
Halloween Party

Carol-Linnea Salmon
Janet Kortuem, Mary Kurth,
Ginger Sykes
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A
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Youth…
Ways to Find You

See Datess Below.

1. Youth Allly Trainin
ng for Adu
ults:

Wan
nt to be an a
asset to the yyoung people in your life
e? Would
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ou like to be
e a teacher in
n the youth program?
p
Iff you answerr either of th
hese questions with a ye
es, come
to
o Youth Ally Training! Hear the lates
st research on
o the well-b
being of you
uth, considerr your own te
een
ye
ears, practic
ce skills for having
h
a pos
sitive impact young peop
ple, and see how youth m
ministry is practiced
in
n our congregation. Teaccher teams will
w meet at th
he close of th
his meeting. T
To register, w
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yo
outh@whiteb
bearunitarian
n.org.

2. Program Orientations for T
Teens and Parents
Grades 7-8
7
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H
how the youth progra
am works, what’s planned
d for this yea
ar, ways to
stay in the loop, where you a re needed, a
and who our teachers and
d staff are.
Grades 9-12
9
Con
nsider your options
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ng, trips, fun,, worship, & cchallenge.
PeaceJam
Want to worrk for peace a
and meet a N
Nobel laureate? Come le
earn more.
Our Who
ole Lives This one is for
f parents on
nly -- require
ed if you have
e a teen takin
ng OWL.

3
3. Classes and
a Group
ps for You
uth
S
Start Sunday, Septemberr 16th. Regis
ster at whitebearunitaria
an.org for:
G
Grades 7-8:: Neighborring Faiths Speak som
me Hebrew; w
worship at a JJewish synag
gogue. Tourr a Hindu
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mandir; eat a sumptuous Indian meal. Feel awe at the Cathedrral of St. Pau
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ce
eremony. He
ear worship’s
s rhythm at an
a African Me
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h. Learn how
w ritual shape
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Orthodox faith
hs. Spring cu
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aking Allies, Making Frien
nds. Offered
d at 9:00 and 11:00.
G
Grade 9+: Our
O Whole Lives (OWL
L) Award-w
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ality educatio
on. Age-app
propriate info on
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uman develo
opment, relattionships, perrsonal skills, sexual beha
avior, health, culture. Cla
arify values, b
build
skkills, understand spiritual,, emotional, & social aspe
ects of sexua
ality. Include
es games, disscussion, spe
eakers,
viideos, role pllay talks, sna
acks. 9:00 on
nly. Parent orientation
o
re
equired Sept.. 12th. In Sprring: Coming of Age.
G
Grades 9-12
2: Youth Group
G
Check in space with
w peers, takke part in foccused discussion on youthse
elected topic
cs, and plan activities
a
such as the youtth service, O
Offering of Letters, service
e projects, an
nd more.
O
Open to senio
or high youth,, including th
hose in OWL.. 11:00 only..
G
Grades 9-12
2/Younger with
w
Parentt: PeaceJam
m Study thee life and work of a Nobel Peace Prize
e winner,
su
uch as forme
er Costa Rica
an President Oscar Arias,, Desmond T
Tutu, or Jimm
my Carter. Create a proje
ect
prromoting pea
ace. Attend a conference
e where you learn from se
easoned advvocates, conn
nect with Twiin Cities
yo
outh, and pre
esent your prroject to the laureate! Se
elected Wedn
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Sunday 9th
W
Wednesday 12th
Sunday 16th
W
Wednesday 19th
W
Wednesday 26th

SEPTEMBER YOUTH EVENTS
Op
pening worship, 9:00/11::00. Bring w
water from you
ur summer. No classes o
or groups.
Youth Ally Tra
aining, 6:45, followed by T
Team Meetin
e teaching, 8
8:15.
ngs for those
OW
WL Parent Orientation,
O
7:00.
7
Tea
acher Dedic
cation in Worrship - OWL begins at 9:0
00 but Grade
es 7-8 at 9:15
5.
Youth Classes
s and Group
ps. Gr. 7-8: 9
9:00/11:00. O
OWL: 9:00. Youth Group
p: 11:00.
Youth/Adult Co
ommittee Co
onvenes, 6:0
00. All paren
nts and youth
h are invited.
Gra
ade 7-8 Orie
entation for Parents
P
and Youth, 7:00.
Gra
ade 9-12 Oriientation forr Parents and
d Youth, 6:00
0.
PeaceJam Orie
entation for Parents and Youth over dinner in soccial hall, 6:30
0.

Lifespan Spiritual Development
This is just a small sampling of the many, many programs being offered this fall. To see the full list, pick up a
Lifespan Spiritual Direction brochure in the Atrium or find listings and sign-ups online at
www.whitebearunitarian.org under the Lifespan Spiritual Development tab.

Love Letters to the World: Writing effective letters to the editor

Sun. 30 Sept. 12:30-1:30 p.m.

Unitarian Universalism at Home: a four-part series for families
Tues., Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23 6– 8 p.m.
We’ll talk and learn about UU history and a little theology, ritual and contemplation, home-based social justice, and a fourth theme to be chosen by the participants.
Empty Nesting
Wednesday, October 3 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Is there a launch date in your future? Can you see the time, perhaps not so far off, when your children will
leave the nest for college, the military, or their first job? It may be great or it may be stressful but it will definitely be a change! No need to go through it alone.
Love Makes a Family: talking with kids about love, marriage and equality
Offered 3 times:
Mon. 7 Oct at 7 p.m.
Sun. 21 Oct. at 12:30 p.m.
Wed. 24 Oct. at 7 p.m.
These sessions will provide a safe and savvy haven for gay parents and straight parents to share strategies for
speaking with all our kids about our deepest values and beliefs as Unitarian Universalists and as human beings. Childcare provided.
The Heart of Democracy
Wednesdays, October 10, 17, 24 7:15 – 8:45 p.m.
In his book, Healing the Heart of Democracy, Parker Palmer asserts that for democracy to work it must be
"...inhabited by citizens and citizen leaders who know how to hold conflict inwardly in a manner that converts
it into creativity, allowing it to pull them open to new ideas, new action, and each other.” The book is available at our Atrium book table and from local booksellers; copies are available here on loan.
Living with Memory Loss Disease
Thursday, October 11 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Do you live with or participate in the care of someone with a diagnosis of Alzheimer’s or other memory loss
disease? This gathering will be a conversation among caregivers, relatives and friends of those affected by
diminishing memory. Facilitated by Nancy Reichow and Michele Madigan.
The Long Haul of Transformation: Staying balanced in the work for Marriage Equality
Tuesdays, Oct. 30 & Nov. 20 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Offered by: Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer, Assistant Minister
The work of justice, in its many forms, draws from the depths of our souls; our energy and commitment. While at times we may be energetic and eager, there are other times that may be draining and even
damaging. How might we find balance and respite, support and nourishment in the long haul of social transformation? How might we keep the wells of our souls from running dry?
Election Night Vigil
Tuesday, November 6 7:00-8:00 p.m.
An hour of music, poetry, reflection and sharing for “soulful citizens” with much at stake in this year’s highly
-charged election. We’ve worked hard for ballot issues, candidates and cherished principles; now’s the time
to celebrate those efforts, even with the votes not yet all in. We’ll watch the returns together, for as long as
folks wish to stay.
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The Ordination of Luke Stevens-Royer
Luminous Saturday at Our Church

September 22 2:00 p.m.

Saturday, September 22, promises to be a luminous occasion at WBUUC, and your presence will add light.
Our congregation will gather at 2 o’clock for the ordination of Luke Stevens–Royer to the UU ministry and
his installation in our church.
The authority to ordain a person to the Unitarian Universalist ministry resides solely within a congregation.
Candidates prepare rigorously, earning a Masters of Divinity degree from an accredited theological school,
serving as supervised chaplains and congregational interns, studying theology, psychology, world religions,
literature and administration – but ultimately the status of Minister is bestowed by a congregation. This is a
rare honor, and a mighty celebration! Join us as the members of White Bear Unitarian Universalist Church
ordain Luke Stevens-Royer, and formally install him as our first Assistant Minister! A host of UU ministers,
family, and friends who have guided Luke along his journey will join us in worship and celebration. You
won’t want to miss this historic occasion for our congregation.
This day will mark a new chapter in Luke’s religious life. His religious heritage is Methodist and Lutheran,
with his Grandfather being a retired Lutheran Pastor. Luke felt a call to the ministry in 8th grade, pursued
religious studies in college, and while in Seminary found a deep resonance with Unitarian Universalism. He
has followed his calling with gratitude for his heritage and openness to new expressions of his faith. As he
continued his studies in St. Paul, he met Rev. Victoria Safford and visited WBUUC, imagining that someday
he might serve a warm and vibrant church such as ours.
Luke earned his Masters of Divinity from United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities, served as Coordinator of Youth and Campus Ministries at Unity Church – Unitarian in St. Paul, and completed his internship at First Unitarian Society in Minneapolis. He appeared before and received certification from the
Ministerial Fellowship Committee of the Unitarian Universalist Association. This past spring, the WBUUC
search committee selected Luke as their candidate for Assistant Minister. Our congregation has
wholeheartedly welcomed Luke Stevens–Royer to join in the ministry of WBUUC.
Please come and share this joyful, historic time together.

Ongoing Classes and Groups
Many groups meet here regularly, below is a small sampling. For a full list, pick up the Lifespan Spiritual
Development brochure in the Atrium or online at www.whitebearuntarian.org under the Lifespan Spiritual
Development tab.
The Women’s Book Group will hold its fall potluck meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Mon., September 10th to
choose books for this year’s reading list. Please bring finger foods only. More info. on the website or contact
Dana Jackson (danaleep@q.com/651.430.0188).
Men’s Groups meet regularly on Tuesdays. A retreat is being planned for October. See the table in the
Social Hall during September the website for more information.
Shamanic Drumming meets on the third Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. Newcomers always welcome.
A Sunday Morning Sitting Meditation group meets each Sunday at 10:10 in the Quiet Room.

September 2012
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Music Notes from Thaxter Cunio

Director of Music

Oh may I join the choir invisible
Of those immortal dead who live again
In minds made better by their presence.
—George Eliot
Now is the time to lend your voice to the choir visible.
Here are a number of good reasons to consider
joining:
Absolutely no audition required.
Short rehearsal (6:00 to 7:15 p.m.) with dinner
served after.
Incredible variety of music.
Guaranteed seating when the Sanctuary is crowded.
Looks good on your résumé.
All those soprano, alto, tenor and bass jokes will
suddenly make sense.
Our first rehearsal is Wednesday, September 5th at
6:00 p.m. Hope to see you there!

gatheredhere CD Now Available Online!
Gathered Here, a compilation music CD recorded
last year featuring 25 WBUU member musicians is
now available at www.whitebearunitarian.org. Just
click on the Gathered Here CD link on the home
page to purchase via Paypal. You can also view a
slide show and hear music samples of all the performers. The CD is also available for sale on Sundays at the bookstore in the Atrium.

Service Auction — Save the Date!

Fiber Artists Study Group

Don’t miss the best party of the season on Saturday, November 3rd! Please join us for the Service
Auction and help support all we do at WBUUC.
It’s also time to start thinking of what you would
like to donate to the auction. For more information, contact co-chairs Sara Wolff
(sara.enersen.wolff@gmailcom) or Cheryl Riley
(criley@tallgrass-inc.com).

The Fiber Artists Study Group
is a Minneapolis based group
of 12 professional fiber artists.
Their mission is to support and
inspire each other's artistic
growth, create unique and
meaningful work, and generate
awareness of fiber art. The nine
foot long banners on display
were created as a challenge for
an exhibit at the Burnsville
Performing Arts Center.
WBUUC member Doris Petrie
has been in the group for nine
years.

Community Meals: Wednesday Supper
6:30 and 7:15 p.m.
Every Wednesday evening, we gather in the Social
Hall for a community meal, hosted by a rotation of
volunteer teams. Children, adults, and youth are
all welcome at this mid-week supper for friends
and new friends. The main gathering starts at 6:30
p.m.; a second seating follows at 7:15 for those
taking part in choir practice. Do you like to cook
or wash dishes in a friendly, lively kitchen?
Contact Roger Upham (rupham@comcast.net)
8

www.facebook.com/WBUUC

The exhibit will run through
October 14th, with an artist
reception on Sunday,
September 16th at 10:15.

www.whitebearunitarian.org

September 2012

Among Ourselves
We are holding in our hearts this month:
Cheryl Riley whose mother has died; Kathryn Shaw, whose mother has died; Lisa Meyer, whose father has
died; Tom Roycraft, whose father has died; Eric Reiner, whose brother died this summer; April Alfuth and
Kent Bergh and their family - April’s sister Delaine died in July; Beth, Bryan and Ben Markhart - a memorial
service for Bud Markhart was held in July; Jonee Kulman – a memorial for her mother was held in July;
Chuck and Evelyn Pallas - Chuck’s son Gregory died unexpectedly in California, and Chuck is recovering
from heart bypass surgery; Jay Hardy, who was ill this summer; Marlo Schmidt, who mother suffered a stroke
in July; Dick Grant, recovering from rotator cuff surgery.
If there are names of loved ones you would like us to include here, or names to include in the Meditation in
Sunday services, please send them to Victoria: vsafford@whitebearunitarian.org.
Our Pastoral Care team consists of trained volunteers who will visit in hospital, care center, or at home; offer
rides to appointments; companion members and friends going through a rough time over coffee or tea; provide
support through loss, crisis, loneliness, or difficult transition; and mostly, simply listen and be present. To
arrange a meeting (in person, by phone or by email) contact Kathleen Keating (kathleenkeating@comcast.net)
or Nancy Reichow (reichow9@mac.com).
You can help with this ministry! Contact Nancy or Kathleen, above, to learn about simple ways to volunteer
as a “helping hand.” Currently, we are seeking volunteers to visit with older members in their homes. Because
driving is difficult, a number of our elders can’t come on Sunday mornings, but they are eager for lively
conversation about ethics, religion, current affairs, and for companionship from their church community: the

Gathered Here
Sunday, September 23, 1:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Gathered Here is a joint initiative of the UUA Board of Trustees and the UUA Administration in which
Unitarian Universalists are invited to discover common aspirations and unleash the power of our faith.
The process is a structured interview and one session will be hosted at WBUUC on Sunday, September 23rd.
About 40 people are expected to attend each session, which will be open to UUA from across the Twin Cities.
Our input will help to shape a collective vision for the UUA and help professional and lay leaders shape the
future of Unitarian Universalism. More details are available on the UUA website at http://www.uua.org/vision/
gathered/index.shtml.
As hosts we are asked to provide a meal and to handle registration and logistics. A small crew of volunteers is
needed to handle publicity, setup, hospitality, registration, serving and cleanup. If interested, please contact
Dick Haskett (rcrhaskett@comcast.net /H: 651.330.1481/C: 651.235.7072).

September 2012
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Defeating the Marriage Amendment
For more information, go to WBUUC home page, click on Standing on Side of Love icon, then MATF.
Or contact Jane Bacon (JaneGBacon@msn.com)

Ways You Can Help To Defeat the Marriage Amendment
Faith Week House Parties
Host one of these parties (targeted for September 9-16). The Faith group at MN United has developed
new handouts, and a video that teaches how to have effective conversations. The Marriage Amendment
Task Force will provide whatever help you need. Sign up at the Standing on the Side of Love (SSL) table
in the Social Hall, or contact Jane Bacon (contact information-above). If you can’t host a party, sign up to
attend one and someone will contact you.
Conversations
You have reported over 600 conversations; our goal is 3,000 before Election Day. Get a pledge card at
the SSL table in the Social Hall and tell us how many conversations you will have this month. Report on
conversations you’ve had by signing the “Who Have You Talked To?” sheet on the table. For each conversation, we will add a link to our chain of love so we can see the cumulative impact of our individual
actions.
Attend the Statewide Standing on the Side for Marriage Equality Worship Service
This statewide UU service will inspire and motivate all who attend! September 30th from 6:00pm to
7:30pm at First Universalist Church of Minneapolis. If you plan to go, please sign up at the SSL table so
we can tell how many people will be attending; we can facilitate carpooling.
Minnesotans United for All Families is the umbrella organization for the campaign to defeat the marriage amendment. To contribute funds or to volunteer directly (e.g. phone banks, door knocking, etc.), go to www.mnunited.org.

Global Climate Speaker Series
The Milankovitch Cycles

Wednesday, September 19 at 7:30 p.m.

The WBUUC Global Climate Change Committee (GCCC) will present guest speaker Dr. Richard
McGehee, professor of mathematics at the University of MN, on Wednesday evening, September 19 at 7:30
p.m. Dr. McGehee will be discussing "The Milankovitch Cycles" - what are these cycles and how do they
affect the climate on earth? What drives these cycles, and what is the time scale of these natural cycles; how
extreme are the resulting effects; at what phase of these cycles is Earth currently experiencing? Who was
Milankovitch and when were these phenomena originally postulated? Dr. McGehee studies the mathematics
of climate change.
The Global Climate Change Committee offers a speaker series on the third Wednesday of the month at
7:30 p.m. For a list of upcoming topics, see www.whitebearunitarian.org.
10
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12:30 Love Letters to the World

Services and RE at 9 & 11
Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer preaching

1:00 Gathered Here conversations

2
6:00 UU at Home

1
10:30 Project Home
ends

6:00 Family Roller Skating
6:00 Choir
6:30 Dinner
7:00 Empty Nesting

3

25

9:30 Pastoral Care
6:00 Choir
6:00 Youth/Adult Committee
6:30 Dinner
7:00 7/8th Grade Orientation
7:30 Global Climate Speaker:
The Milankovitch Cycles

12:00 Men’s Group
7:00 Shamanic
Drumming

30

24

19

18

Lay Down Your Sack of Grievances
Victoria Safford

Services and RE at 9 & 11

17

6:00 Choir
6:30 Dinner
6:45 Youth Ally Training
7:00 OWL Parent Orientation
7:00 Sharing Circle facilitators
7:30 Belonging & Community

12

Wed

6:00 Choir
6:00 9-12th Grade Orientation
6:30 Dinner
6:30 PeaceJam Orientation
7:00 Financial Oversight
7:30 Belonging & Community

23

Sacred Space and Ordinary Time
Victoria Safford
RE classes begin
Artist Reception between services

Services and RE at 9 & 11

12:00 Second Monday
Group

Roots Hold Us Close
Victoria Safford
Water Communion
12:15 Art Committee
1:00 Sharing Circle facilitators
3:00 RE Teacher Training

16

11
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Club potluck
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September 2012
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday, September 9 at 9 and 11
September 22 at 2:00

The Ordination and Installation of Luke Stevens-Royer

September 23 at 1:00

Gathered Here conversations

October 7 at 12:30 p.m.
October 7 at 5:00 p.m.
October 13 & 14

Opening Sunday and Water Communion

Welcome to Our Church: orientation for newcomers
Blessing of the Animals

Encounters: Immigrant Voices –with special guest Paula Cole Jones

November 3
November 30—December 2

Service Auction
Art Sale

White Bear Unitarian Universalist Church
October 2012
Sunday Services and Religious Education classes at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Coffee and Conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall
——————————————————————————————

October 7

Good and Evil
Music from the Adult Choir, directed by Thaxter Cunio with Carol Caouette, piano
Special Collection to support an animal rescue/adoption organization.
First Sunday Welcome: Orientation for Newcomers at 12:30 — see inside!
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
4:00 p.m. in the courtyard
All creatures great and small are welcome
as we celebrate the lives we share with non-human companions.
Potluck supper to follow in the Social Hall! All animals are welcome.

October 14
Creating a New History
Guest preacher: Paula Cole Jones
A life-long member of All Souls UU Church in Washington, D.C., Paula Cole Jones is nationally
known for her work in building a truly multi-cultural Unitarian Universalism. She will lead a
workshop on Saturday, October 13, continuing our journey in Walking the Talk: Building the
Beloved Community. —see inside for details!
Music from Margaret Humphrey, violin; Asako Hirabayashi, harpsichord
October 21

The Other
Music from the Adult Choir, directed by Thaxter Cunio with Carol Caouette, piano
Special Collection to support East Metro Women’s Council.

October 28

In the Rising of the Sun
Music from Jim Cooper, bagpipes; Carol Caouette, piano

We mark All Souls and All Saints on this day, and the Day of the Dead, and Samhain.
For the offrenda, an altar of remembrance, you are invited to bring mementoes of loved ones you
have lost: photos, small objects, candles, treasures, and offerings of love.

Living the Questions
Live the questions...love the questions .

Theme for October: Good and Evil —the practice of discernment
Questions for contemplation and conversation
on your own, around the dinner table, in your journal, with each other


What informs your discernment between good and evil (intuition, empirical facts, etc.)?



How does your understanding of “good and evil” relate to our principle of the inherent worth and dignity
of every person?



Are the dividing lines between good and evil clear or hazy? Are they in society at large or within each
person?



What power do humans have for creating or perpetuating good or evil?



Given your experience, what is more powerful – good, or evil?
See the website for readings and resources—www.whitebearunitarian.org under Living the Questions.

Among Ourselves
In love and care, we hold these members and friends in our heart this month:
Toni Delacorte has learned that her cancer, diagnosed last spring, is terminal. Carolyn Pozzini is mourning
the death of her mother, Phyllis, on September 13. John Weiss’s father Gil died in September. Lynne
Newell’s father died in August. Mike Levos and Kirsten Sertich were married on August 18.
If there are names of loved ones you would like us to include here, or names to include in the Meditation in
Sunday services, please send them to Victoria: vsafford@whitebearunitarian.org.
Our Pastoral Care team consists of trained volunteers who will visit in hospital, care center, or at home;
offer rides to appointments; companion members and friends going through a rough time over coffee or tea;
provide support through loss, crisis, loneliness, or difficult transition; and mostly, simply listen and be
present. To arrange a meeting (in person, by phone or by email) contact Kathleen Keating
(kathleenkeating@comcast.net) or Nancy Reichow (reichow9@mac.com).
You can help with this ministry! Contact Nancy or Kathleen, above, to learn about simple ways to volunteer
as a “helping hand.” Currently, we are seeking volunteers to visit with older members in their homes.
Because driving is difficult, a number of our elders can’t come on Sunday mornings, but they are eager for
lively conversation about ethics, religion, current affairs, and for companionship from their church
community: the same longings which bring all of us here.
2
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From the President

Gloria Ferguson

I want to be with people who submerge in the task,
Who go into the fields to harvest and work in a row and pass the bags along.
Who stand in the line and haul in their places,
Who are not parlor generals and field deserters but move in
a common rhythm when the food must come in or the fire be put out.
Bu the thing worth doing well has a shape that satisfies, clean and evident.
Greek amphoras for wine or oil,
Hopi vases that held corn,
are put in museums
but you know they were made to be used.
The work of the world is common as mud. Botched,
it smears the hands, crumbles to dust. The pitcher cries for water to carry
and a person for work that is real.
--Marge Piercy

As your Board met to set goals for this church year, it became clear that only a small part of the task was to
lead in new directions. The much greater responsibility was to capture and hold up for all to see the great
work so many of you are already doing. We honor our on-going work together with these goals:
Foster a church environment that addresses the diverse spiritual needs of our members and friends.
Recognize and celebrate church participation in community based initiatives.
Support staff and committees in developing and communicating a plan for expanded church programming
to welcome, integrate, involve and meet the needs of new and current members.
Prioritize the principles of right staffing.
Raise the visibility of our technological improvements and technological needs as tools for outreach,
communication and other church functions.
Work with Victoria to create working groups to examine needs and define action plans for replacing open
positions.
Within each of these goals is a range of opportunities to be part of the on-going work of our community.
Your participation is welcome.

The Newsletter is Going Electronic!
Starting with the November newsletter, WBUUC will be going electronic! If you wish to continue receiving
a paper copy, please contact the office at 651-426-2369 or office@whitebearunitarian.org to opt
in. Otherwise, this will be your last copy of the paper version, and next month you can view the newsletter
on our website: www.whitebearunitarian.org.

Building and Grounds Work Day Saturday, October 6

9-1, lunch provided

Land Stewardship & Building Operations are joining forces for a work day. Landscaping, yard work, planting,
building repair & maintenance, cleaning – something for everyone! Rain date Oct 20.
October 2012
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DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Janet Hanson

Good and Evil: The Practice of Discernment Evil seems such a loaded word- and one that is difficult to address
with children, especially the younger ones. Discernment, however, is part of our lives from an early age – how do
we decide what is right and what is wrong? One of the things I love about the new curriculum, Tapestry of Faith,
from the Unitarian Universalist Association, is the focus it has on “ethical development with a philosophical base
and age appropriate applicability.” Each grade level has activities designed to assist in this moral development –
2nd and 3rd graders will be thinking each week how they live their principles ready to put their footprints on our
Faithful Journeys road. Our 6th graders, using Amazing Grace, are participating in ethics plays – trying to
understand right and wrong and asking the question – is evil or goodness within us? Why do bad things happen?
As a parent you can take part in these discussions by using the Taking it Home handouts or looking at the lesson on
the UUA website – under Tapestry of Faith. Near the door of each classroom is a short description of what each
grade level is covering each week- be sure to pick one up!
October Activities:
Don’t miss the All Skate Party on Wednesday October 3. Sign up on the door to the youth office! This was a
big success last year and we are hoping for another exciting event this year!
Social action needs: October is our month to supply Birthday Bags to East Metro Place. See the poster in the
Social Hall for what is needed for each bag. The children will be working on this on October 14 so you can send
supplies then. We will also need to assemble some bags at the end of September so those early October bags are
there on time – there are 16 October birthdays and about half of those are before the 15th. I will be looking for folks
to help with assembly on Sept. 30 – in the Social Hall between services, and with the children on October 14. We
can use supplies any time before the 14th! Sign ups are in the Social Hall.
Parents: You can prepare your children by letting them know that this Sunday is a special schedule. Teachers will
not be here but adult helpers will work with the children. Grades 4-6 will meet in the 4th & 5th grade classroom,
Preschoolers meet in their own room, and K-Grade 3 meet in the Social Hall. Be sure your children know that the
regular teachers will return on the 21st! And, don’t forget to sign up to help!
Halloween: Our party this year will be on Saturday the 27th of October from 5:00 to 7:30. This is a very popular
event with many games, food and a costume parade. Now is the time to get that costume ready! See the poster in
the Social Hall and don’t forget to sign up to be a helper.
UU at Home: Tuesdays October 2, 9, 16 and 23 This class includes concurrent programming for parents and
children each night and culminates in a project to complete together. We will look at theology, family ritual, social
justice, and a topic of your choice. Sign up in the Social Hall.

OCTOBER SCHEDULE
October 3
October 7
October 14
October 21
October 27
October 28
4
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Halloween Party
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DIRECTOR OF YOUTH PROGRAMS

Jill Schwendeman

LET’S GO SKATING! A Free Event
Celebrating Religious Education
For All Youth, Children, Parents, RE Teachers, and Youth Allies
Includes games, prizes, music, and moonlight skating.
Wednesday, October 3, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Saints North – 1818 Gervais Court, in Maplewood
We’ll meet at the rink. Parental supervision is required.
Entrance fee and skates are free (or roller blades for a fee).
Cash snack bar and gift shop open throughout the evening.
There is no charge for this event, but you must pre-register.
Sign up on youth office door or write youth@whitebearunitarian.
You Can Make a Difference for Hungry People. Adults and youth in grades
7-8 (younger with parent): Come to Feed My Starving Children Wed., Nov. 7th. We’ll pack up to 10,000 meals.
Register early to ensure a spot: volunteer.fmsc.org - Join Code 246428.
Get Your Pumpkin On. Support Boston Bound teens and the youth group’s annual gifts to causes such as
Doctors without Borders. Purchase a pumpkin between services – this month while they last.
October Theme: What About Good and Evil? Ideally, teens are growing beyond the child’s world of absolutes
toward an interactive morality of respect. Dialogue in the family with parenting that is responsive to the child’s
“voice” are associated with enhanced moral reasoning in the teen years. Experiencing empathy and seeing
oneself as a moral agent support a teen’s moral development.
To help, consider How can we… Think of ways to keep our family talking? Honor differing opinions and know
they may change over time? Listen for the feelings behind words, especially when we disagree? Be of service
to others? Share our own values gently and by example? Highlight the good we see in one another -- not our
fears? Remember that spiritual growth is life-long work?
Reading: Media Education Foundation Study Guide: Beyond Good & Evil: Children,Media & Violent Times, Jason Young.
Stories of Hope: Parental Optimism in Narratives About Adolescents & Children, Michael Pratt et al. J. Soc/Pers. Rel, ’01.

OCTOBER YOUTH EVENTS
Wed. 3rd
Roller Skating, 6:00-8:00 at Saints North: Families with youth/children, teachers, & advisors.
th
Sun. 7 Pumpkin Sales at 10:00/12:00 for Boston Bound. Write youth@whitebearunitarian.org to help.
Wed. 10th
Youth/Adult Committee, 6:00. All youth and their parents are invited.
PeaceJam Meeting, 6:45. Senior high youth, or younger with parent.
Sun. 14th
Pumpkin Sales at 10:00/12:00 for Boston Bound.
Wed. 17th
Boston Bound Meeting, 6:00. Grades 8-12.
PeaceJam Meeting, 6:45.
st
Sun. 21
MEA Weekend. OWL does not meet but grades 7-8 and youth group do meet.
Pumpkin Sales at 10:00/12:00 for Boston Bound.
Wed. 24th
PeaceJam Meeting, 6:45.
Wed. 31st
Halloween. No Youth Meetings. Have a safe and fun Halloween….
Hold the Date: Nov. 4th Cathedral Field Trip, Grades 7-8. Nov. 7th: Feed My Starving Children Outing.

www.whitebearunitarian.org

Ellis in Concert!
Saturday, October 20th
7:30 p.m.
Complimentary snacks and beverages during intermission!
Tickets available Sundays at church and online: www.whitebearunitarian.org
"An engaging and wholehearted writer, singer and performer who is full of light and spirit."
"If you haven’t yet caught her engaging and disarming live show, take a chance
on Ellis and you’ll become a lifelong fan. Her fans describe her as not only a
talented folk musician, but also as a supportive friend who offers encouraging
words and humor alongside her compelling songs. She leaves audiences better than she
finds them, with softened edges & opened hearts. With wholehearted songs that capture deep
wisdom as well as a childlike joy, Ellis’ music is being spread across the globe by fans who are
so moved that they have to share it others. She released her 7th album, Right On Time, in 2010."
"Ellis walks on stage, flashes a bashful grin and does what she does best:
singing her heart out every single time."

Music Notes
Music is the mediator between the spiritual and the sensual life. — Ludwig van Beethoven

A church member shared an encounter she had this summer with a woman at an Iowa UU church:
“A congregant asked me where I was from, and when I said White Bear, she threw her arms around me,
giving me a big hug, and saying, ‘I love your CD.’
‘Gathered Here?’ I asked. ‘Oh, yes.’ And she turned to two others with her and told them all about how much
the CD captures the flavor of the music at WBUUC that she’d heard at the Annual PSD meeting. So, thanks
for the hug!”
Another UU in Washington State visited our church website and heard a sample of the WBUUC choir singing
My Lord, What a Morning, a song the choir just reprised during our first Sunday of regular services this
September; after hearing that single sample, she had to have the choir CD Who Will Give Me Wings, which
features that song.
WBUUC has three CDs on sale for you to take home! Pick yours up at our bookstore in the atrium on
Sundays or at the new self-service pay box next to the Music Office door near the Alcove.
Here’s our great CD offering, a lot of amazing music for just $25 total! All proceeds from CD sales go into
the General Fund:
Gathered Here, recorded Autumn, 2011; this fantastic compilation CD features 25 WBUUC member
musicians. $15 plus a free! copy of Give Me Beauty, recorded in 2005.
Who Will Give Me Wings, recorded in 2003, only eight left! $10
6
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Lifespan Spiritual Development
This is just a small sampling of the many, many programs being offered this fall. To see the full list, pick up a
Lifespan Spiritual Direction brochure in the Atrium or find listings
online at www.whitebearunitarian.org under the Lifespan Spiritual Development tab.

Unitarian Universalism at Home: a four-part series for families
Tues., Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23 6– 8 p.m.
We’ll talk and learn about UU history and a little theology, ritual and contemplation, home-based social justice,
and a fourth theme to be chosen by the participants.
The Heart of Democracy
Wednesdays, October 10, 17, 24 7:15 – 8:45 p.m.
In his book, Healing the Heart of Democracy, Parker Palmer asserts that for democracy to work it must be
"...inhabited by citizens and citizen leaders who know how to hold conflict inwardly in a manner that converts it
into creativity, allowing it to pull them open to new ideas, new action, and each other.” The book is available at
our Atrium book table and from local booksellers; copies are available here on loan.

Pastoral Care offerings
Empty Nesting
Wednesday, October 31 (note change of date) 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Is there a launch date in your future? Can you see the time, perhaps not so far off, when your children will leave
the nest for college, the military, or their first job? It may be great or it may be stressful but it will definitely be a
change! No need to go through it alone.

Living with Memory Loss Disease
Thursday, October 11 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Do you live with or participate in the care of someone with a diagnosis of Alzheimer’s or other memory loss
disease? This gathering will be a conversation among caregivers, relatives and friends of those affected by
diminishing memory. Facilitated by Nancy Reichow and Michele Madigan.

Programs for the Election Season
The Long Haul of Transformation: Staying balanced in the work for Marriage Equality
Offered by: Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer, Assistant Minister
Tuesdays, Oct. 30 & Nov. 20 7:00-8:30 p.m.
The work of justice, in its many forms, draws from the depths of our souls; our energy and commitment. While at
times we may be energetic and eager, there are other times that may be draining and even damaging. How might
we find balance and respite, support and nourishment in the long haul of social transformation? How might we
keep the wells of our souls from running dry?
Love Makes a Family: talking with kids about love, marriage and equality
Offered 3 times:
Mon. 8 Oct at 7 p.m.
Sun. 21 Oct. at 12:30 p.m.
Wed. 24 Oct. at 7 p.m.
These sessions will provide a safe and savvy haven for gay parents and straight parents to share strategies for
speaking with all our kids about our deepest values and beliefs as Unitarian Universalists and as human beings.
Childcare provided.
Election Night Gathering
Tuesday, November 6 7:00 p.m.
We will gather this evening first for Worship with music, poetry and reflection, framing this election with hope
and resolve regardless of outcomes. Then we will move to the Social Hall for potluck food (bring a dish to share!)
and watch as the returns come in. It will be a time to reflect on the hard work and dedication of this campaign
season, our cherished principles, and to honor what we have accomplished together. Come and celebrate our work
and root ourselves in hope for whatever the future may bring.
October 2012
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Welcome to Our Church
Sunday, October 7 12:30—2:00 p.m.
An informal welcome session for visitors and newcomers offering a brief introduction to Unitarian
Universalism, our congregation and programs. A light lunch and childcare are provided; no registration
required – all are welcome! The next Welcome session will be offered on the second Sunday in November.

Walking Together: Membership in White Bear UU Church
Thursdays: November 1,8,15, and 29 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. (skipping Thanksgiving week)
Offered by the Ministers and Belonging and Community Team

A four-part in-depth series offered each fall and spring. For those who are considering membership, or
who’ve recently joined the congregation, or those who want to explore UU history, theology and practice
more deeply, or those who are already members yet interested in a refresher course – all welcome! Register
on line at www.whitebearunitarian.org, or in person at church, or by phone at 651.426.2369.

Laurie Kigner and Alis Olsen Art Exhibit
Members Laurie Kigner and Alis Olsen present an exhibition titled, 'I Am Doing the Best I Can'. The
title is pulled from a story told by Wangari Maathai, Nobel Peace Prize recipient, about a hummingbird
attempting to put out a forest fire while larger animals watch and jeer. The two and three dimensional works
on display are based on their love and concern for the natural environment. The show dates are October 21
through November 25. Please join them at an artist reception on October 21 from 4—6 p.m.

Holiday Art Sale Registration
The ONE Sunday Only Sale where members and active non-members sell their wares. The Art Committee is
offering display space to members and active non-members only. We will not be accepting food items this
year. Pick-up a Registration Form in the Social Hall or email Judy Fawcett, jfawcett@fastmail.us, Annearle
Klein, Annearle6@gmail.com. Deadline for registering is Nov 4, 2012. First come – first served, until
space is filled. Questions? Call or email Anne Dahlstrom - AVdahlstrom@usfamily.net.

Contacting WBUUC Staff Members
Over the years, committee chairs and other church members have called upon staff members at home with
questions and concerns. As the church grows and we focus on staff roles and professionalism, we now ask
that support/hourly staff members not be contacted outside of the office for church business, by cell or home
phone (this includes Jody Karlen, Carol Salmon, Kou Yang, and John Sisterman). If you have a pastoral
care emergency, please contact Victoria Safford (651.587.8481-c, 651.762.0976-h). If you have a building
emergency (e.g. fire, flooding, or theft, anything resulting in damage to the building or people in the
building), also contact Victoria. With any other questions or concerns that arise on a weekend or evening,
please hold these concerns and then contact the church office at office@whitebearunitarian.org or 651.426.
2369. Staff will be able to assist you during business hours on Monday - Thursday. Thank you so much for
your cooperation
8
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Immigrant Voices:
Creating a New History through Spoken Word
A workshop for Unitarian Universalists with special guest facilitator

Paula Cole Jones
Saturday October 13 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Potluck lunch to follow
Sign up in the Atrium or Social Hall, or email DRE@whitebearunitarian.org.

Often we learn the history of the marginalized through the words of the privileged. Our country’s
dramatically changing demographics is a story often told through statistics void of emotion and
experience. The goal of this workshop is to honor the contemporary immigrant experience
through the art of spoken word and the evidence of little known facts. Using the book
Encounters as a guide, we will hear the voices of immigrants as we unravel hidden truths that have
been written out of history. Together we will begin to tell a new American story.
Paula Cole Jones is a Management Consultant with over twenty years of experience in designing and facilitating
workshops and dialogues for leaders and organizations. She is the originator of Managing the Future and the President of
ADORE, LLC, coaching executives and leading hundreds of group discussions and workshops across the country. A
native Washingtonian, and a longtime member of All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church in Washington, D.C., she is the
editor of a new book, “Encounters: Poems about Race, Ethnicity and Identity” (available in our Atrium book store). See
also: Paula Cole Jones. Reconciliation as a Spiritual Discipline. UU World March/April 2004 (cover story).
http://www.uuworld.org/2004/02/),

SUNDAY 14 October at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
“Creating a New History”
Paula Cole Jones, preaching

This weekend program continues our congregation’s work to build beloved community and an
anti-racist, multi-cultural Unitarian Universalism for the 21st century.
(2011-12 featured guest: The Reverend Mark Morrison-Reed)

Standing on the Side of Love
For more information, go to WBUUC home page, click on Standing on Side of Love icon, then MATF.
Or contact Jane Bacon (JaneGBacon@msn.com)

Ways You Help To Defeat the Marriage Amendment
Have the Conversations
The #1 most important thing we need you to do is to have conversations with people about this amendment. Explain to
people why you are voting no and encourage them to vote no too! Please report any and all conversations you have to
us at our table in Social Hall so we can exceed 1,000 conversations before the election and we can watch the Chain of
Love that hangs in the Social Hall grow to over 1,000 links!
Conversations Squared Returns
Sunday, October 7th from 10:15-10:45 in the Alcove
Come to the next of these highly successful and effective trainings. You will learn and practice the essentials of a
successful conversation about defeating the Marriage amendment in a fun and relaxed atmosphere and take home a
copy of our talking tips handout, a DVD that you can watch and pass along to others, and a ton of confidence knowing
that you can use your voice and make a difference.
Multiply Your Efforts: Host a Faith Week House Party in October
You pick the date! Invite people who will be voting NO and learn together how to have effective conversations; then
ask them to talk to others. The faith group at MN United has developed new materials, and the Marriage Amendment
Task Force will provide whatever help you need. Sign up at the SSL table in the Social Hall or contact Jane Bacon
(JaneGBacon@msn.com). If you can’t host a party, sign up to attend one and someone will contact you.
Phone Bank or Canvass
Multiple Locations & Many Different Days and Times Available!
Minnesotans United for All Families needs lots of volunteers to help with these enormous efforts leading up to the
election. For details go to volunteer@mnunited.org or call 651-330-6852.
Absentee Voting
We can’t afford to let a single no vote slip through our hands! Please make sure that anyone in your family who may
be out of town or attending college gets their vote counted. Check out the information about absentee voting at the
Minnesota Secretary of State Office website. http://www.sos.state.mn.us/index.aspx?page=211
LOVE MAKES A FAMILY: talking with kids about love, marriage and equality

see the article on page 6

Social Action Vigil Sunday October 7 at 2:30 p.m.
at the Ramsey County Detention Center. 425 Grove Street, St. Paul 55101
Come! Stand on the side of love! Show your support for immigrants being held without family or legal
support.

Global Climate Speaker Wednesday, October 17 at 7:30 p.m.
Non-Ferrous Mining in Minnesota - please welcome guest speaker Mr. Frank Ongaro
The practice of metallurgy predated written language, with the Bronze Age historically dated from 3000 to
4000 BC. The mining of ores to be processed into various metals has paralleled the development of
human civilization. But mining has also caused serious environmental damage. Can modern day mining
methods extract these natural materials from the Good Earth, from northern Minnesota, in environmentally
responsible and sensitive ways? Come hear what Frank Ongaro has to say and ask questions.
10
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In the Rising of the Sun
Victoria Safford
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

October 7 at 12:30 p.m.

Orientation to Our Church

October 7 at 4:00 p.m.
October 13 at 10:00 a.m.

Blessing of the Animals
Encounters: Immigrant Voices –with special guest
Paula Cole Jones

October 20 at 7:30 p.m.

Ellis in CONCERT

October 27 at 5:00 p.m.

Halloween Party

November 3 at 4:30 p.m.

Service Auction

White Bear Unitarian Universalist Church
November 2012
Sunday Services and Religious Education classes at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Coffee and Conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall
Giving Voice to the Spirit: Community Singing at 8:50 and 10:50 in the Sanctuary
——————————————————————————————

November 4

Keep on Walking Forward
Music from the Adult Choir, directed by Thaxter Cunio with Carol Caouette, piano

November 11

Knowing Without Knowing
Music from Polly Meyerding-Dedrick and Russell Dedrick, flutes
Veterans Day Observance
Special Collection for the UN High Commission on Refugees—Syrian Relief
Second Sunday Welcome: Orientation for newcomers at 12:30—see inside!

November 18

Faith: More of Less
Music from the Adult Choir, directed by Thaxter Cunio with Carol Caouette, piano

November 25

THIS I BELIEVE: Kathleen Keating and Steven Larson
Music from Nicole Warner, mezzo soprano; Mary Duncan, piano

This I Believe is a long-held tradition here, an opportunity to hear directly from the hearts and
minds of our fellow members — the most important and moving Sundays of our year!
Tuesday, November 6 7:00 p.m. Election service and Party!
A special evening service of music, poetry, reflection and sharing for “soulful citizens” with much at stake in
this year’s highly-charged election. We’ve worked hard on ballot issues, candidates and cherished principles;
now’s the time to celebrate those efforts, even with the votes not yet all in. Join us for a service led by Victoria
Safford and Luke Stevens-Royer, and then stay afterwards to watch the returns on TV! Party foods of all kinds
welcome and needed! Share Election Night with your community, right here.

Community Meals: Wednesday Night Supper 6:30 and 7:15 p.m.
Every Wednesday evening, we gather in the Social Hall for a community meal, hosted by a rotation of volunteer
teams. Children, adults, and youth are all welcome at this mid-week supper for friends and new friends. The
main gathering starts at 6:30 p.m.; a second seating follows at 7:15 for those taking part in choir practice. Do
you like to cook or wash dishes in a friendly, lively kitchen? Contact Roger Upham (rupham@comcast.net)

Living the Questions
Live the questions...love the questions .

Theme for November:
Faith and Doubt: The practice of knowing without knowing
Questions for contemplation and conversation
on your own, around the dinner table, in your journal, with each other

1. Does faith without doubt prohibit growth?
2. Does doubt without faith lead to groundlessness?
3. What do you sacrifice, and what might you gain, by being willing to ask hard questions that challenge your
own beliefs?
4. Does our call to ask questions and reverence for doubt make it hard for us to claim faith?
5. Do you consider yourself a “person of faith” and what does that mean for you?
See the website for readings and resources—
http://www.whitebearunitarian.org/wbuuc/living-the-questions/november-2012-questions

In the beginner's mind there are many possibilities. In the expert's mind there are few. -Shunryu Suzuki
Doubt is the beginning, not the end, of wisdom. -George Iles
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. -Hebrews 11:1
There are two ways to slide easily through life: to believe everything or to doubt everything. Both ways save us from
thinking. -Alfred Korzybski, liguist & mathematician
The ability to question, the ability to take a skeptical position, is absolutely central to my understanding of myself and
my understanding of myself as a religious person. It's very important to experience doubt. I think faith without doubt
is just either nostalgia or a kind of addiction. And I'm not interested in that. -Mary Gordon, writer on contemporary
Catholic life
You must not lose faith in humanity. Humanity is like an ocean; if a few drops of the ocean are dirty, the ocean does
not become dirty. -Mahatma Gandhi
All I have seen teaches me to trust in the Creator for all I have not seen. -Ralph Waldo Emerson
See the website for additional quotes and resources.
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From the President

Gloria Ferguson

Dear Members and Friends of WBUUC,
We are writing to ask for your help.
When the congregation voted last spring to approve the annual budget, it included $18,000 from rental in‐
come. With the loss of the Montessori school and failure of best efforts to find replacement renters, we now
face a budget shortfall.
We have two choices—cut staff and programs or raise $18,000 in additional pledge income and contribu‐
tions. After careful consideration, your Board has chosen optimism. We believe that we can, with your help,
honor our commitments to our staff and congregation.
Our plan is this:
To have two special collections in October to give everyone attending an opportunity to help bridge this
gap.
To invite members and friends who are not currently pledging to make a pledge now.
To ask those who are currently pledging to increase their pledge or make a special gift.
Friends, we know that love is the spirit of our church, and we have seen over and again the power of your
generosity and commitment. Our church is thriving: from Standing on the Side of Love for marriage equality
to providing urgent shelter through Project Home; from the bright faces of 325 children and youth in R.E. to
the inspiring voices of our choir and guest artists such as Ellis; from the excitement of welcoming Luke Ste‐
vens‐Royer to the warmth of Wednesday night suppers and the depth of our classes and Sharing Circles – it
is a vibrant community we share.
Please consider a new or increased pledge to bridge the unexpected gap in this year’s budget.
Thank you!
Gloria Ferguson, President

Victoria Safford, Minister

You may use the form below or pledge online at http://www.whitebearunitarian.org/wbuuc/donations‐online.
To make a new or increased pledge:
Name(s) _________________________________________________________________________
Address

__________________________________________________________________

City, State, ZIP

__________________________________________________________________

Phone

_________________ email ___________________________________________

____

I/we would like to pledge the following amount:

$ ______________

____

I/we would like to increase our current pledge by the following amount:

$ ______________

www.whitebearunitarian.org
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DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Janet Hanson

Faith and Doubt: the Practice of Knowing without Knowing
Parents often ask me about the challenge of our faith – its call to question and create our own definition of what we
believe – regarding children. Are they not, especially at certain ages, asking adults for answers? Are we asking too
much of them to always say “you must decide for yourself what you believe”? One of the reasons we spend so much
time with very young children teaching and discussing our Unitarian Universalist principles is just that- it gives a solid
place to stand while questioning. From our preschool chalice lighting (the church of the open mind, helping hands,
loving heart) to our song about the UU principles (respect everyone, offer a hand, yearn to learn...) we are offering a
good framework for thinking about how to decide what is wrong and what is right. Reading Robert Coles book, The
Spiritual Lives of Children, where he talks with many children of various backgrounds and ages, it is clear to me that all
children wrestle with these very basic religious questions. He reports having talked with children of very religious
backgrounds-steeped in dogma- and those of very secular households with no religious orientation. Both groups are
struggling with the same big questions – how do I know the right thing to do? What is the meaning of life?

New Family Orientation – Nov. 4
The Religious Growth and Learning Committee invites our new families to an orientation to be held after each service
Sunday Nov.4. We will provide your children with a light lunch and spend 40 minutes or so giving you information
about our program – how we choose and cycle curriculum, how to get to know other families, how to keep up with what
is happening in your child’s class – and most importantly, answering your questions. Children will be cared for in the
John Dietrich room and parents next door in the Iowa Sisterhood room.

Social Action Sunday - Nov. 25
Our Social Action Sunday this month will be on November 25 where we will again start our mitten tree collection. We
collect hats, scarves, mittens, and other warm winter wear to give to those in our community in need. We will put the
usual evergreen in our lobby and invite all of you to place your donations there or under the tree. Many of these items
have gone to one of our St. Paul schools with a large population of immigrants and refugees – many of whom come to us
with no idea of how to survive our winter weather. Parents are asked to help with our classes on Nov. 25th.
Preschoolers will meet in their room for a related discussion and activity, and grades 4-6 will meet in the large 4th & 5th
grade classroom at the end of the hallway. All other ages are with me in the Social Hall. It is helpful to prepare your
children for this Sunday – especially very young ones- and let them know their teachers will not be there but will return
the following week. We need 6-7 helpers at
each service for these Social Action Sundays –
November Schedule
you can sign up on the sheets in the Social
Nov. 4
RE Classes at both services
Hall.

Nov. 11
Nov. 14
Nov. 18
Nov. 25
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New Family Orientation
RE classes at both services
Religious Growth & Learning Cmtt 7:00 p.m.
RE Classes at both services—
Youth Choir performs
Social Action Sunday —special program
for children at each service

November 2012

Youth Choir Performance – Nov. 18
Don’t miss our Sunday performance for the
fall on November 18. Russell has been
working with a large group of children, and
they are to perform with our adult choir.

www.facebook.com/WBUUC

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH PROGRAMS

Jill Schwendeman

You Can Make a Difference for Hungry People. Adults and youth: Come to Feed My Starving
Children November 7th. Pack up to 10,000 meals! This is a late one – Meet at church at 7:00 p.m., return
around 10:00. Registration required - online only at: volunteer.fmsc.org. Join Code 246428.

All-Church Spaghetti Dinner

Sunday, November 18th after the second service.
A fundraiser for Boston Bound.
Buy tickets in the social hall or youth office: $5 each. $20 family maximum.

Last Chance …

Youth Ally Training

Wednesday, November 28th, 6:00 – 8:45 p.m.

Our congregation has been recognized as a leader in multi-generational youth
ministry grounded in social justice and teen leadership. Find out what all the fuss is
about! Think about your formative years, hear what the research says about the wellbeing of today’s teens, practice ways to be a healthy friend to youth, try eye-opening
games, and connect with others dedicated to a vibrant, forward-moving faith.
We rely on adult partners to provide quality programs to teens and parents, but you
do not need to volunteer to attend! Deepen your presence with youth. RSVP youth@
whitebearunitarian.org. Snack provided. Childcare available with preregistration.

Faith, Doubt and Development Adults are susceptible to first believing what they hear, then pausing to
question it, talk to others and arrive at a more nuanced position. The brain development of young people
makes them less likely to use this process. While they are gaining experience and the capacity to pause,
question, and consult trusted others, adult guidance is key. Faith strengthens teens. So does doubt.
Consider: What do you have faith in? What role does doubt play in belief? Is anything beyond questioning?
NIH. Research Pinpoints Brain’s Gullibility Center. http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/news/fullstory_128603.html. Aug. ‘12.

NOVEMBER YOUTH EVENTS
Sun. 4th

Daylight Savings Time Change - Set clocks back one hour!

Note: The Cathedral Field Trip for grades 7-8 postponed to the 18th.
Welcome Home Collection begins – grades 7-8. Bring household items.
Wed.7th
Feed My Starving Children , 7:00. Adults and youth in grades 7-12.
Register online only at volunteer.fmsc.org and use Join Code 246428.
Wed. 14th
Youth/Adult Committee, 6:00. All youth and parents are invited.
Boston Bound Meeting, 6:45, prep for spaghetti dinner.
Sat. 17th
PeaceJam Slam, grades 9-12, or younger with parent. Call Kate for details: 651-207-8026.
th
Sun. 18
Cathedral of St. Paul Field Trip, grades 7-8. BOTH CLASSES meet at 9:15 and return by noon.
Spaghetti Dinner for the congregation. Grades 9-12: Arrive at 9:45. Done by 3:00.
Wed. 21st
No Youth Meeting. Wishing you a beautiful Thanksgiving day Thursday.
Wed. 28th
Youth Ally Training, 6:00-8:45. Teacher Meetings 8:45-9:15. RSVP youth@whitebearunitarian.org.
Coming in December: 2nd: Shelter Gift-Making. 7th: Cookie Bake Overnight. 9th: OWL Parent Meeting.

www.whitebearunitarian.org

Among Ourselves
We hold in love and care these members and friends:


Neil Krueger, who had surgery for prostate cancer on October 15;



Jay Hardy, recovering from surgery on October 16;



Phil Williams and Jonathan Kigner, both healing from knee replacement surgeries;



Myrna McInenly, mourning the death of her partner Brad Steely, and Myrna’s daughter Leslie, son-in
law Paul, and granddaughter, Sanna;



Kate O’Riley, whose mother died in October;



Marlys Oliver, welcoming a new baby great-granddaughter;



Karen Dahl, welcoming new grandson Joshua Isaiah;



Joseph Keufler and Nikki Powers, and big brother Jonah, celebrating the birth of baby girl Lennox Every
Powers in October;



Gloria Ferguson, whose daughter Erin and daughter-in-law Melissa are caring for Melissa’s father
through his cancer journey;



Victor Urbanowicz, whose mother died in October.

If there are names of loved ones you would like us to include here, or names to include in the Meditation in
Sunday services, please send them to Victoria: vsafford@whitebearunitarian.org.
Our Pastoral Care team consists of trained volunteers who will visit in hospital, care center, or at home; offer
rides to appointments; companion members and friends going through a rough time over coffee or tea;
provide support through loss, crisis, loneliness, or difficult transition; and mostly, simply listen and be
present. To arrange a meeting (in person, by phone or by email) contact Kathleen Keating
(kathleenkeating@comcast.net) or Nancy Reichow (reichow9@mac.com).
You can help with this ministry! Contact Nancy or Kathleen, above, to learn about simple ways to volunteer
as a “helping hand.” Currently, we are seeking volunteers to visit with older members in their homes.
Because driving is difficult, a number of our elders can’t come on Sunday mornings, but they are eager for
lively conversation about ethics, religion, current affairs, and for companionship from their church
community: the same longings which bring all of us here.
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in memoriam

Phyllis Cohen
a memorial service will be held here on Saturday, November 24th at 2:00 p.m.
In the rising of the sun and in its going down, we will remember her.
Our hearts are with Phyllis’ daughters Niki Moyer and Liz Wahlberg,
grandchildren Molly, Danny and Josh Irish, and their families.

Welcome to Our Church
Sunday, November 11 12:30—2:00 p.m.
An informal welcome session for visitors and newcomers offering a brief introduction to Unitarian
Universalism, our congregation and programs. A light lunch and childcare are provided; no registration
required – all are welcome!

Walking Together: Membership in White Bear UU Church
Thursdays: November 1,8,15, and 29 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. (skipping Thanksgiving week)
Offered by the Ministers and Belonging and Community Team

A four-part in-depth series offered each fall and spring. For those who are considering membership, or
who’ve recently joined the congregation, or those who want to explore UU history, theology and practice
more deeply, or those who are already members yet interested in a refresher course – all welcome! Call
651.426.2369. or email dre@whitebearunitarian.org to register.

Music Notes from Thaxter Cunio

Director of Music

“In my own philanthropy and business endeavors, I have seen the critical role that the arts play in
stimulating creativity and in developing vital communities….the arts have a crucial impact on our economy
and are an important catalyst for learning, discovery, and achievement in our country.”
–Paul G. Allen, Co-Founder, Microsoft
I'm sure you've all heard the news about the challenges that face our orchestras. The Twin Cities boast a
professional baseball team, football team, basketball teams and other sports, I'm sure. We also have a fine
opera company and many choral groups. But it's the world class orchestras that give our musical culture
solid footing. Here's where trickle down theory actually works - If our beloved orchestras fail, our music
community will be effected in the extreme and, yes, all the way down to arts education and even what
happens in our own church. If the tone that gets set is a sour one, that sourness will definitely trickle down.
Time for arts advocacy, folks!
www.whitebearunitarian.org
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Lifespan Spiritual Development
This is just a small sampling of the many, many programs being offered this fall. There are many more
than can be listed here—for a full list pick up a Lifespan Spiritual Direction brochure in the Atrium or look
online at www.whitebearunitarian.org under the Lifespan Spiritual Development tab.
Election Night Gathering
Tuesday, November 6 7:00 p.m.
We will gather this evening first for Worship with music, poetry and reflection, framing this election with hope
and resolve regardless of outcomes. Then we will move to the Social Hall for potluck food (bring a dish to share!)
and watch as the returns come in. It will be a time to reflect on the hard work and dedication of this campaign
season, our cherished principles, and to honor what we have accomplished together. Come and celebrate our work
and root ourselves in hope for whatever the future may bring.
Saved by Our Stories
Mondays, November 5, 12, 19 and December 3 7:00—9:00 p.m.
Victoria Safford, facilitator, with author Jonathan Odell
Where did you come from? Who are your people? What legacies do you carry, and what will you pass on to
those who come after? These are questions of identity, intention and spiritual orientation. Together we'll
explore our own family histories, our cultural stories as individuals, the imprint of race and class on our
consciousness, our beliefs and our choices. We'll take as a point of departure for our conversations a new
novel by Jonathon Odell: The Healing. Set in Mississippi just before the Civil War, this is a story about
stories, and about the healing power of truths remembered across a generation of grief and love. Jonathan
Odell will join us for our fourth session on Monday, December 3.
The Women’s Book Group will meet at church at 7:00 p.m. on November 12 to discuss The Grace of
Silence, a memoir by Michele Norris. Open to all interested women—newcomers welcome!
The 2nd Monday Group will discuss Nan Taleb’s The Black Swan on November 12th at noon and Jonah
Lehrer’s Imagine in December. Read what you can (an extract available on the bulletin board on the north
wall of the Social Hall a week before the meeting) bring a lunch, and join in our discussion. We are happy
conversationalists, though not always as disciplined as we might be. Newcomers always welcome!
Living with Memory Loss Disease

Thursday, November 15 7:00-9:00 p.m.

Do you live with or participate in the care of someone with a diagnosis of Alzheimer’s or other memory loss
disease? This gathering will be a conversation among caregivers, relatives and friends of those affected by
diminishing memory. We welcome you to join others who walk or have walked a similar path to your own.
We will provide participants with materials from the Alzheimer’s Association and other organizations that
help with memory loss. Our discussion, facilitated by Nancy Reichow and Michele Madigan, will focus on
support for each other and sharing ways to cope, carry on and compassionately care for loved ones and friends
–including ourselves. To sign up, contact Janet Hanson at 651.426.2369 or dre@whitebearunitarian.org For
more information, contact Nancy (reichow9@mac.com) or Michele (madigan_michele@hotmail.com).
The Long Haul of Transformation: Staying balanced in the work for Marriage Equality
Offered by: Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer, Assistant Minister
Tuesday, Nov. 20 7:00-8:30 p.m.
The work of justice, in its many forms, draws from the depths of our souls; our energy and commitment. While at
times we may be energetic and eager, there are other times that may be draining and even damaging. How might
we find balance and respite, support and nourishment in the long haul of social transformation? How might we
keep the wells of our souls from running dry?
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Lifespan Spiritual Development
Global Climate Speaker
Wednesday, November 28 at 7:30 p.m.
(note: due to the Thanksgiving holiday, this month’s speaker has been rescheduled to the 4th Weds.)
Alaskan Wilderness Areas — Dire Consequences from Proposed Extraction Activities, Presented by
Louis Asher, a retired 3M instructor, now working for the Alaskan Wilderness League. No speaker in Dec.
Wednesday, November 28th, 6:00-8:45 p.m.

Youth Ally Training

Adults: Want to be a better friend to youth? We’ll think about our formative years, hear what the research says
about what young people need to thrive, and practice skills for being a healthy presence for youth. Led by Jill
Schwendeman, Director of Youth Programs. Snack provided. Childcare available with preregistration only.
Winter teacher teams meet after the training: 8:45-9:15. RSVP youth@whitebearunitarian.org.
UU Voices

Wednesday, November 28

7:30 p.m.

JANE ADDAMS is notable as one of the creators of the settlement house in Chicago called Hull-House, as
the writer who portrayed the poverty stricken, uneducated, starving immigrants and migrants from the farms,
as principal leader of the fights to improve their lives, and finally as a Nobel prize recipient for her crusade
against the war and her efforts to help the victims of World War I in Europe. We have adopted her into the
UU fold because she often attended Jenkin Lloyd Jones’ Unitarian Church in Chicago. Google her book
Twenty Years at Hull-House and read chapters on topics that interest you. Readings will also be available on
the bulletin board on the north wall of the Social Hall. Newcomers welcome!
From the Global Climate Change Committee

Bill McKibben in Mpls

November 30th, 6:00 p.m.

We can burn only 565 more gigatons of carbon and stay below 2 degrees C of warming—anything more
risks catastrophe for life on earth. But, fossil fuel corporations now have 2,795 gigatons in their reserves,
five times the safe amount. And they’re planning to sell and burn it all—unless we rise up to stop them. This
is the simple, terrifying math of climate change.
In November, Bill McKibben of 350.org will launch his Do the Math National Tour on a sustainable bus to
jump start a movement to stand up to the fossil fuel industry and directly confront their financial and
political might. McKibben and a group of artists, actors and musicians will bring this campaign to the Ted
Mann Concert Hall at the University of MN on November 30th. Join WBUUC’s Global Climate Crisis
Committee at this event! See www.350.org for information and to order tickets ($12 each). Contact Dana
Jackson (651.430.0188 or danaleep@.com) with questions or to carpool from church.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! Rejoice – Reclaim – Renew Community!
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Breakfast
Monday 21 January 2013 at 7:00 am
Join us as our doors open wide to welcome neighbors, friends, and activists, youth, children and adults from
surrounding congregations and the entire community to the 4th Annual Northeast Area Community Breakfast
to commemorate the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Hundreds of MLK Breakfasts take place all
over the country every year, as the nation gathers to consider what of Dr. King’s prophetic dream is ours to
carry forward in the present moment. Our morning will feature a hot breakfast with lively table conversation,
music and singing in the sanctuary, and a live simulcast of the program at the Minneapolis Convention Center.
Many volunteers are needed to open wide our doors and extend our radical hospitality to the wider
community. Co-chairs Alan Hagstrom and Steve Aufmuth welcome your help in planning this beautiful
morning. Contact the church office to sign up— 651.426.2369 or office@whitebearunitarian.org.
www.whitebearunitarian.org
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Spaghetti Dinner

Sunday, November 18th after the second service

Have a great meal and raise funds for youth Boston Bound service trips. Tickets are $5 each, with a $20
family maximum - sold November 11th and 18th in the Social Hall.

Thanksgiving Dinner at Church
Thanksgiving Dinner at church has been a tradition here for many years. Those who’ve attended have
enjoyed a day of breaking bread and fellowship with friends from church. The meal is potluck style, with
one person responsible for the turkey, gravy, potatoes and a punch. Guests are asked to bring a dish to share
and to contribute toward the expense of the turkey and fixings. All are asked to help set up and/or clean up.
This year, we are looking for someone to organize the day (instructions provided). Many thanks to Darlene
and Mark Ferrin, Jeff Janacek and the Ottmans for carrying on this tradition in previous years. If you are
interested in coordinating Thanksgiving dinner at church, please contact Anna in the office at
office@whitebearunitarian.org or 651.426.2369. We’ll have detailed notes from previous years and you may
ask questions of last year’s coordinators.

Holiday Art Sale Sunday, December 2

8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.

This favorite holiday shopping tradition provides a place for members and friends to purchase art from the
wonderful artists in our community. Painting, art prints, greeting cards, vases, pottery, quilts, jewelry,
photography, music CDs, wood turned boxes, fair-trade items and more!

Laurie Kigner and Alis Olsen Art Exhibit
Members Laurie Kigner and Alis Olsen present an exhibition titled, 'I Am Doing the Best I Can'. The
title is pulled from a story told by Wangari Maathai, Nobel Peace Prize recipient, about a hummingbird
attempting to put out a forest fire while larger animals watch and jeer. The two and three dimensional works
on display are based on their love and concern for the natural environment. Through November 25.

Thank you from Jerry Yanz, Concert Director
Our fall concert on October 20 was a great success. A fully engaged, enthusiastic and smiling audience
reveled Ellis's music and humor, which expressed sensibilities that resonated well with our UU approach to
life. An event like this is only possible with the help of many dedicated volunteers, and I want to thank the
following people for rising to the call. Sincere thanks to David Heath, Lori Gordon, Mark Kotz, Scott
Strehlow, Joel Hedland, Mara Coyle, Julie Hartmans, Tom Roycraft, Karen Dahl, Mary-Clare Holst, Jim and
Kris Harvieux, the Goetz-Smith family, Tama Almquist, John and Katie Macke, Charlotte Preston, Malia
Cole and Marcia Yanz. And to anyone whose name has slipped through my mental sieve, thank you.

Services and RE at 9 & 11

RE Social Action Sunday

This I Believe: Kathleen Keating
and Steven Larson
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Election Night Gathering
Tuesday, November 6

7:00 p.m.

Join Luke Stevens-Royer and Victoria Safford for music, poetry, reflection and sharing for “soulful
citizens” with much at stake in this year’s highly-charged election. We’ve all worked hard on ballot
issues, candidates and cherished principles; now’s the time to celebrate those efforts, even with the
votes not yet all in. After this short vespers service in the sanctuary, we’ll watch the returns together
over snacks and drinks, for as long as folks wish to stay. Beer, wine and soft drinks provided; bring a
snack to share if you like.

The Long Haul of Transformation:
Staying balanced in the work for Marriage Equality
Tuesday, November 20

7:00-8:30 p.m.

The work of justice, in its many forms, draws from the depths of our souls; our energy and commitment. While at times we may be energetic and eager, there are other times that may be draining and
even damaging. How might we find balance and respite, support and nourishment in the long haul of
social transformation? How might we keep the wells of our souls from running dry?
Offered by Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer, Assistant Minister

White Bear Unitarian Universalist Church
Services in December
Sunday, Dec. 2

Stay Awake!
Music from the Choir, directed by Thaxter Cunio with Carol Caouette, piano
Coffee and conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall
Holiday Art Sale — see inside!

Sunday, Dec. 9

As One Without Authority
Music from Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer
Becoming a Member of White Bear UU Church —see inside!
Welcoming New Members at both services
Coffee and conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall

Sunday, Dec. 16

No Small Wonder

Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer

Music from the Choir, directed by Thaxter Cunio with Carol Caouette, piano
Coffee and conversation at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall

Winter Solstice
Friday, December 21 6:30—8:00 p.m.
We’ll mark the turning of the year with a tree of lights, solstice stories and cider in the sanctuary, and an
outdoor starry circle round a solstice bonfire. Christmas caroling in the neighborhood to follow!
Adults and children of any age are welcome —dress warmly!

Sunday, Dec. 23

Wondering, Wandering Under the Sky
Music from Peter Mayer
Coffee and conversation at noon in the Social Hall
At 10:00 a.m., between the services, join us in the Social Hall to sing The
Twelve Days of Christmas—an old WBUUC tradition.

All is Calm, All is Bright
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
Monday, December 24
4:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m. 10:00 p.m.
The choir will sing at 4:00 and 6:00 p.m., music from Carol and Corinne Caouette at 10:00 p.m.

Welcome a Guest at Your Table: Special Collection for the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
Please bring your Guest at Your Table boxes!
If you would like to be a reader at a Christmas Even service, please contact Victoria Safford:
vsafford@whitebearunitarian.org

Sunday, Dec. 30

Points North

ONE SERVICE ONLY at 11:00 a.m.

Guest Speaker: Alex Reich
Music from Henry Reich, mandolin
No Religious Education classes today
Regular Sunday services and Religious Education classes at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. resume
on Sunday, January 6, 2013 —Happy New Year!

Living the Questions
Live the questions...love the questions .

Theme for December

Wonder: The practice of staying awake
Questions for contemplation and conversation
on your own, around the dinner table, in your journal, with each other

1. Are wonder and awe encouraged in our society?
2. Is one-pointed attention the secret to being awake?
3. Is one-pointed attention difficult in our multi-tasking society?
4. How has your experience of wonder changed in your faith life?
5. What helps you to stay awake to wonder and awe?
See the website for readings and resources—
http://www.whitebearunitarian.org/wbuuc/living-the-questions/december-2012-questions

Interesting in joining a Sharing Circle in the New Year?
There will be an opportunity to join new and existing circles beginning in January. You can find sign-up
forms in the Atrium and Social Hall during December. For questions or more information, contact Rev. Luke
Stevens-Royer, Assistant Minister at 651.426.2369 or lstevens-royer@whitebearunitarian.org.

Welcome to Our Church
Sunday, December 9

12:30—2:00 p.m.

An informal welcome session for visitors and newcomers offering a brief introduction to Unitarian
Universalism, our congregation and programs. A light lunch and childcare are provided; no registration
required – all are welcome!
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From the President

Gloria Ferguson

What a fall this has been! Social justice work paid off in the constitutional amendment issues on our election
ballots; in a few short weeks, our budget shortfall was more than solved; and our service auction was a huge
success not only in raising funds, but in creating opportunities for us to work and be together.
Thanks to your generosity, the Board moves forward in our planning for the year with great optimism. And
we are moving forward. We’re looking at a new database to help us better know, serve, and build community
among our members and friends, as well as the very real possibility of a third service, alternative parking
solutions, web site work that will enable us to better share our many gifts with others, and so much more. The
energy of this fall will carry us a long way into the year. Many thanks.
“In the end, though, maybe we must all give up trying to pay back the people in this world who sustain our
lives. In the end, maybe it's wiser to surrender before the miraculous scope of human generosity and to just
keep saying thank you, forever and sincerely, for as long as we have voices.” -- Elizabeth Gilbert

Thanks for your extraordinary generosity
We’re stronger together! Thanks to all who attended the Ellis Concert in October, raising $1900, and to
those who made generous bids at the November Service Auction, raising over $25,000! And to all who
contributed to the Special Appeal from the Board of Directors – a special word of thanks: we surpassed our
goal of $18,000 to close our budget gap.

Among Ourselves
in memoriam
Toni Delacorte
d. 5 October 2012

Phyllis Cohen
d. 14 October 2012
In the rising of the sun and in its going down we will remember them.

We’re holding in our hearts Dick and Judy Ottman and their daughter Kaarin and son-in-law Isaac: Kaarin and
Isaac’s infant son, Haaken, died in October. Bob Hanson is recovering at home from throat surgery in
November; Phil Hinderacker was hospitalized in October, and is grateful for cards and visits at Boutwells
Landing Gables, Room 130, 13573 58th Street, Oak Park Heights, MN 55082. Congratulations to Phil
Williams and Kate Christopher on the birth of their grandson, Ethan!
www.whitebearunitarian.org
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DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Janet Hanson

Wonder: The Practice of Staying Awake
Children, it seems to me, are closely connected to wonder. It shapes their view of the world, and is intensely
part of how they go about making sense of what they see around them. They wonder about the connections
between things, between events and causes, and as any parent knows fill their minds with endless questions.
Our challenge, I think, is to keep this sense of wonder alive and awake as children grow. The very best
teachers I have had all have exhibited that basic sense of wonder. The best scientist remain aware of it and it
feeds their quest for knowledge. Look for books that keep it alive in your children, such as The Three
Questions, and experiences that feed it as well – summer camps and outdoor experiences as well
as museums and events.
December begins two of our big social justice activities that engage us all and an excellent
opportunity for families with children. Watch for the evergreen to appear in our atrium
and bring your warm winter wear to us- the children will be giving you reminder tags for
your items that tell you where they are taken and what the need is.
In support of our Unitarian Universalist Service Committee our church has long been
a proud supporter of their winter fundraiser called Guest at Your Table. They support,
through this initiative, people in need all over the world. Place your Guest at Your
Table bank on your dining room table and use it to start a discussion with your family
of the need it represents and is intended to fulfill. In addition we are giving you
Season of Gratitude calendar with information for the entire month to give you a daily
topic to think about and discuss.
Both initiatives end at Christmas and you are asked to return your Guest collection on
Christmas Eve at our services.
December 9 marks the beginning of our winter term – teachers are recruited and trained and ready to begin
working with your children. This is a significant commitment on their part and makes them deserving of your
gratitude and support. Prepare your children for the change and be sure to offer help as needed in our
classrooms. For our Spring term we are looking for more teachers and especially interested in some members
without children in the program. Think what a wonderful gift this is for the parents of our smaller members –
to have someone offer to give them a break and work with their children for those weeks. Please see me or a
member of my committee if you have questions about what is involved – we certainly can use your help!

December Calendar
Dec 2
Dec 9
Dec 12
Dec 16
Dec 21
Dec 23
Dec 30

4

RE classes at each service – Teacher training for winter term from 3-5pm
RE classes at each service- First Sunday for winter term teachers
Religious Growth and Learning Committee Meeting 7pm
RE classes at each service
Winter Solstice Celebration 6:30pm
No Classes, Multigenerational service, Nursery Open at 9 and 11
No classes Multigenerational service, One service 11:00

December 2012
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DIRECTOR OF YOUTH PROGRAMS

Jill Schwendeman

Shelter-Gift-Making 7th-8th grade youth: Help kids
make holiday gifts for loved ones. Pizza first. See below.

Welcome Home Collection until the 2nd Bring: kitchen
items, towels, linens for families moving out of the shelter.

Chicago Immersion Service Trip meets Dec. 5th. If we go,
this March 9th-12th trip will be for grades 9-12/younger with parent.

Cookie Bake Overnight for grades 9-12 is Friday,
December 7th. RSVP to me. See calendar below.

Cookie Sales Sunday the 9th after services. Teens &
parents: We need sellers at 10:00 and noon.

OWL Parents are invited to the closing meeting of the
class. Come to the youth room Dec. 9th at 10:10.

Coming of Age is next for OWL grads! Class opens
Jan. 6th at 9:00. There is no 9:00 class December 16th.
Feed My Starving Children 105 people, including 37
from WBUUC, packed 28,080 meals going to Haiti this month!
Thank you to everyone who took time for this simple, crucial
work. Please follow up with a donation directly to cover the cost
to FMSC for this $6,000 this packing session.
WONDER: The Practice of Staying Awake
“If I had influence with the good fairy who is supposed to preside over the christening of all children, I
should ask that her gift to each child in the world be a sense of wonder so indestructible that it would last
throughout life as an unfailing antidote against the boredom and disenchantment of later life, the sterile
preoccupation with things that are artificial, the alienation from the sources of our strength.”

C

-- Rachel Carson (1965). A Sense of Wonder. New York: Harper & Row.

ookie Sale!
Sunday, December 9th
while supplies last

Holiday Cookies, Mugs, & Chinook Books to Benefit Boston Bound and Service Work
DECEMBER CALENDAR - RSVP for events to youth@whitebearunitarian.org
nd

Sun. 2

Wed. 5th
Fri. 7th
Sun. 9th
Wed. 12th
19-30th

Last Day of Fall RE (OWL continues one more week).
Shelter Gift-Making Outing, grades 7-8. 12:20 pizza; 3:15 return.
Welcome Home Collection Closes – please bring any final donations today.
Youth/Adult Committee Meeting, 6:00. Please be prompt!
Service Trip Planning Meeting, 6:45. We’ll be deciding if we’re a go for March 9th-12th.
Cookie Bake Overnight, grades 9-12, 7:00. Bring dough (5-6 dozen holiday cookies)
and $5 for pizza, RSVP, and tell us what snack or breakfast item you will bring to share.
Winter RE Session Opens for grades 7-8 only at 9:00 and 11:00.
Last OWL Meeting. Parents, please join the class at 10:10.
Holiday Cookie Sales after each service, while they last.
PeaceJam Meeting See weekly e-mail for confirmation and time.
No Youth Meeting. Intergenerational worship services Sundays Dec. 23rd and 30th.

Social Justice
Climate Change “Teaching Moment”
Media coverage of Hurricane Sandy and other extreme weather events, plus the national election outcome, the
PBS Frontline special “Climate of Doubt,” and Bill McKibben’s national “Do the Math” Tour have all spurred
a new national discussion about climate change. Let’s use this national “Teaching Moment” to revitalize discussion and creative action at WBUUC! What should we be doing besides our Speaker Series? (Mark Seeley
is the May speaker!) Express your fears and concerns about climate change, share your ideas for constructive
responses to scary scenarios, and volunteer to spearhead new activities at meetings of the WBUUC Climate
Change Committee. The first meeting in 2013 will be on Wednesday, January 9 at 7:00 pm. Get involved!

Social Action Special Collections
Dec. 2 Disaster Relief for East Coast UU victims
Dec. 24: UUSC/Guest at your table
Hurricane Sandy has caused wide spread devastation along the Mid Atlantic coast in New Jersey, New York,
Connecticut, and as far as eastern Ohio. Many people are still without basic necessities. Several of the UU Central East Regional Group (CERG) churches are still without power. To aid the UU congregations and members
who have been affected by this tragedy, the CERG leadership has set up the CERG UU Disaster Relief Fund to
collect donations to assist fellow UUs with storm damage clean up and members’ immediate needs and in the
rebuilding efforts. They will work with the congregations affected to channel the money raised where it can
make an impact in people’s lives. Additional funds will be used to assist congregations in rebuilding damage
when their insurance is not adequate to cover the repairs. The funds collected will be used for UU congregations, or for general relief work use, or for both.
UUSC – Guest at Your Table
A $100 or more donation to the UUSC (Unitarian Universalist Service Committee) will become $400 or more,
because any contribution of $100 or more will be matched dollar for dollar by 2 matching grants. The UUSC is
a membership organization working nationally and internationally in advocacy and project support. The UUSC
does not receive any money from the Unitarian Universalist Association or from our church budget. Our
church for the last 4 years has been the top contributor to Guest at Your Table. Checks should be made to
WBUUC with UUSC in the memo line and put your check in the offering plate during the month of December.

William Schulz from the UU Service Committee to speak at Unity– Dec 8
William Schulz, the CEO of the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) will speak at Unity Unitarian Church in St. Paul on Saturday, December 8th from 9am to noon. This event is free and reservations are
not required. More information at www.unityunitarian.org.
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THE FIERCE URGENCY OF NOW: The 22nd Annual Martin Luther King Breakfast
Monday, January 21, 2013 at 7:00 a.m.
Join us as we celebrate with hundreds of communities across the country in a neighborhood breakfast
honoring the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. In 2013, no less than in King’s own lifetime,
this is serious and celebratory work, the work of a beloved community still struggling with what Dr. King
himself called “the giant triplets of racism, materialism and militarism.”
Six breakfasts will take place in Minnesota this year, simulcasting the live program from Minneapolis – and
for the third year, one of these will be held here at our own church. This year's keynote speaker is Marian
Wright Edelman, founder and president of the Children’s Defense Fund. Edelman has advocated for
disadvantaged Americans her entire professional life and is in a unique position to inspire the audience to
action with this year’s theme: Education – The Fierce Urgency of Now.

In addition, we are thrilled to announce that our local speaker here at WBUUC will be
MINNESOTA SUPREME COURT JUSTICE ALAN PAGE!

This interfaith event is wide open to the public, to other congregations, to families whose children are out of
school that day. It is truly an honor for us to open our building and our hearts as hosts. Tickets will sell
fast! Children and adults are welcome, and we hope you’ll bring friends, neighbors and colleagues.
Please join us for a morning of prayer and song, reflection and re-commitment to building the beloved
community.
7:00 a.m. may seem pretty early in the morning to be up and out on a holiday, but Martin Luther King Day
was never intended to be a day off. As Dr. King us so plainly:
There can be no gainsaying of the fact that a great revolution is taking place in our world today. It is a
social revolution, sweeping away the old order… The wind of change is blowing …
and the idea whose time has come today is the idea of freedom and human dignity.
There is nothing more tragic than to sleep through a revolution.
Set your clock. Get your tickets. Rise and shine, shine, shine! It will be a beautiful morning.
This is a big event, and we need many volunteers to welcome the wider community into our church for the
breakfast. Please sign up to help with cooking, set-up, clean-up, parking and more! Contact Steve
Aufmuth - mnaufmuths@comcast.net Alan Hagstrom ajh345@comcast.net or Jessica Banks
jessicabanks@gmail.com. Thank you!

www.whitebearunitarian.org
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Music Notes from Thaxter Cunio

Director of Music

"Lighting one candle
from another Winter night"
- Yosa Buson, 1716 - 1783
Musical highlights for the month:
On December 2, the Adult Choir sings the stunningly beautiful Lux Aeterna (Eternal Light) by Tom Porter.
Listen for plainchant from the basses and tenors and pristine harmonies throughout. On December 9, Luke
Stevens-Royer offers his beautiful voice in song. On December 16, the adult choir will reprise O Lux
Beatissima (O Beautiful Light) and as you can see, we're connecting light to our theme of Wonder: The
Practice of Staying Awake. Peter Mayer joins Victoria Safford on December 23 to craft a very special winter
service. From his bio - Peter Mayer writes songs for a small planet—songs about interconnectedness and
the human journey; about the beauty and the mystery of the world. Whimsical, humorous, and profound, his
music breaks the boundaries of "folk", and transcends to a realm beyond the everyday love song, to a place
of wonder at the very fact of life itself. For Christmas Eve services at 4:00 and 6:00, the adult choir will offer
three exceptional anthems - In Dulci Jubilo by Matthew Culloton (arranger of Famine Song), Coventry
Carol and Still, Still, Still. For the 10:00 pm service, Carol and Corinne Caouette (mother and daughter) join
in song. To round out the year of 2012, Henry Reich returns from Canada to offer some mandolin solos in
accompaniment to his brother Alex who will be speaking on December 30.

UUS Got Talent
Saturdays, January 19 and April 13 at 7:00 p.m.
(Bringing the Coffee House into the 21st Century)

We have two great shows coming up and are recruiting performers from our WBUUC family. We
welcome vocals, instrumentals, comedy, prose, poetry, storytelling, magic, juggling—you name it, we
want it! Looking for solo or groups (set one up) children, teens, adults. Performing is open to WBUUC
members, newcomers, and friends who perform with you. The shows are held in the Social Hall. There
will be an intermission with beverages and snacks and a donation basket to offset expenses.
To perform in the January 19th show, contact Joel Hedland (651.765.4729/joelh@spacestar.com). For the
April 13th show, contact Mary Sturm (651.270.9902 / marysturm@comcast.net). We also welcome
volunteers to help set up or to bring food. Contact Barb Flo (651.430.1862 / barbflo@comcast.net).
Our church is filled with talented performers— sign up and let us enjoy your talents! And mark your
calendars for these shows—bring your family and friends for an evening of lively entertainment!
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December in the Alcove Gallery

I Was There!
Story by Karen Dahl and Carol Caouette
Illustrations by Judy Fawcett

The seventh annual VSIG Art Exhibit invites
members and friends of WBUUC to once more fill
the galleries with Visible Signs of Inward Grace
2013. This year the theme is Balance.
What comes to mind? Immediately, we can
envision a ballerina gliding on fluttering toes, as if on
wheels, across the stage, or an acrobat teetering on a
pryamid of shoulders.
More broadly, though, the idea becomes
less fixed. In our personal lives, in our political,
religious, social and economic lives, the balance
points are blurred by veils of complex rationalizations
and relationships.
Further, we can ask: Of what use is this idea of
balance? Who thought it up? Why do we pursue the
concept so much in our daily lives—from balanced
diets to balanced budgets? Is balance necessary, or
even possible? How does the idea of balance insinuate
itself in our internal deliberations? How do the images
we create reflect these deliberations?
The unjuried exhibit is open to children and
adults who have created visible signs of inward grace
in oil paint, water-color, paper arts, iron, wood, glass,
clay, ink, fiber, mud, collage, montage or mobile.
Share your signs to make a wider vision.
Watch for posters and entry forms to appear
this month. The deadline for entries is February 21,
2013. For more information, e-mail Robin Lalor at
dolphin54@me.com; Karen Dahl at
karenfreyadahl@gmail.com or Margery McAlpine
at mmcalpine5011@comcast.net.

www.whitebearunitarian.org

The Idea
As a girl growing up in a UU church I
struggled with the dichotomy of being nonChristian in a Christian world. As an adult
I came to realize that everything is story.
The bible, myths, and legends are all
stories that can be retold in ways that
lead us into experiences, like the nativity
story. We imagined what the boy’s reaction
would be to the events of that night; the
strangers, his father, the star, the
births, really, how to make sense of it
all! —Karen Dahl
The Collaboration
It was an honor to be asked by Karen to
write a narrative from her story idea for a
more universal version of the well-known
Christmas nativity story. Together we
imagined how we could create the magic and
mystery of our cosmos, and of an ordinary
birth through the eyes of a young child; we
imagined the child as the young son of the
innkeeper in the traditional nativity
story. The characters have no names to make
them ordinary, universal, and yet,
uncommon. The story as we know it is, of
course, archetypal and beautiful so we set
it in the familiar Middle Eastern desert,
the people ancient yet timeless and
connected wholly to their surroundings and
their animals. —Carol Caouette
The Illustrations
I was excited when Karen and Carol asked if
I would consider illustrating their
children’s book. This had been a long held
dream. I didn’t hesitate.
The historical and geographical setting of
the story required me to do some research.
I needed to know how desert buildings might
look, how people dressed, about trees,
animals, a marketplace, an oil lamp. With
greater understanding my drawings became
more authentic. Also, the boy, the man,
woman, father, even the donkey became known
to me so that I could draw them in
different situations yet keep them similar
—Judy Fawcett
from page to page.
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Services and RE at 9 & 11

Points North
Guest Speaker: Alex Reich

No Religious Education classes

30 ONE SERVICE at 11:00

10:00 Twelve Days of Christmas
12:00 Coffee Hour

Wondering, Wandering Under the
Sky
Victoria Safford

23

12:30 Wellspring

31

24
Candlelight Services at
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
10:00 p.m.

1

25

2

26
No Choir
No Dinner
No youth events

3

27

21
6:30 Winter
Solstice Service

20

19
9:30 Pastoral Care
4:00 Wellspring
6:00 Choir
6:30 Dinner
7:00 Wellspring

18

17
7:00 Pledge Committee
7:00 Executive Cmtt

16 Services and RE at 9 & 11
No Small Wonder
Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer
7:00 Shamanic
Drumming

14

13

12 6:00 Choir
6:30 Dinner
PeaceJam
7:00 Religious Education Cmtt
7:30 Community Singing

11
6:00 Bldg &
Operations
7:00 Men’s Group

10
12:00 Second Monday
7:00 Women’s Book

4

28

7:00 Youth Cookie
Bake
Overnight

9 Services and RE at 9 & 11
As One Without Authority
Victoria Safford
Welcoming New Members
12:30 Welcome to Our Church
Youth Cookie Bake Sale

Victoria Safford

8:30-1:00 Holiday Art Sale
12:20 Shelter Gift Making
12:30 Wellspring
12:30 Sharing Circle
3:00 RE Teacher Training

Stay Awake!

7

6

5 4:00 Wellspring
4:00 Sharing Circle
6:00 Choir
6:00 Youth/Adult Cmtt
6:30 Dinner
6:45 Youth Service Trip Planning
7:00 Wellspring
7:00 Sharing Circle
7:30 Board

4
10:00 Sharing Circle
12:30 Men’s Group
7:00 Sharing Circle
7:00 Financial
Oversight

3
10:00 Sharing Circle
7:00 Pledge Committee
7:00 Saved by
Our Stories
7:00 Sharing Circle

2 Services and RE at 9 & 11

Fri

Thu

Wed

Tue

Mon

Sun
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29

22

15

1
8

Sat

WHITE BEAR UNITARIAN
UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
328 Maple Street
Mahtomedi, MN 55115
Phone: (651) 426-2369
Fax: (651) 426-5107
Email: office@whitebearunitarian.org
www.whitebearunitarian.org
www.facebook.com/WBUUC
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Winter Solstice

Friday, Dec. 21

6:30—8:00 p.m.

Adults and children of all ages are welcome—dress warmly!
Sunday, Dec. 23

services at 9 and 11; coffee hour at noon
Music from Peter Mayer

at 10 a.m., between services, join us in the Social Hall to sing

The Twelve Days of Christmas—an old WBUUC tradition
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
4:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 24

10:00 p.m.

The choir will sing at 4:00 and 6:00 p.m., Carol and Corinne Caouette at 10:00 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 30th one service only at 11:00 a.m.

Guest Speaker: Alex Reich

Music from Henry Reich, mandolin

No religious education classes today

